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Massive gift for school
Surprise $10,000 given to Chrisman Elementary School by Dollar General Corporation 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

There is an old saying that when 
one door closes another opens, but 
often that requires someone seeing 
the opportunity.

Joe and Stephanie Schmitt saw 
such an opportunity when their fa-
vored Christmas tree outlet called it 
quits with the 2017 holiday season. 
Stolz Trees and Greens operated 
out of the machine shed at Bob and 
Shirley Stolz’ home on state Route 
133, but the couple decided to close 
the time-demanding side business 
after 17 years of operation.

When the Schmitts arrived to se-
lect their Christmas tree last year, 
they saw the signs announcing the 
closing. The idea of acquiring the 
business occurred to them at the 
same time without discussing it.

“Joe started asking Bob questions 
while we were there,” said Stephanie 
Schmitt. “I thought it would be awe-
some to do.”

“We had been going to Bob and 
Shirley Stolz for several years to get 
our tree, and each time we walked 
away thinking it was just great what 
they were doing,” said Joe Schmitt.

It wasn’t a snap decision to go 
into the Christmas tree business, 
but after research and more conver-
sations, the Schmitts knew it was 
right for them. It helped that Bob 
and Shirley Stolz were willing to 
teach them wreath making and oth-
er intricacies of the business.

“Anything the Stolz were do-

ing, we’ll be doing too,” Stephanie 
Schmitt said. “We’ve just added 
some things.”

They acknowledged the informa-
tion provided by the veteran tree re-
tailers was invaluable. One problem 
they encountered is the shrinking 
number of tree growers, but Bob 

PROFESSIONAL TREE HUGGERS

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
A new business selling Christmas trees and other holiday items located south of Paris at 15010 E 700th Road is 
stocked with Frazier firs and Scotch pines in sizes ranging from tabletop up to 11 feet tall. The business owned by 
Stephanie and Joe Schmitt opens to customers Nov. 23.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

A gift shop occupies part of the barn at Schmitt Family Tree Farm. The new 
seasonal business for purchasing Christmas trees and other holiday items 
opens 10 a.m. Nov. 23 at 15010 E. 700th Road, Paris.

A Christmas destination

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – It wasn’t 
exactly like winning the lot-
tery but Chrisman Elementa-
ry School came into an unex-
pected windfall Nov. 8.

Dollar General Corpora-
tion gave the school $10,000 
for library and literacy initia-
tives. The corporation han-
dled everything with top-se-
cret precision and the amount 
was not revealed until the day 
of the presentation during an 
assembly of students and staff.

Principal Kelly Schluter was 
contacted around Halloween 
with news Dollar General 
wanted to make a donation 
and she was asked to pick a 
day for the assembly. 

“I thought it might be $500 
or $1,000. I had no idea it 

was going to be $10,000,” 
said Schluter. “Teachers were 
walking out (from the assem-
bly) with tears going down 
their faces.”

Angie Wells, manager of 
the Chrisman Dollar Gener-
al Store, was also kept in the 
dark about the size of the gift. 
She received a call from her 

district manager advising her a 
donation was in the works and 
asked her to arrange an assem-
bly presentation with Schluter. 

Even district manager Tim 
Shoulders did not know the 
amount at the time of the ini-
tial call. He learned the size of 
the gift the day before the pre-
sentation, but was instructed 
not to reveal the amount to 
anyone until he was inside the 
school and ready to hand over 
the check.

“I found out at the same 
time Kelly (Schulter) found 
out,” said Wells.

What still remains a bit of 
a mystery is how the corpo-
ration selected Chrisman El-
ementary for the gift. Neither 
Schluter nor Wells made an 
application.

“I was told Chrisman loves 

their Dollar General and Dol-
lar General wanted to give 
back to the community,” said 
Wells.

She added the money is 
from Dollar General’s literacy 
fund, which is a 25-year-old 
program that has given out 
more than $101 million.

Schluter discussed the gift 
during the Monday, Nov. 12, 
board of education meeting. 
She said the grade school staff 
was still in shock over the large 
gift and they were taking time 
to think about how to use the 
money.

“We are going to sit on the 
money for awhile to make 
sure we are making good deci-
sions,” said Schluter.

Some examples of things 
that might fall under the 

Special to The Prairie Press

It’s not everyday an unexpected $10,000 comes into a school 
but that is what happened Nov. 8 when Dollar General made an 
unsolicited donation to Chrisman Elementary School to help 
with literacy initiatives.

See GIFT, Page 10A

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Crestwood Unit School District 
4 received a clean audit — and im-
proved the district’s Illinois State 
Board of Education financial grade, 
the school board members learned 
during the November meeting 
Wednesday, Nov. 14.

The school district’s auditor, 
James Motley of James Motley 
CPA in Paris, gave brief but thor-
ough report to the school board, 
congratulating the district on an-
other clean audit. Motley said there 
were no major deficiencies or prob-
lems with the audit, which covered 
the time from July 1, 2017, to June 
30, 1018.

“There seems to be less and less 
to talk about each year,” Motley 
said. “There are no real problems,” 
and no difficult or unresolved 
items.

Motley also announced the 
school district’s annual financial 
report (AFR) to the state board 
of education earned the district a 
score of 3.90 — and increase from 
last year’s score of 3.8.

In briefly reviewing the audit, 
Motley reported all district funds 
ended the fiscal year with a positive 
balance, including the education 
fund, which ended in the black to 
the tune of $500,000. 

Board secretary Paul Porter 
praised the work of the Crestwood 
Superintendent of Schools Danette 
Young as well as the district’s long-
time bookkeeper, Debbie Sturgell. 
“This looks like all good news to 
me,” Porter said. “It’s nice to see all 
the positive numbers.

In an unrelated financial matter, 
Young presented her recommenda-
tion for the district’s tentative levy, 
which is due by the last Tuesday in 
December to Edgar County Clerk 
August Griffin.

Young reminded board mem-
bers the levy is based on the best 
guess of what the district’s equal-
ized assessed valuation (EAV) will 
be — even though that number 
won’t be determined until Febru-
ary or March.

The estimated EAV is expected 
to be $106,890 million, Young 

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The annual Christmas in 
Paris Festival — now un-
der the direction of the Paris 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Tourism — has a weekend 
full of activities for all ages, ac-
cording to Chamber president 
Lindsey Wilson, who is chair-
ing the event.

The festival was under a 
separate local committee 
since inception, headed by 
Trisha Vitale. She had to back 
away when she took a fulltime 
job in human resources in In-
diana.

“We’re working to provide 
a great experience for all ages,” 
Wilson said.

The theme of this year’s cel-
ebration is Winter Wonder-
land. The popular ice skating 
rink on Court Street between 
Main and Central will be 
returning, Wilson said, but 
through a different company. 
The rink is open from 5-8 p.m. 
Friday and from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday. The cost is $2.

The Edgar County Histori-
cal Society is hosting a Colo-
nial Christmas beginning at 
5 p.m. Friday and continuing 
all day Saturday at the Arthur 

House and Museum, 408 N. 
Main Street.

The popular lighted Christ-
mas parade will cap the day’s 
events at 6:30 p.m. Entries are 
still being accepted, accord-
ing to Cathy and Nate Slaven, 
who are chairing the event. 

The Mistletoe Market re-
turns to Eveland Gym from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
according to Brenda Wright, 
who is in charge of the event. 
Vendors from around the area 
will be selling their wares. This 
is the second year in the gym 
for the market, and it has ex-
panded both in the number of 

vendors and shoppers.
Also returning are three op-

portunities for children of all 
ages to enjoy breakfast, lunch 
or dinner with Santa Claus, 
Wilson said. Breakfast is from 
8-10 a.m. at Main Street Café, 
followed by lunch from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Savoias and 
Dinner with Santa is after the 
parade beginning at 7:30 p.m., 
hosted by Joe’s Pizza.

One of the highpoints of 
the event is the annual lighting 
of the community Christmas 
tree on the lawn of the Ed-
gar County Courthouse. The 
lighting will be preceded by 

Christmas readings and mu-
sical entertainment near the 
tree beginning at 5:30 p.m., 
followed by the tree lighting 
at 6 p.m.

Lot 50 is the new host for 
the ever popular scavenger 
hunt with registration begin-
ning at 3 p.m. Wilson noted 
the scavenger hunt continues 
to grow in popularity and par-
ticipation.

Cookies and Canvas for 
children has expanded this 
year to En Pointe Studio on 
the east side of the square. 
Pre-registation is required 

Town is gearing up for Christmas in Paris

See FESTIVAL, Page 10A

Crestwood’s 
audit comes 
up clean

See TREES, Page 10A See DISTRICT 4, Page 10A
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library and literacy initiatives 
attached to the gift include 
adding technology giving stu-
dents more access to literacy 
based programs for practicing 
skills; professional develop-
ment for teachers to incorpo-

GIFT
FROM PAGE 1A

DISTRICT 4
FROM PAGE 1A

reported. She explained if the 
board levied at 13.04 percent, 
she is confident the district 
would capture all of the funds 
available with its current tax 
rate. She emphasized the 
13.04 percent is not a tax in-
crease but rather the levy to 
collect taxes.

If the district levies at 13.04 
percent, the EAV could be 
as high as $116 million. “We 
would be assured to capture 
all our tax funds,” she said.

In 2015, the district did 
not levy at a high enough rate 
and failed to capture all of the 
funds due it, she confirmed.

The board members ap-
proved the tentative levy, 
which will be approved at the 
December meeting following 
a truth in taxation hearing.

Young also announced the 
district will pay $520,259 on 
a general obligation bond 
which will decrease the tax 
rate by 4 cents. The district 
will use $44,000 of the 1 per-
cent sales tax to help pay down 
the bond, she explained. The 
district is paying both princi-
ple and interest on the bonds.

In other business, the board:
nHeard a report on the an-

nual first responders meeting. 
Young said all first respond-
ers attended the meeting. It 
was suggested the school do 
a drill to take the students to 
Paris Community Hospital, 
which is their safe point in 

Stolz was able to provide con-
tacts.

“One of our suppliers 
hasn’t taken on a new client 
in 15 years,” Joe Schmitt said.

Another challenge was 
their rural home site on 
700th Road had ample space 
but lacked facilities for selling 
the precut trees.

Joe Schmitt said construc-
tion of the barn began in 
February when the ground 
was so frozen he used a pick-
axe to start the holes for the 
posts. Part of the barn was 
sectioned off as a heated 
space for making wreaths, ev-
ergreen ropes for swags and 
grave blankets. The work area 
also includes a gift shop fea-
turing holiday-themed décor 
and a corner where children 
can color and leave notes for 
Santa Claus.

“It was a labor of love try-
ing to be ready for this sea-
son,” said Joe Schmitt. “It is 
something the community 

needs – at least I hope it’s 
something the community 
needs.”

Other features include cut-
outs on the property where 
visitors can take pictures, and 
they planted approximately 
two acres in trees for a future 
cut your own option.

“We want to try and make 
it an experience,” said Steph-
anie Schmitt.

The new business has al-
ready forced a change in how 
they will celebrate the holi-
days. They are originally from 
north of Peoria and came to 
Paris in 1992 when his em-
ployer transferred him to an 
Indiana plant. As a result, 
they have never celebrated 
Thanksgiving or Christmas 
in Paris, opting instead to vis-
it family in northern Illinois 
for the holidays. That is over 
now since they can’t spare the 
time away from the new sea-
sonal business.

“There is some sacrifice in 
not carrying on the old tra-
ditions, but we are starting 
some new ones,” said Steph-

anie Schmitt, adding she is 
hosting a family Thanksgiv-
ing for 23 people for the first 
time at her home. Some of 
the relatives are also provid-
ing time to help them get the 
business open.

Schmitt Family Tree Farm, 
15010 E. 700th Road, opens 
10 a.m. Friday, Nov. 23, and 

has a supply of Frazier firs 
and Scotch pine trees for sale, 
with sizes ranging from table-
top to 11-feet. Santa and Mrs. 
Claus are visiting Sunday, 
Nov. 24.

Regular hours are 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. Saturday, noon-6 p.m. 
Sunday and 4-7 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

TREES
FROM PAGE 1A

FESTIVAL
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with classes set at 10 a.m., noon, 
2 p.m. and 4 p.m. Saturday.

The free movie at the Par-
is Theater is 10 a.m. Saturday 
and features “Miracle on 34th 
Street.” Templeton Funeral 
Home sponsors the show.

Santa Claus officially arrives 
via a Paris Fire Department 
truck at 1:30 p.m. Saturday to 
take up residence at his home 
away from the North Pole. The 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenery@prairiepress.net

BROCTON – The Village 
of Brocton had a quick meet-
ing of less than 15 minutes 
Wednesday, Nov. 14.

After completing routine 
matters, trustee Marshel Mur-
phy reported a small crack has 
developed in the water tower. 
He is working on an idea to 
get a temporary patch in place 
to stop the leak over the win-
ter months and address a per-
manent fix after the weather 
turns warmer.

“It hasn’t increased any. It’s 
still slow,” Murphy said about 

the size of the leak.
Village president Dennis 

Cary concurred with Mur-
phy’s assessment, adding he 
is still looking for somebody 
with the necessary skills to 
weld the crack closed under 
adverse conditions. He said 
village workers and members 
of the town council will con-
tinue to monitor the tower for 
any changes.

“It’s not a major issue, but 
we don’t want it to become a 
major issue,” said Cary. “We 
just wanted everybody to 
know about it in case we have 
to do an emergency repair.”

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

The Paris City Council 
zipped through a short agen-
da Monday, Nov. 13, includ-
ing approving a resolution 
in support of a grant to up-
grade a railroad crossing and 
a $10,000 grant for a down-
town building.

Commissioner Harry 
Hughes presided for the 
meeting in the absence of 
Mayor Craig Smith.

The resolution in support 
and commitment of funds is 
for the state’s Rail-Highway-
Crossing Safety Program, 
Hughes explained. The 
crossing in question is locat-
ed on South Jefferson Street 

across from the former Foley 
Lumber Company. Although 
that company is no longer in 
business the rail spur allows 
for the railroad service to ac-
cess industries in the south 
industrial park on State 
Route 1.

Hughes said the program 
provides up to 90 percent 
funding for the upgrade 
project or for Paris, a total 
not to exceed $24,500. Work 
is expected sometime during 
2019, if the city is approved 
for the program.

The council also approved 
a recommendation by the 
TIF committee for a $10,000 
grant application by Robin 
Revesz of the ETC. Shoppe 

for improvements on her 
building. Hughes said the 
work will include a new roof.

The council also:
nApproved an ordinance 

updating the city’s sexual ha-
rassment policy, bringing it 
inline with state law.
nAmended the city zon-

ing ordinance to change 422 
W. Benton from R2 to C2 at 
the request of Jason Gore.
nApproved a petition 

from Janis Nebergall, 11303 
Blackhawk Drive, for annex-
ation of her property.
nApproved the estimate 

from Birkey’s for repairs to 
the street department back-
hoe not to exceed $3,979.55.
nApproved a request to 

Paris City Council speedily meets agenda
close Court Street be-
tween Main and Central 
for the Christmas in Paris 
celebration. The closure is 
from Friday, Nov. 23, to 
Monday morning, Nov. 
26.
nApproved a request 

rom the Paris VFW Aux-
iliary to fundraise for 
Wreaths Across America.
nApproved a resolu-

tion from the Paris REC 
to host the fifth annual 5K 
Reindeer Run during the 
Christmas in Paris cele-
bration Saturday, Nov. 24.
nApproved the esti-

mate of $6,680 from Bas-
tin Logan to repair the 
pump on well #4.

Brocton water tower 
has crack, small leak

the case of an active shoot-
er or other emergencies. 
The hospital is happy to 
host the school in case of 
an emergency but not a 
drill, Young said. “We’re 
working on something for 
the drill,” she said.
nApproved the resolu-

tion to abate taxes for gen-
eral obligation bonds that 
are being paid down.
nRejected the com-

bined transportation bids 
involving Paris 95, Crest-
wood and Paris High 
School. Young said each 
district and PHS will be 
bidding their transporta-
tion separately.
nAppointed Jim Blue as 

the delegate to the Illinois 
School Board Association 
convention in Chicago this 
weekend. Mike Reed will 
serve as alternate.
nApproved a natural gas 

agreement through Centu-
ry Energy Solutions which 
should save the district 
$1,400 per year.
nHeard the Veterans 

Day breakfast hosted by the 
school was a resounding 
success with 50 veterans 
and family members at-
tending. Crestwood princi-
pal Dan Lynch said many of 
the veterans stayed for the 
annual school program
nThe school partici-

pated in the annual Red 
Ribbon Week and heard 
a speaker Nick Morgan of  
Crush the Epidemic.

rate new approaches in the 
classroom; more material 
for the school library; and 
augmenting the individual 
classroom libraries.

“We haven’t talked about 
it as a staff. I really want to 
hear what the teachers have 
to say,” Schluter said. “This is 
huge for our building.”

Special to The Prairie Press

It’s not everyday an unexpected $10,000 comes into a school 
but that is what happened Nov. 8 when Dollar General made 
an unsolicited donation to Chrisman Elementary School to 
help with literacy initiatives.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Stephanie and Joe Schmitt have started a new Christmas tree 
business at their home on 700th Road. They took the plunge 
into the Christmas business after Bob and Shirley Stolz retired 
their tree and wreath business at the end of the 2017 holiday 
season. The three trees in the logo represents the couple and 
their daughter.

schedule for Santa’s hours 
can be found on page two of 
today’s newspaper.

Activities at local busi-
nesses will run from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday.         
“We encourage everyone 
to visit our local merchants, 
many of whom have special 
events happening during 
the celebration,” Wilson 
concluded.

The complete rundown 
of activities is found on page 
7A of today’s Prairie Press.

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – A signifi-
cant part of the Monday, Nov. 
12, Chrisman board of edu-
cation meeting was devoted 
to a discussion of changes to 
how the Illinois State Board 
of Education (ISBE) rates 
schools.

Cole Huber, principal at 
the junior-senior high school, 
led the presentation about 
the new system that aban-
dons the federal No Child 
Left Behind (NCLB) legis-
lation from the George W. 
Bush administration.

No Child Left Behind 
was a punitive approach that 
withheld money and placed 
other sanctions on schools 
failing to meet arbitrarily set 
learning standards.

“Every school is judged 
on seven standards that are 
based on research,” said Hu-
ber. “It is no longer just test 
scores.”

The new approach is an 
effort to track the academic 
growth of every student in all 
subject areas including fine 
arts. Other measurements 
include graduation rates, 
absenteeism and at the high 
school level assessing stu-
dents for college and career 
readiness.

“Every kid is getting 
tracked every year,” said Hu-
ber. “It is not so much if they 
meet or exceed standards as a 
group.”

The new system divides 
schools into four categories 
based on total points in all 

areas. While test scores re-
main important they no lon-
ger dominate in evaluating 
how schools are performing. 
Schools are either exempla-
ry, commendable, underper-
forming or lowest perform-
ing school.

Chrisman High School 
and the elementary school 
fell into the commendable 
category, but the junior high 
school was listed in the low-
est performing category.

“We are only talking about 
83 kids and just a few can 
have a big impact,” said inter-
im superintendent Jim Ack-
lin. “When we dug deeper, it 
was just one class. They didn’t 
score well, and we need to 
find out why.”

Board member Karen 
Webster asked if it is possible 
the few students in the class 
did not take the test seriously 
and simply used the a answer 
for the first question, the b 
answer for the second ques-
tion and so on before repeat-
ing the pattern for the next 
set of four questions.

“I’ve heard of kids doing 
that,” said Webster.

Huber acknowledged that 
is a possibility since junior 
high school students do not 
have consequences for per-
forming poorly on the assess-
ment tests. He noted of the 
204 schools that landed in 
the lowest performing cate-
gory, the majority are junior 
high schools.

The low score has triggered 
a response from the ISBE. In 
the past, the NCLB required 

the state to play an adversar-
ial role from withholding re-
sources to threats of taking 
over school districts. The new 
approach is supportive with 
ISBE staff assigned to help 
Chrisman secure a grant of 
up to $100,000 and also serve 
as coaches for developing a 
school improvement plan.

“We have to do a needs 
assessment. It won’t be easy, 
but it opens doors,” said Hu-
ber.

Acklin advised board 
members the grant money 
under discussion does not 
absolve the district from 
spending local money.

“The new money can’t re-
place what we spend. It sup-
plements what we do,” said 

Acklin, noted one option 
is acquiring more technolo-
gy. “A big one is professional 
development. Our staff has 
already talked about the need 
for more professional devel-
opment, and not just some-
one to come in one time but 
a continued series.”

Finding a solution goes 
beyond just the junior high 
school operation. Elemen-
tary school principal Kelly 
Schluter plans to review with 
her staff to see if curriculum 
alignments are needed to 
assure students are fully pre-
pared to enter junior high 
school. 

“You wouldn’t think in a 
small district like this there 
would be a disconnect, but 
there is,” said Schluter.

The administrators ac-
knowledged disappointment 

in the junior high results 
while choosing to remain op-
timistic about the future. Hu-
ber said the ISBE report card 
results change every year and 
it is possible the junior high 
will get a different rating for 
2019.

“We will have more re-
sources and experts trained 
to give every thing we do a 
fresh look,” said Acklin. “I 
think that is a positive thing.”

Another discussion item 
was a request by a family that 
lives on the Chrisman/Paris 
school district line to petition 
their home out of Chrisman 
into the Paris school system 
and in return move several 
acres of farm ground from 
Paris to Chrisman to com-
pensate for the loss of taxable 
property.

“They made it plain they 
are not unhappy with our 
district,” said Acklin. “As I 
understand, it is more of a 
convenience thing. The mom 
works in Paris and at least 
one set of grandparents lives 
in Paris.”

Board members did not 
voice any opposition but the 
matter was continued to a fu-
ture meeting for action. 

Declining enrollment and 
losing students to other dis-
tricts is something that con-
cerns Acklin.

“Our challenge over the 
next few years is if we have 
enough students to keep 
enough programs and activ-
ities that parents want their 
kids to attend school here,” 
said Acklin.

Chrisman reacts to 2018 school report card

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

Round two of Handcuffs 
and Hoses is 5 p.m. Dec. 1 at 
Eveland Gym. 

This charity basketball 
game between the Paris Police 
Department and the Paris Fire 
Department was first played 
in March to raise money for 
Shop with a Cop. At the time, 
the goal was to make it an 
annual event, but the sched-
ule was advanced to have the 
second game in December in-
stead of waiting for 2019.

“The money is for Christ-
mas for Kids,” said firefighter 
Bob Sinclair. “That’s why we 
moved the date up so they 
could have their money be-
fore hand.”

Sinclair and Fire Captain 
Zack Janis operate Paris Char-
ity Events to raise money for 

various causes in the com-
munity. So far in 2018, Paris 
Charity Events has helped 
Junior Football League, Paul 
Warner Animal Rescue, Edgar 
County D.O.It, the REC and 
donated to the Edgar County 
Shrine Club. 

Depending on how well 
the basketball game goes, the 
charity may exceed giving 
away more than $10,000 in 
2018.

Admission to Handcuffs 
and Hoses is either a cash do-
nation or leaving a new toy 
still in the box.

Firefighters may be look-
ing for a little revenge in this 
second game after having en-
dured a 69-49 defeat back in 
March.

Like the first game, both 
teams are recruiting local ce-
lebrities (some call them ring-

ers) to join the game.
Sinclair said Drew Griffin, 

Donny Bartos and Matt Sul-
livan have committed to play-
ing for the fire department. 

“The cops – I don’t know 
what they are doing,” said Sin-
clair. “They are keeping it un-
der wraps.”

Sinclair has no illusions 
about the quality of play.

“People don’t care to watch 
us; because we are not very 
good, but it is fun,” he said. 

Another game that night 
gives people something else 
to cheer with a Crestwood 
vs. Mayo alumni game. So far 
Marc Dalbey, Dalton Tem-
ples, Brent Rooney, Michelle 
Jacobs, Bob Abernathy, Jack-
ie Cunningham and Ryan 
Crippes have agreed to play in 
the alumni game. 

“I’m trying to get players 

of different age groups – peo-
ple in their 20s, 30s, 40s and 
maybe 50 plus – for a diverse 
group,” Sinclair said. 

He added Warren Sperry 
is working on getting a big 
alumni pep band to play for 
the games. 

Tanner Laughlin is han-
dling the master of ceremo-
nies duty for the evening.

Food and drinks are avail-
able at the concessions area, 
and Santa Claus is stopping by 
for a photo opportunity with 
his little friends.

The alumni game is first at 
5 p.m., and the Handcuffs and 
Hoses event is expected to 
start around 7:30 p.m.

“The evening is about draw-
ing families in,” Sinclair said. 
“This is a charity event for fun. 
We are just there to support 
the community.”

Handcuffs and Hoses going into round two early

CHRISTENSEN DONATES

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Christensen Farms donates $1,000 to the Paris American Le-
gion Post Friday, Nov. 16. Post Commander Jim Robison said 
the money will be used to help the 15-member honor guard 
with clothing expenses and other costs. The honor guard per-
formed 62 engagements of various kinds in 2017. Christensen 
Farms employee Katie Greer, who is a veteran, was chosen to 
make the presentation on behalf of the corporation. Robison 
accepts the check from Greer. Back row, left to right, Rick 
Brennan, Paul Hanks and Tom Emerick.



BY DAN DUNDAS
dandundas82@gmail.com

The Paris Lady Tigers moved to a 
3-0 record in the NAL Holiday Tour-
nament, taking down the visiting 
Champaign Central Lady Maroons 66-
45 Friday night at home. Playing their 
fourth game in five nights, the Lady 
Tigers engaged in a physical contest 
that saw numerous play stoppages and 
turnovers, especially in the second half. 

Both teams got off to a slow start 
offensively, and Karrington Krabel 
helped get Paris out in front 6-4 with 
a drive into the lane. Sarah Isaf pulled 
off a highlight play by catching a long 
court length pass from Brooklyn West-
erfield, pausing all of her momentum 
at the three point line and draining a 
three pointer. The Paris offense accel-
erated literally and figuratively with 
Jenna Gates to Isaf court length pass, 
and freshmen Madyson Rigdon had a 
fast break off of her own steal to make 
it 15-6. Another Isaf three helped push 
the Tiger lead to 22-7 after one. 

Champaign Central had issues with 
turnovers all evening, as well as prob-
lems converting shots around the bas-
ket for much of the evening. After two 
Rigdon baskets, Brooklyn Westerfield 
got the crowd fired up after taking a 
charge. She went on to make the next 
two baskets to help pace the offense. 
Paris decided to hold the ball around 
the three-minute mark, before Isaf and 
Gates made two more baskets. The 
Lady Maroons were able to get their of-
fense moving with drives to the basket, 
making it 42-20 at half.

The second half saw the game seem-
ingly slow to a halt, with numerous 
fouls and turnovers. Both teams stayed 
even with their scoring for both quar-
ters, as Paris was not able to extend 
their lead beyond 30 as they had done 
earlier in the tournament. 

After Sarah Isaf ’s three pointer with 
5:30 left, Paris didn’t see another bas-
ket in the quarter until three minutes 
later. With the amount of fouls, Cham-
paign Central was not able to take ad-
vantage of their free throw opportuni-
ties. Paris was able to convert enough 
around the basket to keep Champaign 
Central in a double digit deficit. 

With two starters fouling out, the 
Lady Maroons had accrued enough 
fouls on their end to put Paris in the 
double bonus with still nearly six min-
utes left in the game. Paris eventually 
sat some of their starters with two min-
utes left. 

Paris Head Coach Dave Tingley 
summed up the evening. 

“We knew they would be a physical 
opponent, and it was something that 
will help prepare us for games later on 
in the year. We were able to get out in 

front of them and hold them off in the 
second half and it paid off.”

Paris got an even scoring distribu-
tion from their players, with Jenna 
Gates and Madyson Rigdon tied for 
top honors with 15 points. Sarah Isaf 
and Karrington Krabel each scored 13 
points. 

PARIS 60, DECATUR EISENHOWER 31
The Paris girls continued to roll on 

in the NAL Tournament at Paris High 
School, this time pulling away from the 
Decatur-Eisenhower Lady Panthers 
in the second half of their Wednesday 
night matchup, winning 60-31.

Decatur-Eisenhower brought in 
three post players six feet or taller, and 
the Paris coaching staff made adjust-
ments based off of it. 

“It wasn’t our intention to hoist up 

that many three pointers in a normal 
game, but they were playing a zone and 
had taller girls inside, so those were 
the shots that were given,” Paris Coach 
Dave Tingley explained. “It was the 
logical thing to do and it helped us.” 

The Lady Tigers two best outside 
shooters took full advantage of the 
scenario, as Sarah Isaf knocked down 
eight three pointers while freshman 
Madyson Rigdon netted three. Junior 
Karrington Krabel had a strong game 
with 12 points and 6 assists. 

Both teams played an intense and 
tight first quarter. The Lady Tigers 
initial three point attempts missed the 
mark until Sarah Isaf was able to con-
nect on a two in the quarter. More of 
the same came in the second quarter 
with both teams trading the lead. 
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Junior 
high girls 
wrap up 
seasons
BY JEREMY PATTERSON 
pattersonjeremy267@gmail.com 

Junior high school  girls 
basketball is coming to a 
close and several teams 
are wrapping up on high 
notes. 

Crestwood finished 
the season this past week 
with both the seventh and 
eighth grade teams posting 
a winning record. 

The seventh grade 
Crestwood team end-
ed the season 15-4. The 
eighth grade team finished 
a perfect season undefeat-
ed, going 19-0. The eighth 
graders have not been 
beaten since the semifinals 
of the 2016 IESA Class 2A 
state tourney. 

CRESTWOOD 7TH GRADE
VS. WESTVILLE 

The Crestwood sev-
enth grade girls’ basketball 
team got off to a hot start 
against Westville and nev-
er looked back, defeating 
the host team 43-5 Satur-
day (11/10). 

A stout offensive effort 
was matched with a stifling 
defense from Crestwood 
in the effort. 

Gracie Watson led 
the team in scoring for 
the Lady Eagles with 13 
points adding four re-
bounds, two assists and 
three steals. Gracie Dyer 
scored 10 points. Vivian 
Moore scored 9 points and 
brought in five rebounds. 
Samantha Kindred scored 
8 points in the effort. 

CRESTWOOD 8TH GRADE
 VS. WESTVILLE 

The eighth grade Crest-
wood girls basketball team 
dominated host Westville 
Saturday night (11/10) in 
a 68-7 victory. 

Gracie Adams led the 
team on both sides of the 
ball, scoring a team-high 
16 points while bring-
ing down five rebounds 
and five assists. Kendra 
Young scored 13 points 
for Crestwood grabbing 
three rebounds and four 
assists. Trinity Tingley and 
Kaitlyn Coombes each 
scored 10 points. Deming 
Hawkins scored 9 points 
and shined defensively, 
rebounding eight balls and 
managing a steal. 

CRESTWOOD 7TH VS. MATTOON 
It took overtime for the 

winner of the Crestwood 
and Mattoon matchup on 
Friday night (11/9) to be 
decided as Crestwood fell 
in the contest 32-28.

Graci Dyer led the team 
in scoring with 9 points. 
Graci Watson poured in 
8 points. Cate Kirby and 
Vivian Moore each scored 
4 points while Taylor 
Clark scored 3 points. 

CRESTWOOD 8TH VS. MATTOON 
Crestwood faced off 

with one of their more 
challenging opponents 
Friday night (11/9) but 
were able to keep them at 
bay, defeating Mattoon 42-
20. 

Trinity Tingley scored 
a team high 11 points. 
Deming Hawkins scored 
7 points in the matchup. 
Kaitlyn Coombes and 
Grace Sullivan each added 

It’s an all new Tiger team
Paris lost 8 seniors to graduation but there is opportunity for other players to step up

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

With the loss of eight se-
niors from last seasons’ team, 
one could understand if opti-
mism would be down regard-
ing the upcoming year.

Despite those losses, Paris 
Tigers boys basketball Coach 
Shawn Nugent is positive 
about his team’s prospects for 
the 2018-19 season. 

Last year’s team finished 
with an 8-18 record and en-
dured several injuries. This 
season’s rendition will feature 
an almost entirely different 
cast of characters, and Nugent 
is excited about the prospects. 

“We lost eight seniors, sev-
eral of which had a lot of varsi-
ty experience. Mason Hutch-
ings is the only guy we bring 

back who had significant var-
sity minutes,” the Paris coch 
noted.

One “new” addition to this 
year’s team is senior Colton 
Landrum. Just one of three 
seniors on the roster this 
year, Landrum suffered a torn 
ACLand was unable to play 
last season. He is back to full 
strength this season. 

The entire senior class 
shares in the newness. Bryce 
Gladding returns to the team 
after sitting out his junior year. 
The Tigers are also joined by  
former Chrisman starter John 
Lawyles is playing for Paris in 
his senior season. 

Facing opponents in the 
Little Illini Conference is 
tough enough when you have 
a team with experience. But 

Nugent likes the look of his 
squad through the first couple 
of weeks of practice. 

“We are very young. Hutch 
and Matthew (junior big man 
Matthew Brouwer) started a 
few games last year but, over-
all we will have a new starting 
five,” Nugent observed. “We 
do not have a set starting five 
at this point, but we have 8-9 
guys who will compete for 
those spots.”

With five spots up for 
grabs, Nugent is extremely 
happy with the work his guys 
have put in thus far. 

“The competition in prac-
tice has been great. Guys are 
really hungry and are work-
ing to make each other better 
daily. I’ve been really encour-
aged through our first 10 or so 

practices,” he said.
Last season’s team featured 

players with clearly defined 
roles. This year — not so 
much Nugent said.

“We want guys who will 
play fast, play aggressive on 
defense, run the floor in tran-
sition and play unselfish bas-
ketball,” said Nugent. “We 
want to utilize our speed and 
athleticism. I would say that 
this is one of the most athletic 
teams I have had here at Paris 
High School.”

With a roster featuring 
some height that a few col-
lege coaches would like to 
have, Nugent stated using his 
big men will be a luxury that 
will help his team out on both 
ends of the floor. 

“We will definitely key on 

getting the ball inside. The 
past few years with ZB(2018 
graduate Zach Burger) in the 
post, we have been drastical-
ly undersized. He carried the 
load for us in the paint, was 
our go-to guy, and our best 
rebounder.” 

Nugent said,  “All of our of-
fensive sets will have options 
for post touches, drives, or 
jump shots. Our main goal 
will be to get out and run the 
floor. The great thing is that 
our big’s can run as well and 
that will help us to get easy 
buckets.” 

Paris will feature a ros-
ter that includes five players 
standing 6’5” or taller.

Nugent agreed with nearly 
everyone else around the LIC 

See TIGERS, Page 12A

See JUNIOR HIGH, Page 13A

Junior 
league 
season is 
underway
BY CINDY WILSON
tcwilson81@frontier.com

The Paris Junior League 
basketball season is un-
derway as a host of teams 
managed to open the year 
with a win. 

Paris Junior League play 
will continue Sunday with 
games starting at 12:45 
p.m. at Eveland Gym.  Ad-
mission is $1 for students 
K-6 and $2 for all others.

WEEK TWO
PANTHERS 40, CARDINALS 12

The Panthers defeated 
the Cardinals 42-20. The 
first quarter was slow for 
either teamat the Panthers 
led the Cardinals 3 – 2. 
Dylan Lucas was a scor-
ing machine, pouring in 
four points as they cut the 
Panther lead to 16 – 6.  Not 
much changed during the 
3rd quarter and the Pan-
thers finished the third pe-
riod of play with 28 points 
compared to the Cardinals’ 
eight points. The Cardinals 
outscored the Panthers 
in the final quarter of play 
12-4 but fell 42-20. 

Leading the Panthers 
was sixth grader Drew 
Rogers with 10 points.  
Kipton Bradford and Daw-
son Rogers each scored 9 
points.  Sean Dunn con-
nected with several shots 
for 6.  Peyton Renfro, Jack-
son Rigdon, and Caiden 
Vice each had 2 points.

Dylan Lucas led the 
Cardinals with 6 points.  
Emma Sanders, Carter 
Crippes, and Bella Mores-
chi each scored 2 points.

COLTS 40 HAWKS 26
The Hawks struggled 

scoring throughout the 
first quarter, netting only 
two points in the period 
but trailing just 8-2 at the 
end of it.  

The second quarter 
was just too much for the 
Hawks as the Colts out-
scored them 16-6 to take a 
24-2 lead at halftime

In the third quarter 
the Hawks outscored the 
Colts 10-8. The Hawks 
managed 14 points in the 
final quarter of play but 
wasn’t enough as they fell 

See LEAGUE, Page 13A

Lady Tigers are on a roll
Paris has rolled through a 
tough NAL Tourney field; 
will face Charleston tonight

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Madyson Rigdon goes up with her left hand avoiding the Champaign Central defend-
er posted in the lane. 

See ROLLING, Page 12A
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We also have....
Lottery, Video 
Gaming, Groceries 
and Great Wine 
Selection

601 E. Jasper St.  
  Paris, IL  61944

(217) 463-5010

R&J and Homer’s are merging to better serve you!

Visit us at 601 W. Jasper for all your beer, wine 
& liquor needs.

Visit Max & Fuzzy and all the gang with the only 
drive-up window in Paris.

Beginning Thursday, November 15

R & J 
Stores

Watch for our specials!

BBQ Pulled Pork  $3.50
Grilled Cheese, Cup of Soup & Drink   $6.00

(217) 465-5812
309 W. Jasper St. • Paris, IL  

Flavor of the week:
Apple Pie

Specials start Sunday!
Homemade Soups:

Vegetable Beef & Chili

OPEN DAILY  11 A.M. – 9 P.M.

Specials

Online Ordering 
Now Available!

Closed November 22 & 23

P.O. Box 921 • Paris, IL 61944
“Locally Owned & Operated”

• Roll Off Container Service

• Residential & Commercial 
    Trash Service

• Residential & Commerical
    Lawn Sevice

• Gravel for Driveway
    Reapair

• Mulch

Making
Edgar County Beautiful

Family Owned and Operated Since 1950
RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL• INDUSTRIAL• WASTE  REMOVAL

“Where Service Makes the Difference”
4yd-40yd ROLL OFF CONTAINERS AVAILABLE

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com

DISPOSAL PARIS, ILINGRUM WASTE

Spring Clean-Up

Winter Preparation

kathyingrum@hotmail.com

217-465-3335

in tapping the pre-season fa-
vorite. 

“I think Casey is the clear 
cut favorite to repeat, but 
Olney looks very tough too,” 
Nugent said.

Paris had the opportunity 
to see both teams  this sum-
mer and Nugent said he was 
very impressed with Olney.

“They return four or five 
starters, they are all 6’2”-6’3” 
tall, and they are very athlet-
ic,” he noted.

Nugent is quick to point 
out his squad may sneak up 
on the competition as well. 

“I honestly think we can 
compete with anyone in our 
conference,” he said. “We 
showed signs this summer 
of being a team that could be 
very good.”

With the inexperience of 
his squad, Nugent also point-
ed out, “We also showed our 
youth at times as well. Our 
guys want to win the LIC. 
That is a team goal for us 
and I honestly don’t think it 
is out of the question. It will 
be tough, but I think we may 
surprise some teams this sea-
son.”

Paris will tip-off their 
season on Monday as they 
host the 3rd Annual North 
American Lighting Thanks-
giving Tournament. Teams 

competing this year include 
Georgetown, Chrisman, St. 
Thomas More, and LaSalette. 
Nugent is excited to get things 
going next week. “Our guys 
are ready for a game. We are 
going on practice number 12 
and playing against the same 
guys wears on them. As a staff, 
we are ready to see where we 
are as a team and find out 
what we need to improve on. 
We are looking to get off to a 
good start this week. I invite 
the community to come out 
and see us next week. There 
should be a lot of really good 
games.”

Members of the varsity 
squad include sophomores 
Kohlton Mills, Mason Hutch-
ings, Garrett King, Logan 
Rhoads, JT Johnson, Jude 
Sullivan and JR Brinkerhoff; 
juniors Sam Mays, Nathan 
Zorn, Coy Landrum, Mat-
thew Brouwer and Dustin 
Creech; and seniors Colton 
Landrum, John Lawyles and 
Bryce Gladding. 

Paris will face Georgetown 
in the opening game of the 
NAL Tourney on Monday 
night at 5:30 p.m. On Tues-
day, Paris will square off with 
Chrisman at 7 p.m. Wednes-
day will feature Paris against 
LaSalette at 7 p.m. On Fri-
day the Tigers will face St. 
Thomas More at 2:30 p.m. All 
games will be played at the 
high school.

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 11A

ROLLING 
FROM PAGE 11A

Eisenhower knocked 
down their third three of 
the game and Isaf respond-
ed again with a three of 
her own, giving Paris back 
the lead at 18-17 with over 
three minutes left.

 Isaf and Eisenhower’s 
Green traded three point 
baskets again, and Madys-
on Rigdon helped leave the 
game knotted at 21 with a 
three of her own with a min-
ute left at the half. 

The Lady Tiger offense 
came out swinging to start 
the second half and took 
over the game. 

Paris began pressuring 
the Lady Panthers after 
their made baskets, again 
consisting of a set of Rigdon 
and Isaf threes with about 
three minutes into the quar-
ter, extending the Paris lead 
to 33-23. 

The Lady Panthers could 
not solve the press and their 
offense went stagnant for 
most of the quarter. Before 
both teams went scoreless 
the last two minutes, Rig-
don and Isaf connected 
on another set of threes to 
make it 42-24 at the end of 
the third quarter of play. 

Isaf nailed her seventh and 
eighth three pointers of the 
game in the opening minute 
of the fourth quarter. 

With the Panther offense 
scuffling except for points 
from the free throw line, 
those long distance shots 
helped slowly close out the 
game. 

The Lady Tigers continu-
ally ran as many fast breaks 
as they could, as Krabel 
and Brooklyn Westerfield 
were on the receiving end 
of some long range passes 
from junior Jenna Gates. 

“Though she has been 
quiet offensively in the early 
going, Jenna Gates has re-
ally help drive our offense, 
and having 9 assists tonight 
is an excellent example,” 
Tingley said. “I feel like 

what benefits us is our abili-
ty to get out and run.” 

PARIS 59, TERRE HAUTE 
NORTH 31

The Paris Lady Tigers 
got the annual NAL Tour-
nament off to a strong start 
Tuesday evening, cruising 
to 59-31 victory over Terre 
Haute North. 

The relatively new tour-
nament features a strong 
girls field with teams from 
Charleston, Terre Haute, 
Champaign and Decatur, 
providing a good test for the 
host Lady Tigers. 

As for the game, Paris 
Coach Dave Tingley saw 
improvements in areas that 
needed it. 

“Even though it’s hard 

to simulate in practice, our 
backside defense improved 
tonight, which was some-
what of a concern on open-
ing night. Once he have that 
timing even more precise 
on when to help, we will all 
benefit, ” Tingley said.

Junior guard Sarah Isaf 
helped start the scoring 
with a three pointer and a 
layup. 

The Lady Patriot bench 
called a timeout partway 
through the quarter as the 
Paris defense forced them 
into some poor shot selec-
tion. 

Along with some help 
from Karrington Krabel, 
Isaf knocked down two 
more jump shots to leave 
Paris up 17-0 entering the 

second quarter. 
Tingley enjoyed the de-

fensive effort in the opening 
stanza. 

“Our girls really have 
great intensity and hustle. 
They really play for each 
other and it shows when 
they get rewarded for their 
efforts. Karrington really 
does a good job of setting 
that tone and they feed off 
of that,” the Tiger coach 
said.

Isaf continued to score 
into the second quarter 
with a three pointer and 
a fast break layup. Terre 
Haute North started to cre-
ate some offense around 
the basket as the Paris of-
fense went cold, but it was 
quickly picked up by fresh-
man Madyson Rigdon’s 
three point stroke. She 
drained two three pointers 
with under two minutes 
left and followed a Lady 
Patriot three pointer with a 
three point foul conversion 
of her own going  into the 
half. 

Up 39-14 going into the 
third quartter, both teams 
played fairly evenly in the 
third, almost staying even in 
scoring. 

In the latter half of the 
quarter, Terre Haute and 
Paris traded three pointers 
on four straight possessions 
to the delight of the crowd. 

The fourth quarter went 
by quickly as reserves Kate-
lyn Littleton, Jaiden Mc-
Claskey, Kylie Arnett and 
Chloe Noel helped finish 
the game out.

“There is a new rule put 
into effect about the mer-
cy clock and if your team is 
up 30 points after the third, 
it will start up,” Tingley 
said. “It continues even if 
the deficit comes below 30 
points regardless. It does 
affect how much our bench 
can play, so we’ll see how it 
goes this season.”

Isaf had a game high of 
31, with Maddie Rigdon fol-
lowing with 12, and Krabel 
finished with 7.  

Michelle Jacobs/The Prairie Press

Sarah Isaf finished Wednesday night’s game against Decatur 
Eisenhower with 32 points.  24 of those points came from 
behind the three-point line with Isaf sinking eight three-pointers 
throughout the game.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – Deer 
hunters is underway and the 
Illinois Department of Natu-
ral Resources (IDNR) is urg-
ing hunters to follow safety 
rules. 

The firearm season began 
Frida , and continues through 
Sunday, Nov. 18. A second 
round of firearm deer hunting 
is from Nov. 29 to Dec. 2.

The IDNR Office of Law 
Enforcement, which adminis-
ters the Illinois Hunter Safety 
Education Program, reports 

there were 19 hunting inci-
dents last year during all sea-
sons, three of which involved 
fatalities.  Ten of those inci-
dents involved hunters falling 
from elevated tree stands or 
falling while climbing into or 
out of tree stands. 

IDNR safety educators 
remind hunters using tree 
stands to use a Fall Arrest 
System (FAS) safety harness. 
Nationally, more than 80 per-
cent of reported tree stand 
incidents involve hunters who 
were not using a fall restraint 
system. 

As additional precautions, 
hunters should check the 
harness, straps, ladder and 
other equipment to make sure 
they are in good working or-
der.  Hunters should also be 
aware of weather conditions 
that could make stands and 
steps slippery, and to have a 
mobile phone within reach to 
call for help, if needed. 

Deer season underway

If 

didn’t tell you … 

WHO  
WOULD?
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Nobody covers Edgar County sports 
better than The Prairie Press. 

Nobody.

101 N. Central Paris, Illinois
217-921-3216

Paris
101 S. Central Avenue • 465-6381

firstmid.com

Stop by First Mid 
and talk with us today.

15 Month CD

APY

Currently Offering…

2.50%
OPEN A CD NOW - ADD TO IT LATER

$1,000 MINIMUM BALANCE; $50,000 MAXIMUM ADDITIONS 
ALLOWED DURING THE CD TERM. APY EQUALS ANNUAL 
PERCENTAGE YIELD. RATE CURRENT AS OF DATE OF 
PUBLICATION AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE. MAY NOT BE USED 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH ANY OTHER SPECIAL OFFER. PENALTY 
FOR EARLY WITHDRAWAL. OFFER DOES NOT APPLY TO 
BROKERED DEPOSITS. MEMBER FDIC.

132 N. Illinois St. • Chrisman, IL 61924

hrisman Cafe´
Ph. 217-269-2826

Hrs: Sunday & Monday 6 a.m.-2 p.m.
Tuesday - Saturday 6 a.m.-8 p.m.

Breakfast Buffet: Saturday & Sunday 7 a.m-10:30 a.m.
Lunch Buffet: Everyday 10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Supper Buffet: Tuesday-Saturday 4 p.m.-8 p.m.

Delivery: NEW! Offering local deliveries!

Call us for all your catering needs.

COMMERCIAL BUILDING AUCTION - ALLERTON, IL 
Friday, November 30th @ 12 PM Central

20,000+ sq. ft. Building, Large Mechanical Shop, Offices & Showroom

MOSS AUCTION TEAM, LLC 
Paris, IL 217-465-4545 

More information @ www.mossauctionteam.com 

Auction Location: On-site, 205 Yates St., Allerton, IL

ADVERTISING:
The engine of this free

6 points.

CRESTWOOD 7TH VS. CASEY 
In one of the most im-

pressive defensive show-
ings of the seasonl, theLa-
dy eagle seventh graders 
team allowed just two 
points in their 53-2 victo-
ry over Casey on Thursday 
night (11/8). 

Graci Watson scored a 
team-high 13 points along 
with four rebounds. Gra-
cie Dyer scored 10 points 
in the matchup. Reese 
Lehman led the team in 
rebounds, grabbing six 
throughout the game. Sa-
mantha Kindred added 8 
points for Crestwood. 

CRESTWOOD 8TH VS. CASEY 
The eighth grade Crest-

wood girls’ basketball team 
outplayed Casey in every 
aspect of the game Thurs-
day night (11/8), defeating 
them 70-10. 

Trinity Tingley led the 
team in scoring with 20 
points and three assists. 
Kaitlyn Coombes scored 
10 points and picked Ca-
sey’s pockets eight times in 
the contest. Grace Sullivan 
flirted with a triple-dou-
ble, managing 6 points, 
seven rebounds and six 
steals in the game. Gracie 
Adams scored 7 points to 
pair with her six rebounds. 
Deming Hawkins scored 
8 points while posting five 
rebounds. 

 
CRESTWOOD 7TH VS.
 MATTOON 

It took overtime for the 
winner of the Crestwood 
and Mattoon matchup on 
Friday night (11/9) to be 
decided as Crestwood fell 
in the contest 32-28.

Graci Dyer led the team 
in scoring with 9 points. 

JUNIOR HIGH
FROM PAGE 11A

to the Colts 40-26.
The Colts were led in scor-

ing by Braylen Mills with 
10 points.  Owen Jones had 
8points and Rickie White had 
7 points. Drake Thompson 
and Dylan Flores each had four 
points.  Mason Byrnes and 
Cam Yantis finished the day 
with 2 points each. 

EAGLES 23 LIONS 19
The Eagles jumped out to a 9 

– 4 lead in the first quarter. After 
a 10-point run the Eagles found 
themselves with a 19 – 4 lead at 
halftime. Despite scoring just 
two points in the third quarter, 
the Eagles held a 21 – 9 lead go-
ing into the final quarter. The Li-
ons pulled it all together during 
the final quarter and exploded 
for 10 points. The were unable 
to finish the rally though, falling 
to the Eagles 23-19. 

Sophie Henderson, Landon 
Gerberding, Carson Throne-
burg, and Ethan Brown all 
scored 4 points for the Eagles. 
Karson Kollman finished with 
a bucket and a free throw.  
Murray Smith and Mason Bar-
rett each had 2 points.

John Heelan led the Lions 
with 9 points through the af-
ternoon.  Samantha Kindred 
was right behind with 8. Eli 
Brinkerhoff with 3 points. 

BEARS 26 TIGERS 24
At the end of the first quar-

ter it was a tie game at 8-8. The 
Tigers did manage to put to-
gether a 6-0 run in the second 
quarter to take a 14-8 lead at 
halftime. 

The Bears made a run and 
added 8 points to the board 
while holding the Tigers to 
only 4. Entering the final quar-
ter, the Tigers held an 18-16 
lead. 

A last-second heave by Jacob 
Staley ended in success as he 
shot from the outside perime-
ter and found nothing but net. 
The Bears won the game at the 
buzzer 26-24.

Jacob Staley scored 15 
points for the Bears. Austin 
Pardi added 7 points and Car-
ter Fox put in scored 4 points.

Ty King finished with 16 
points for the Tigers. Bro-
dy Whitaker added 6 points 
and Garrett Rigdon scored 2 
points.

WEEK ONE 
BEARS 41 LIONS 20

The first game of the season 
saw the Bears take the court 
against the Lions. 

The first quarter of play re-
sulted in the Bears maintaining 
a small lead at 9-5. Throughout 
the second quarter the Bears 
really came to life offensively. 
The Bears outscored the Lions 
18-0 in the second quarter to 
go into the break with a 27-5 
advantage.

Though the Lions managed 
to pick up the pace offensively 
in the third period, it was too 
little too late. The Bears ended 
the contest with a 41-20 victory. 

The Bears were led in scor-
ing by Nathan Fonner with 10 
points.  Austin Pardi was right 
behind with 9 points. Parker 
Sanders chalked up 8 points as 
well. Gabriel Roush and Jacob 
Staley each had 3 points. Ian 
Theirl, Eyan Keys and Charlie 
Ford each scored 2 points in 
the contest.

Samantha Kindred and 
Kilee Edwards led the Lions 
with 6 points each.  Eli Brinker-
hoff had four points.  John 
Heelan and Brody Quinn fin-
ished with two points. 

HAWKS 19 EAGLES 18
The matchup between the 

Hawks and the Eagles got off 
to a slow start.  At the end of 
the first quarter the Hawks 
were leading the Eagles four 
to two. The Eagles managed to 
get some points on the board 
and lef the Hawks at the break 
10-4. Though the Hawks man-
aged to get the offense moving 
a bit more in the third quarter, 
they still trailed 13-10 enter-
ing the final quarter of play.  It 
appeared as if the game would 
take overtime to settle but 
Bradley Litteral sunk the win-
ning free throw. The Hawks 
outscored the Eagles 9-4 in the 
fourth quarter to win the game. 

Dominic Asbury was the 
leading scorer for the Hawks 
with 9 points. Madox Hutch-
ings added 4 points in the game. 
Bradley Litteral poured in 
3points.  Brody Bishop finished 
the game with 2 points.

The leading scorer for the 
Eagles was Sophie Henderson 
with 6 points.  Hunter Quinn 
and Ethan Brown ended the day 
with 4 points each.  Finishing up 
the scoring was Carson Kollman 

with two and Savannah New-
comer and Landon Gerberding 
each had a single point.

COLTS 37 CARDINALS 11
In the third game of the af-

ternoon the Colts easily took 
the win from the Cardinals.

The Colts jumped out to an 
early lead 11-0 lead in the first 
quarter of play. They continued 
to pour on the heat and at the 
end of the half led 23 – 2. The 
Colts came out of the halftime 
break with a fire still lit under 
them and increased their lead 
to 35-9. Just two baskets were 
scored in the final quarter as 
the Colts cruised to a 37-11 
victory. 

Leading the team in scoring 
was Drake Thompson, Rick-
ie White and Owen Jones, all  
had 6 points. Hailey Yantis, 
Colten Cornwell, and Mason 
Byrnes each scored 4 points.  
Dylan Flores had a bucket and 
a free throw for 3 points.  Gaige 
Burks and Braylen Mills each 
scored once for 2 points. 

 Dylan Lucas led the Cardi-
nals with 4 points.  Bella Mo-
reschi added 3 points.  Carter 
Eastham and Carter Crippes 
added 2 points each.

PANTHERS 36 TIGERS 18
In the final game of the after-

noon, the Panthers snatched a 
36-18 victory against the Ti-
gers.  

 The Panthers jumped out to 
grab control of the first quarter 
by taking a 9-4 lead.  The sec-
ond quarter was much slower 
paced but the Panthers still 
held a comfortable 14-6 lead 
at halftime. Drew Rogers made 
sure that the Panthers would 
win the game, scoring at will 
against the Tigers. At the end 
of the third quarter the Pan-
thers held a 26-10 lead. The 
fourth quarter saw Rogers take 
control of the court again as he 
added another 10 points to the 
board and the Panthers walked 
away with their first win of the 
season.

It was Drew Rogers’ day on 
the court as he ended the game 
with 26 points for the Pan-
thers.  Jackson Rigdon added 
four points and Karic Mason 
had a bucket and a free throw 
for 3 points.  Kipton Bradford 
put in a basket for two. Dylan 
Blair made one of his two at-
tempted free throws for one.

Tiger Ty King had a strong 
day on the court with 12 
points.  Keon Brinkerhoff, Cai-
son Whitaker, and Logan Dick 
each scored 2 points. 

LEAGUE
FROM PAGE 11A

Graci Watson poured in 8 
points. Cate Kirby and Viv-
ian Moore each scored 4 
points while Taylor Clark 
scored 3 points. 

CRESTWOOD 8TH VS. MATTOON 
Crestwood faced off with 

one of their more challeng-
ing opponents Friday night 
(11/9) but were able to keep 
them at bay, defeating Mat-
toon 42-20. 

Trinity Tingley scored a 
team high 11 points. Dem-
ing Hawkins scored 7 points 
in the matchup. Kaitlyn 
Coombes and Grace Sullivan 
each added 6 points.

CRESTWOOD 7TH VS. CASEY 
In one of the most impres-

sive defensive showings of 
the seasonl, theLady eagle 
seventh graders team allowed 
just two points in their 53-2 
victory over Casey on Thurs-
day night (11/8). 

Graci Watson scored a 
team-high 13 points along 
with four rebounds. Gracie 
Dyer scored 10 points in the 
matchup. Reese Lehman led 
the team in rebounds, grab-
bing six throughout the game. 
Samantha Kindred added 8 
points for Crestwood. 

CRESTWOOD 8TH VS. CASEY 
The eighth grade Crest-

wood girls’ basketball team 
outplayed Casey in every as-
pect of the game Thursday 
night (11/8), defeating them 
70-10. 

Trinity Tingley led the 
team in scoring with 20 
points and three assists. 
Kaitlyn Coombes scored 
10 points and picked Ca-
sey’s pockets eight times in 
the contest. Grace Sullivan 
flirted with a triple-double, 
managing 6 points, seven re-
bounds and six steals in the 
game. Gracie Adams scored 
7 points to pair with her six 
rebounds. Deming Hawkins 
scored 8 points while posting 
five rebounds. 
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Douglas Hasler
Longview Bank & Trust
600 E. Jasper St.
Paris, IL 61944
217-465-6360 Office
217-822-5371 Cell
douglas.hasler@lpl.com

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

Tri-County Lady Titans off to a fast start

Tina Jones/The Prairie Press

The Tri-County Lady Titans opened their 2018-2019 season with a victory this week. Team mem-
bers are first row, from left, Tayler Barry, Meredith Smith, Harley Barry, Maiya Eskew and Isabella 
Carroll. Second row, from left, are Melia Eskew, LIllie Cox, Kiersten Price-Wilson, Grace Burnside 
and Bella Dudley.

BY TIM HENDERSHOT
sportsfan122774@yahoo.com

OAKLAND — After hav-
ing its initial season opener 

against Georgetown-Ridge 
Farm canceled, it was finally 
time for some high school 
girls basketball in Oakland 
as the Tri-County Titans 
made their 2018-2019 debut 
on Thursday night hosting a 
key non-conference contest 

Lady Titans simply 
overpower Tuscola

against the Tuscola Warriors. 
The match-up pitted two 

teams ranked in the News-Ga-
zette Top10 with the TCT 
ranked number four and the 
Warriors ranked number 
eight.  

The Titans hoped to start 
their journey towards a deep 
run in the playoffs having 
made the Sweet Sixteen the 
past two years. TCT was tak-
ing on a Lady Warriors team 
that started off their season 
with a 58-13 win against Ar-
genta-Oreana Monday.

As the ball tipped, it was the 
speed and physical defensive 
play of the Lady Titans that 
didn’t let the Warriors have 
any breathing room cruising 
to a 53-27 win.  

It was apparent from the 
start that Tri-County wanted 
to set the tempo early using 
quick ball movement and their 
revamped pressure defense as 
it was a combination of inside 
and outside play to the tune 
of sixteen first quarter points.  
The inside play came from Ki-
ersten Price-Wilson scoring 
six points while the outside 
came from Tayler Barry with 
six points - both shots coming 
from three point range.

The Warriors did have their 
chances, but saw the shots go 
cold only scoring six points 
while the defense of the Ti-
tans forced Tuscola into 
some early turnovers giving 
Tri-County a 16-6 lead after 
eight minutes.  

The Warriors managed to 
produce some life in the sec-
ond quarter getting the Titans 
into some early foul trouble 
and manufacturing points 
from the free throw line going 
7 of 10 in the frame.  

However, the shots were 
still hard to come by as Tus-
cola only hit two shots as part 
of their 12 points scored.  

The momentum contin-
ued for the Titans scoring 
sixteen more points as Barry 
scored nine of those points 
and Tri-County held a 32-16 
lead heading into the locker 
room.

The pressure continued 
on in the third quarter as 
Tri-County held Tuscola 
without a made field goal 
the entire eight minutes and 
to only one point total while 
Harley Barry finally got things 
going with strong dribble 
penetration to the basket 
scoring nine of the Titans 
thirteen points.  

TCTs then had a com-
manding 45-17 lead heading 
into the fourth quarter.  The 
final stanza saw the Warriors 
finally run out of gas hav-
ing being forced to go into 
full court pressure to try and 
make a comeback, but the 

cold shooting continued only 
hitting two shots.  Tuscola did 
manage to go a perfect six of 
six from the free throw line as 
part of their ten points scored.  
The Titans got to go into their 
bench for the latter part of the 
contest scoring eight points 
as Lillie Cox scored six of the 
eight points to complete the 
26 point win.

The Titans went 23 of 60 
overall for 38.3 percent shoot-
ing.  

One concern on the night 
was that Tri-County only got 
to the free throw line three 
times making two of them for 
66.7 percent.  The other con-
cern was the number of turn-
overs coughing up the ball 23 
times.  

Tayler Barry led all scor-
ers with 15 points on 5 of 13 
shooting while Harley Barry 
added 13 points on 6 of 12 

shooting.  Kiersten Price-Wil-
son finished with 10 points 
on 5 of 9 shooting.

The Warriors ended the 
night 6 of 40 shooting for 15 
percent and turned the ball 
over 26 times.  The one bright 
spot for Tuscola was at the 
free throw line going 14 of 20 
for 70 percent.  Lexie Russo 
led Tuscola with 10 points 
on 3 of 7 shooting and Na-
talie Bates added seven points 
with four of the points com-
ing from the free throw line.  
Brynn Tabeling had six points 
in the loss.

The Titans (1-0) will start 
pool play today in Oakwood 
at the McDonald’s Comet 
Classic with two games.  The 
team will face the George-
town-Ridge Farm Buffaloes 
at 9 a.m., then will take on the 
Hoopeston Area Cornjerkers 
at 12 p.m.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?



TODAY

RELAY FOR LIFE FUNDRAISER
The Edgar County Relay for Life 
kickoff for the next fundraising 
season is 7 p.m. Nov. 17 at the 
American Legion Post. The 
event features live music and 
humor by Mark Allen and the 
Rail Brothers Band. Tickets are 
$10 and may be purchased at 
the door.

CRAFT FAIR AND BAKE SALE
VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The weekly VFW Auxiliary Craft 
Fair and Bake Sale is 9 a.m.-2 
p.m. at the post home on West 
Court Street. 

MONDAY

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Monday, 
weather permitting, and exclusive 
of holidays, at the Human 
Resources Center, 118 E. Court 
Street, Paris. 

TUESDAY

EVENING TOPS MEETING
TOPS Illinois #2318 meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of the 
Presbyterian Church. Weigh-
in starts at 5:45 p.m. and the 
meeting is 7 p.m. Contact Janice 
Stevens at 217-808-0078 for 
more information.

WEIGHT WATCHERS MEETING
Weight Watchers meets every 
Tuesday in the basement of 
the Edgar County Farm Bureau 
building, 210 W. Washington, 
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CHILDREN’S MUSEUM THANKSGIVING WEEK HOURS
With many schools on break and families traveling for the 
Thanksgiving holiday, the Terre Haute Children’s Museum is 
offering special hours and activities for museum entry and the 
Ropes Challenge Course.
The operation schedule is as follows:
•Saturday, Nov. 17: museum 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; ropes 10:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
•Sunday, Nov. 18: museum noon-5 p.m.; ropes 12:30 p.m.-3:30 
p.m.
•Monday, Nov. 19: closed
•Tues., Nov. 20: museum 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; ropes 10:30 a.m.-4:30 
p.m.
•Wednesday, Nov. 21: museum 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; ropes 10:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.
•Thursday, Nov. 22: Thanksgiving Day, museum closed
•Friday, Nov. 23: museum 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.; ropes 10:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m.
•Saturday Nov. 24: museum 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; ropes 10:30 a.m.-
3:30 p.m.
•Sunday, Nov. 25: museum noon-5 p.m.; ropes 12:30 p.m.- 3:30 
p.m.
The museum’s education team is also doing hands on science 
throughout the week with Exploring Birds. This special session 
for the holiday break explores birds from beak to tail feathers 
with a variety of hands-on science activities 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Nov. 
20, 21, 23 and 24. Participation is included with the admission.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944
Questions? call 217-921-3216.

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

LOCAL FORECAST

 TODAY FRIDAY SATURDAY  SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY

43   31
Prec: 20%

38   23
Prec: 30%

41   28
Prec: 0%

40   24
Prec: 0%

44   30
Prec: 0%

50   37
Prec: 0%

52   38
Prec: 0%

TODAY — Mostly cloudy with isolated 
showers possible in the afternoon. Highs 
top out in the lower 40s.

SUNDAY — Rain/snow mix possible in the 
morning. Otherwise, cloudy and cold with 
highs only in the upper 30s.

MONDAY — Highs top out in the lower 40s 
under mostly sunny skies.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 6:37 a.m. 4:34 p.m. 1:58 p.m. 12:34 a.m.

SUNDAY 6:39 a.m. 4:33 p.m. 2:27 p.m. 1:33 a.m.

MONDAY 6:40 a.m. 4:32 p.m. 2:55 p.m. 2:33 a.m.

TUESDAY 6:41 a.m. 4:32 p.m. 3:25 p.m. 3:36 a.m.

WEDNESDAY 6:42 a.m. 4:31 p.m. 3:58 p.m. 4:40 a.m.

THURSDAY 6:43 a.m. 4:31 p.m. 4:35 p.m. 5:47 a.m.

FRIDAY 6:44 a.m. 4:30 p.m. 5:17 p.m. 6:55 a.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51°/33°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77° in 1952
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4° in 1959

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.55”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2.14”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46.29”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37.68”

NORMAL:    High: 51   Low: 33    More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU
Weather
Wizard

@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  It is our policy to check 
every story for its accuracy. 
If you were contacted for an 
article and the information 
wasn’t verified, please contact 
Publisher Nancy Zeman at 
217-921-3216 or nzeman@
prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  

let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? Call 
us or message us on Facebook. 

TALK BACK

ABOUT US

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher/Editor: Nancy Roberts 
Zeman
Staff writer: Gary Henry
Bookkeeper: Michelle Jacobs
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/

Michelle Jacobs
 Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 
Wednesday prior to the Satur-
day publication.  Advertising 
(display or classifieds ads) 
are due 1 p.m. Thursday prior 
to the Saturday publication. 

The Prairie Press is published  
weekly on Saturday by Prairie 
Beacon LLC and is delivered 
to 7,225 readers in and around 
Edgar County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no 
liability through typographical 
error, and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. Copyright 
2018 by Prairie Beacon LLC. 

All rights reserved.  Reproduc-
tion in whole or in part without 
written permission is prohibited. 
Postmaster: 

Send address changes to The 
Prairie Press, 101 N. Central Ave., 
Paris, Ill. 61944.

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381
You can also bank with us online or at any First Mid location!

firstmid.com

Financial Solutions 
for every step of life.

BANKING  |  WEALTH MANAGEMENT  |  INSURANCE

111 South Walnut • Oakland, IL 
 Find us on Facebook!

Don’t stress over your loved one’s safety and well 
being this winter. Let our wonderful staff provide 

safety and excellent care while you mentally relax! We 
provide home cooked meals, housekeeping, individual 
laundry service, as well as daily assistance as need-
ed , all at an affordable price! With only 13 individual 
apartments, you will feel like part of the family in our 
wonderful home.  Stop in for a tour and see for your-

self! Guarantee you will fall in love and have total confi-
dence  in our staff! http://the-oaks-manor.business.site

The Oaks Manor

Senior Apartments

217-346-2042

Paris. Weigh-in starts at 5 p.m. 
and the meeting begins at 
5:30 p.m. Information about 
the Weight Watchers system is 
available at www.weightwatch-
ers.com, or by attending a 
meeting.

WEDNESDAY

BOOK CHAT
The Marshall Public Library’s 
next book chat is 10:30 a.m. 

Nov. 21 featuring “News of the 
World” by Paulette Jiles. While 
discussing the book, patrons 
may enjoy a flavored coffee 
and light snack. Multiple copies 
of the book are available for 
checkout and the possibility 
to participate for those who 
cannot attend exists via the 
library’s Facebook page. More 
information  by calling 217-826-
2535 or at marshallpublicli-
brary@gmail.com.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

UPCOMING

4-H CLUB OFFICER PARTY 
A party for all 4-H club officers 
from Clark, Crawford and Edgar 
counties is 6:30 p.m. Nov. 26 
at the University of Illinois 
Extension Office in Marshall. 
All 4-H’ers holding the offices 
of president, vice president, 
secretary, treasurer, reporter, 
recreation leader and new mem-
ber coordinator are encouraged 
to attend. Games, refreshments 
and training will be provided. 
A session for volunteer club 
leaders to share program ideas 
and club management practices 
is also scheduled.

TOY AUCTION
A toy auction 6 p.m. Nov. 27 at 
the Paris Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post is a fundraising event 
for Christmas for Kids. Orga-
nized by Tolka Bros. Christmas 
Auctions. The event features new 
toys participants can purchase 
for their own Christmas giving. 
Proceeds support the work of 
Christmas for Kids to provide 
presents for children to unwrap 
on Christmas morning.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
Santa and Mrs. Claus are coming 
to Shiloh School from 9-11 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 1, for a Pancakes 
and Pajamas breakfast. The Post 
Prom parents and junior class 
members are serving pancakes 
and sausage for $6 at the door, 
and everyone is invited to wear 
their coziest pajamas and sit with 
Santa for a picture and visit the 
art table to make a craft. Raffles 
feature two prize packages 
full of the hottest Christmas 
toys for 2018 and a homemade 
Christmas wreath. All proceeds 
collected go toward post prom 
expenses.

HANDCUFFS AND HOSES
Handcuffs and Hoses, sponsored 
by Paris Charity Events, is 5 p.m. 
Dec. 1 at Eveland Gym to benefit 
Christmas for Kids. Admission is a 
cash donation or a new toy still in 
the box. The evening features two 
basketball games with a Mayo vs. 
Crestwood alumni game leading 
off, followed by a game between 
the Paris Police Department and 
the Paris Fire Department.

CHRISTMAS PARADE
The lighted Christmas parade at 
Chrisman is 7 p.m. Dec. 5.
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The Opportunity  Bank  |  BANKPROSPECT.COM

 

CHRISTMAS CLUB
open yours today!

 
How does it work?

Christmas Club payments will be set up as an AFT 
(Automatic Funds Transfer) 

from any deposit account at Prospect Bank.
An AFT will be issued in October of 2019 for the 

amount that has been deposited. 
1.18% Annual Percentage Yield      

Set aside up to $1,000.00 per month! 
 

You can save $420 for your 2019 Christmas shopping by setting 
aside just $35 a month!  

Disclosures: The above example is intended to be used as a guideline. Automatic Funds 
Transfers will continue until an account is closed. Withdrawals from Christmas Club account 

are not permitted prior to annual disbursement. There will be a $20.00 fee for closing a 
Christmas Club account early. The rate may change after the account is opened. APY is 

accurate as of October 1, 2018. Minimum opening deposit of $1.00.

After more than 30 years in 
business

WE'RE 
RETIRING

Visit our sale 

SATURDAY, NOV. 24,  10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
to purchase carpet, vinyl, tools and supplies.

430 West Jasper (Next to the New Wave Office)

Cash only! NO CHECKS, debit cards or credit cards

Thank you to our loyal customers for the many 
years of support. 

We've loved doing business with you!

—Lawrence  and JoEllen Edwards

Specializing in Farmland, Real Estate, 
Agricultural Equipment, Business Liquidations,

Antiques, Collectibles & Personal Property. 

Live, Simulcast & Online Only Auctions!

Contact us today for a no obligation & confidential 
consultation concerning your auction needs.

Ph. 217-465-4545 Email: info@mossauctionteam.com

www.mossauctionteam.com

Let Moss Auction Team
build a successful & profitable

auction for you!

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

One of the oldest continu-
ing charities in Edgar County 
is determined to serve as long 
as there is a community need. 

For one century, the Paris 
Community Nurse and Wel-
fare Association’s Christmas 
Basket Project has been a hol-
iday tradition to provide food 
to residents in Paris and the 
surrounding areas.

“Our community is aware 
of the issues and not blind to 
the fact people here in the area 
are in need,” said Scott Barrett. 
“We are fortunate enough to 
have caring individuals who 
see that some residents are 
underprivileged.” 

Barrett has served as chair-
man of the food basket cam-
paign for the past eight years. 

He added, “The volunteers 
are more than willing to assist 
and this will continue as long 
as there’s a need.” 

This charity event is cele-
brating it’s100th anniversary 
of reaching out to those in 
need during the holidays to 
provide a traditional holiday 
meal. The organization packs 
and delivers 350 food baskets, 
which is far more than the sev-
en baskets distributed in 1918.

The organization and the 
food basket program can trace 
its roots back to 1918. It began 
at the end of World War I with 
money left over from the war 
effort. At its conception, the 
organization initially provided 
nursing services at little or no 
cost to those in need in Paris 
who were homebound. 

At that time, Paris Commu-

nity Nurse Hazel Collier led 
the organization.

Collier noticed many of the 
people she visited also need-
ed clothing and food. Acting 
on her own initiative, Collier 
raised funds from local busi-
nesses to put together a basket 
of food and clothing for seven 
of her patients. 

“Since that time the orga-
nization has grown and today 
provides baskets for 350 fam-
ilies,” Barrett said, noting bas-
kets are provided throughout 
Edgar County – not just Paris. 

Although the modern or-
ganization no longer supplies 
clothing, it does provide a 
large box of food at Christmas 
time to those that request it. 
The boxes are delivered with-
in Paris but recipients outside 
of the city must pick them up. 

This year’s food baskets 
contains a four-pound ham, 
one box of macaroni and 
cheese, a box of stuffing, a can 
each of corn, green beans and 
carrots, a jar of applesauce, a 
box of Jell-o®, a box of cake mix 
with cake icing, two loaves of 
bread, one dozen eggs, a tub 
of butter, a five-pound bag of 
potatoes and several apples 
and oranges.  

Enrollment to receive a 
food box starts at noon Mon-
day, Nov. 26 and continues on 
a first come, first served basis 
until a total of 350 names are 
collected. Those wanting to 
participate must contact the 
Paris Township Office at 463-
7215 after Nov. 26. The office 
is open 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Mon-
day through Thursday. 

“Do not delay in calling as 

last year we collected all of 
the names in five days,” said 
Barrett. 

Recipients must live in Ed-
gar County and must call to 
request a basket for their fam-
ilies.

Important dates for vol-
unteers helping prepare and 
deliver food boxes are 1 p.m.  
Friday, Dec. 21 at the garage 
of Templeton Funeral Home. 
Delivery of the food baskets 
begins at 8 a.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 22, also from the funeral 
home garage. 

“If you wish to volunteer, no 
sign up is needed. We simply 
ask that you show up on the 
date and time that you wish 
to help and we will put you to 
work,” Barrett said.

The Christmas Basket proj-
ect of the Paris Community 
Nurse and Welfare Associa-
tion could not continue with-
out the ongoing support of 
the community. 

Barrett noted local schools 
and different organizations 
help the Christmas basket 
program by holding food 
drives.

“We have really included 
the local schools lately,” he 
said. “All the schools collect 
certain items for us. It’s ex-
tremely beneficial because 
it allows us to save money to 
spend on other food items. 
Plus it has opened up aware-
ness to the school children, 
their families and the entire 
community.”

This year’s food drive is ex-
pected to cost approximately 
$7,500. Monetary donations 
are welcome and may be 
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A long line of people circle through the garage at Templeton Funeral Home and back out into the 
parking lot to help carry packed boxes of food in preparation for the Community Nurse Christmas 
Basket distribution.

Oldest community Christmas tradition ready for another year
mailed to Mike Morris, 507 
West Washington Street, Par-
is, IL. Checks should be pay-
able to the Community Nurse 
Christmas Baskets.

“We will continue for many 
years,” Barrett said. “One hun-
dred years ago, the group orig-
inally began with only seven 
baskets. It has definitely grown 
over the years. Five years ago 
we were serving 300 baskets 
and now we have added 50 
more. The support is so good 
and strong that hopefully we 
can increase it. As long as the 
needs grow and the commu-
nity needs the services, then it 
will always be here.” 

As in the past 100 years, 
the organization continues to 
provide year-round free basic 
nursing services to those in 
need. Services such as blood 
pressure checks, medication 
education and medication box 
filling, occasional injections 
and other basic nursing skills 
are provided by the current 
community nurse Charlotte 
Smith.

“If someone believes they 
could benefit from our nurs-
ing services they may ask their 

healthcare provider, pharma-
cist, or social worker to help set 
the services up,” said Barrett. 

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

Rumors of a planned attack 
by two students at Paris High 
School are greatly exaggerated, 
Paris Police Chief Mike Hen-
ness said Thursday afternoon.

The investigation is continu-
ing and the two students have 
been removed from the school 
by their parents. A third stu-
dent became involved today 
following social media posts, 
Henness said.

“The initial two didn’t go on 
social media, and they did not 
threaten the school,” said Hen-
ness.

The rumors exploded on 
social media today, prompting 
the school administration to re-
lease the following statement:

“A rumor has circulated that 
there was a potential of school 
violence at PHS. This rumor 
was investigated immediately 
by school administration and 
law enforcement. The schools 
are secure. Appropriate pro-
tocol is being followed in 
conjunction with law enforce-
ment. Administration and law 
enforcement work on a regular 
basis to monitor school activ-
ities and the security of our 
students. Safety of our students 
is our top priority, and we ap-
preciate the support of our 

community in reporting safety 
threats.”

Henness said the investi-
gation began when other stu-
dents expressed concern after 
hearing two boys discussing 
guns and hunting in a P.E. class. 

The two students — who 
denied planning any violence 
— were removed from class 
and questioned by Sgt. Rich 
Wilson. Their parents were 
called and they were removed 
from the school, pending fur-
ther investigation.

Henness said law enforce-
ment has interviewed approxi-
mately 80 PHS students about 
the alleged threat. It is unclear 
where the rumor started. The 
third student was brought into 
the investigation after posting 
on social media he would help 
one of the others if anybody 
tried to attack him. 

“It was hearsay,” the police 
chief said, adding the two orig-
inal students accused of plot-
ting a shooting attack had not 
made any social media post-
ings claiming that was their 
intention. 

Contrary to social media re-
ports of a stockpile of weapons 
and notebooks detailing the 
attack, Henness said no guns 
were found in the home of one 
of the students while firearms 

were found in the other stu-
dent’s home. There were no 
notebooks containing plans of 
an alleged attack, he empha-
sized.

“The parents voluntarily 
removed the guns from the 
home,” said Henness.

The investigation is close to 
wrapping up, Henness said. 

All three will likely be eval-
uated by the SASS — the 
Screening, Assessment and 
Support Services — of the 
state of Illinois. SASS is a co-
operative partnership between 
the Department of Children 
and Family Services, the De-
partment of Healthcare and 
Family Services and the De-
partment of Human Services. 

Once the investigation is 
completed, Wilson will pro-
vide information to Edgar 
County States Attorney Mark 
Isaf to determine if criminal 
charges are warranted.

In the meantime, the parents 
of all three students agreed to 
keep their children at home so 
police know where they are.

Henness emphasized police 
would advise parents of other 
high school students and the 
community if a credible threat 
existed. 

“Those are our children,” 
said Henness.

Shooting rumors create tension
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ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

Visit our website! www.bettyjaneskitchen.com

Betty Jane’s 
 Kitchen110 E. Madison

Paris 
217-921-3764

From Our Family to Yours, 

Happy Thanksgiving!
Holiday Hours:

Wednesday, November 21st - Drive Thru Open 
for Coffee and Special Order pickup 6:30 am. 
to 2:00 pm (Dining Room Closed)
Thursday, November 22nd  - Closed
Friday, November 23rd - Closed
Saturday, November 24th - Closed Enjoy the 
Christmas in Paris Activities!

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

A Paris man has plenty of 
time to contemplate the conse-
quences of breaking the law.

Michael E. Powell, 26, Paris, 
entered a negotiated guilty plea 
Nov. 8 in Edgar County Cir-
cuit Court to a Class 4 felony 
reckless conduct and a Class A 
misdemeanor endangering the 
health of a child charges. He 
was sentenced to 180 days in 
jail with credit for 14 days previ-
ously served, 90 days actual ser-
vice and the remainder of time 
held for a motion to vacate. 
Other terms of the sentence 
include two years of probation, 
a total fine of $800, court costs 
and various state fees. 

In exchange for the plea, the 
state dismissed a Class 3 felony 
aggravated battery charge.

In another case, Powell 
pleaded guilty to a Class 4 fel-
ony criminal damage to prop-
erty and a child endangerment 
charge. In that case, he was 
sentenced to a concurrent 180 
days in jail with 90 days to be 
served beginning Nov. 16 and 
the remaining 90 days subject 
to a motion to vacate, two years 
of probation, a $300 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. He 
was additionally ordered to 
complete anger management 
and parenting classes per an 
evaluation. 

Other individuals appearing 
before the bench for the Nov. 5 
and Nov. 8 traffic and criminal 
calls included:

IN CUSTODY
nJohn D. Atteberry, 31, Par-

is, appeared in custody for miss-
ing a previous court appear-
ance. His unresolved charges of 
two counts of a Class 2 felony 
burglary, a Class 3 felony aggra-
vated battery of a victim over 
60 years old, three counts of a 
Class 4 felony criminal damage 
to property and a Class A mis-
demeanor criminal damage to 
property were continued for a 
pretrial conference. 

Atteberry was also present-
ed with a new Class 2 felony 
escape from a penal institution 
charge. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for the prelimi-
nary hearing. He was remand-
ed to custody pending posting 
of bond. 
nBrendan Conners, 47, 

Marshall, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor retail theft. He 
was granted a personal recog-
nizance bond and the public 
defender was appointed. The 
matter was continued for a 
first appearance with counsel. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending release processing. 

nTravis L. Carty, 38, Paris, 
appeared in custody and his 
unresolved Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine, 
Class 4 felony aggravated driv-
ing while license revoked and 
Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
charges were continued for pre-
trial conferences. 

In another matter, Carty 
pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class 4 felony 
unlawful possession of a con-
trolled substance and a Class 
A misdemeanor retail theft. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond. 
nRichard E. Durbin, 41, 

West Terre Haute, Ind., ap-
peared in custody and admit-
ted a petition to revoke his 
probation sentences for a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine conviction and 
a Class 4 felony possession of 
a controlled substance con-
viction. His oral motion to be 
released on a personal recog-
nizance bond was heard and 
granted. He is allowed to reside 
in Indiana. A presentencing in-
vestigation was ordered and a 
sentencing status hearing was 
scheduled. He was remanded 
to custody pending release pro-
cessing. 
nBrenda L. Elledge, 63, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
pleaded guilty to a Class 2 fel-
ony unlawful use of property 
for methamphetamine man-
ufacturing and was sentenced 
to 180 days in jail with credit 
for 80 days previously served, 
three years of probation, a $500 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees. The sentence also 
contained an order to complete 
counseling per an evaluation. 
In return for the plea, the state 
dismissed a Class X felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
charge. Elledge was remanded 
to custody to begin her jail sen-
tence. 
nFoster W. Miller, 20, Paris, 

appeared in custody for missing 
a previous court appearance. 
His unresolved Class 4 felony 
possession of a hypodermic sy-
ringe charge was continued for 
the preliminary hearing. A pre-
trial conference was scheduled 
for the unresolved petition to 
revoke his probation sentence 
for a Class A misdemeanor 
criminal trespassing to vehicles 
conviction. 
nMiller’s unresolved Class 

A misdemeanor aggravated 
assault, Class A misdemeanor 
possession of a hypodermic 
syringe and a Class C misde-
meanor assault charges were 
continued for pretrial confer-
ences. He was remanded to 
custody pending posting of 
bond. 

Powell gets 90 days with plea deals
COURT

nKenneth E. Parsons, 43, 
West Terre Haute, Ind., ap-
peared in custody. A new public 
defender was appointed and 
the preliminary hearing was 
continued for his two counts 
of a Class 2 felony burglary, two 
counts of a Class 3 felony theft, 
a Class 4 felony obstruction of 
justice and a Class A misde-
meanor theft charges. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nAaron W. Umberger, 31, 

Paris, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 3 felo-
ny possession of methamphet-
amine. The public defender 
was appointed and bond was 
set at $15,000. The matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing and he was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond. 

Brittany L. Umberger, 22, 
Paris, appeared in custody. She 
was charged with two counts 
of a Class 4 felony possession 
of a controlled substance and 
a Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of a hypodermic sy-
ringe. The public defender was 
appointed and she pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand. Bond was set at $7,500. 
She was remanded to custody 
pending posting of bond.

In another case, Umberger 
was presented with a petition to 
revoke her probation sentence 
for a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine convic-
tion. The public defender was 
appointed and the matter was 
continued for a first appearance 
with counsel. 
nCharles G. Wells, 19, Paris, 

appeared in custody. His unre-
solved Class 4 felony criminal 
damage to property charge was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence. He was remanded to cus-
tody pending posting of bond. 

CHARGES
nKirk A. Ayres, 33, Par-

is, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on 
a suspended license. He was 
sentenced to 18 months of con-
ditional discharge and court 
costs.
nKatelynn M. Bowman, 21, 

Paris, was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia. The public de-
fender was appointed and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. 
nDustin R. Hay, 33, Mat-

toon, was charged with a Class 
3 felony aggravated battery and 
a Class A misdemeanor battery. 
He told the court he will hire 
an attorney and the matter was 
continued for the preliminary 
hearing. 
nJassem M. Holvani, no 

age provided, Chrisman, was 
charged with a Class A misde-
meanor domestic battery. The 
public defender was appointed 
and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel. 
nMichael A. Swinford, 40, 

Hindsboro, was charged with 
a Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alcohol. 
He told the court he will hire 
an attorney and the matter was 
continued for a first appearance 
with counsel. 
nDale L. Porter II, 38, Paris, 

was charged with a Class 3 fel-
ony theft and a Class 4 felony 
possession of an identification 
card of another person. The 
public defender was appointed 
and the matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 

GUILTY PLEAS
nAlexi R. Baugh, 22, Paris, 

admitted a petition to revoke 
her conditional discharge sen-
tence for a Class A misdemean-
or resisting a police officer con-
viction. She was resentenced to 
60 days in jail subject to a mo-
tion to vacate, one year of con-
ditional discharge and ordered 
to pay all previous financial ob-
ligations. 
nKelsey L. Burk, 27, Clin-

ton, Ind., pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
charge and was sentenced to 
two years of court supervision, 
a $750 fine, a $750 DUI equip-
ment fee, court costs, various 
state fees and ordered to com-
plete counseling per an evalua-
tion. In return for the plea, the 
state dismissed a second DUI 
charge. 
nAshley Dalton, 27, Mon-

tezuma, Ind., admitted a peti-
tion to revoke her probation 
sentence for a Class 4 felony 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance conviction. A presen-
tence investigation was ordered 
and the matter was continued 
for the sentencing hearing. 
nAshley N. England, 33, 

Oakland, pleaded guilty to a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine charge. 
She was sentenced to 90 days 
in jail with credit for 12 days 
previously served with 60 days 
as electronic home monitoring 
and the balance of time subject 
to a motion to vacate, two years 
of first offender probation, 10 
hours of community service 
work, a $500 fine, court costs, 
various state fees and an order 
to complete counseling per an 
evaluation.
nJames C. Gorden, 21, Riv-

erwoods, pleaded guilty to an 
amended Class B misdemean-
or speeding charge. He was 
sentenced to a $600 fine, court 
costs and various state fees. 
nKristin D. Jewell, 38, Par-

is, entered a negotiated guilty 
plea to a Class A misdemeanor 
criminal damage to property 
charge and was sentenced to 
18 months of conditional dis-
charge, court costs and various 
state fees. In exchange for the 
plea, the state dismissed a Class 
C misdemeanor disorderly 
conduct charge. 

In another case, Jewell plead-
ed guilty to a second Class A 
misdemeanor criminal damage 
to property and was sentenced 
to 18 months of conditional 
discharge to run concurrent 
with the previous conviction, a 

$300 fine, court costs and var-
ious state fees. In exchange for 
that plea, the state dismissed a 
Class B misdemeanor trespass-
ing to real property charge. 
nCraig W. Kestner, 27, Car-

ol Stream, pleaded guilty to a 
Class 3 felony possession of 
cannabis and a Class 4 felony 
obstruction of justice. He was 
sentenced to 180 days in jail 
with credit for 88 days previ-
ously served and the remaining 
time subject to a motion to va-
cate, two years of probation, a 
$500 fine, court costs, various 
state fees and an order to obtain 
counseling per an evaluation.
nLogan R. Machango, 18, 

Chrisman, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
charge, and was sentenced to 
two years of court supervision, 
a $750 fine, a $750 DUI equip-
ment fee, court costs, various 
state fees and an order to un-
dergo counseling per an evalu-
ation. In return for the plea, the 
state dismissed a second DUI 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
speeding charges. 
nSabrina M. Pearson, 31, 

West Union, entered a nego-
tiated guilty plea to a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia and was 
sentenced to 18 months of 
conditional discharge, a $750 
fine, court costs, various state 
fees and ordered to undergo 
counseling per an evaluation. 
In exchange for the plea, the 
state dismissed a Class C mis-
demeanor disorderly conduct 
charge.
nTrent B. Powell, 38, Broc-

ton, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license charge. He 
was sentenced to one year of 
conditional discharge, a $400 
fine, court costs and various 
state fees.
nAshley K. Whiley, 35, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a Class 
A misdemeanor retail theft 
charge. She was sentenced to 
one year of conditional dis-
charge, a $300 fine, court costs 
and various state fees.

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nJamie E. Adams, 36, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor domestic battery, a 
Class A misdemeanor resisting 
a police officer and a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct charges. A pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled.
nJacob A. Coe, 42, Terre 

Haute, Ind., failed to appear 
and the preliminary hearing 
was held in his absence. The 
public defender entered a not 
guilty plea with a jury trial de-
mand to a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
charge. An arrest warrant for 
Coe was issued and bond was 
set at $20,000.
nTiffany L. Farrell, 28, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor driving on a revoked 
registration and a Class A mis-
demeanor driving on a sus-

pended license charges. A pre-
trial conference was scheduled.
nDana D. Lee, 47, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to two counts of 
a Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of alcohol 
and a Class A misdemeanor 
leaving the scene of an accident 
charges. The matter was contin-
ued for a pretrial conference.
nMichael Miller, 40, Paris, 

pleaded not guilty with a jury 
trial demand to a Class A mis-
demeanor driving on a sus-
pended license charge. A pre-
trial conference was scheduled. 
nDallas E. Peterson, 37, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 3 
felony possession of metham-
phetamine and a Class A mis-
demeanor possession of drug 
paraphernalia. The matter was 
continued for a pretrial confer-
ence. 
nNathaniel E. Schumacher, 

21, Paris, waived the prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine and a Class 
A misdemeanor possession of 
drug paraphernalia charges. 

In another matter, Schum-
acher denied a second petition 
to revoke his probation sen-
tence for a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
conviction. The public defend-
er was appointed and the mat-
ter was continued for a pretrial 
conference. 

OTHER MATTERS
nLloyd A. Blaudow, 29, 

Paris, appeared for an agreed 
sentence after previously ad-
mitting petitions to revoke his 
probation sentences for two 
counts of a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
conviction and a Class 4 felony 
possession of an open title con-
victions. He was resentenced to 
two years in the Illinois Depart-
ment of Corrections with cred-
it for 46 days previously served. 
He was ordered to report to the 
jail Dec. 3 for transportation to 
prison. 
nSean P. Christopher, 30, 

Paris, failed to appear for a mo-
tion to vacate jail time attached 
to his Class 4 felony possession 
of a controlled substance con-
viction. The court imposed a 
four-day jail sentence starting 
when Christopher is appre-
hended on the no-bond arrest 
warrant that was issued.  
nAaron S. Ingram, 26, Paris, 

appeared for the petition to re-
voke his probation sentence for 
a Class 3 felony possession of 
methamphetamine conviction. 
The court found he was not in 
compliance, revoked the sen-
tence, ordered a presentence 
investigation and continued the 
matter for a sentencing hearing.

WARRANTS
Warrants were prepared and 

issued when the following in-
dividuals failed to answer the 
court call: Leslie K. Dunagan, 
36, Kansas; Cole S. Lewis, 25, 
Kansas; and Kasey N. Razmus, 
35, Chrisman. 

OBITUARIES

CAROLYN BECHER
Carolyn Lucille Becher, 

84, of Paris, passed away at 
9:14 p.m. EST Friday, Nov. 

9, 2018, at 
H a r r i s o n’s 
C r o s s i n g 
Health Cam-
pus, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
She was an 
e x e c u t i v e 
secretary for 

U.O. Colson and Company. 
She also had been an execu-
tive secretary for Convair in 
California, the Human Re-
source Center and Charles 
Becher Land Surveying 
Company.  

A Mass of Christian 
Burial was celebrated at 2 
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 14, 
2018, at St. Mary’s Cath-

olic Church, with the Rev. 
Fr. Valery Burusu officiat-
ing. Burial followed in St. 
Mary’s Cemetery. Visitation 
was from 11 a.m. to 1:45 
p.m. Wednesday, Nov.14, at 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home. 

Mrs. Becher was born 
July 14, 1934, at Tell City, 
Ind., the daughter of the late 
Pearless and Margaret How-
ard Johnson. She married 
Charles John Becher June 
27, 1953, at Ferdinand, Ind., 
and he survives.  

Other survivors include 
a son, Daniel Lee (Kay) Be-
cher of Paris; a sister, Janice 
(Ron) Tindall of Owens-
boro, Ky.; four grandchil-
dren, Jessica (Brian) Blair of 
Paris, Danielle ( Jon) Stone 
of Paris, C.J. (Mary Jo) Be-

cher of Paris and Lindsey 
(Matt) Cavell of Fishers, 
Ind.; 14 grandchildren, Bri-
anna, Caitlin, Zane, Sean, 
Trysten, Kloie, Ella, An-
nalee, Molly, Maggie, Bech-
er, Macstyn and Maven, all 
of Paris and Grant of Fish-
ers, Ind.  

She was preceded in death 
by five siblings, Jack John-
son, Eugene Johnson, Jerry 
Johnson, Pearless “Junie” 
Johnson and Marsha Reed.

Mrs. Becher was a mem-
ber of St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church and St. Aloysius 
Catholic Church.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church. 

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com.

BECHER

TAMIE DAUGHERTY
Tamie Renee Daugherty, 

59, of Paris, passed away at 2 
p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 13, 2018, 

at her resi-
dence.  She 
was em-
ployed by 
North Amer-
ican Lighting.

A r r a n g e -
ments are 
pending at 
Stewart and 

Carroll Funeral Home. 

Mrs. Daugherty was born 
Feb. 15, 1959, at Lake Charles, 
La., the daughter of the late 
Marion Eugene and Vivian 
Maxine Entrican Joseph. She 
married Randy Daugherty 
May 24, 1997 at Paris, and he 
survives.  

Other survivors include her 
children, Jamie ( Josh) Pardi 
of Paris, Sarah Moffett of Par-
is and Dan (Kara) Moffett of 
Marshall; siblings, Tommie 
Porterfield of Carnesville, Ga., 
Tonya Helwig of Spring City, 

Pa., Terry Bemis of George-
town, Stephen Joseph of Wild-
wood, Scott Joseph of Butler, 
Pa., and Courtney Hardway of 
Martinsville; and eight grand-
children, Austin Pardi, Marcus 
Pardi, Kolton Ingrum, Kylah 
Moffett, Mason McGill, Mad-
elyn McGill, Zach Moffett 
and Olivia Moffett.  

She was preceded in death 
by a sister, Trudy Murphy.

Online condolences www.
stewartandcarrollfuneral-
home.com.

DAUGHERTY

RALPH GOLDSBERRY
MARSHALL – Ralph E. 

Goldsberry, 81, of Marshall, 
passed away at his home 

T h u r s d a y, 
Nov. 15, 
2018.

S e r v i c e s 
honoring his 
life are 2 p.m. 
Tuesday at 
Pearce Fu-
neral Home. 
Burial in the 
L i v i n g s t o n 
Cemetery is 
accompanied 

by military graveside rites. 
Visitation is from noon until 
the service time Tuesday at 
the funeral home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Heritage Vet-
eran’s Home at Hutsonville. 
More information and online 
condolences at www.pearce-
funeralservices.com.

GOLDSBERRY

We are … 
 Edgar  
County. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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Thomas D. Carroll, Director Mark T. Anderson, Director
Email: scfh@stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com Fax (217) 465-6312

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

“Our family sincerely caring for your family’s needs”
Since 1923

Since 1923

2010 Winner of Chamber of Commerce Small Business Award

Paris 
and Kansas
217-465-4775

Receive up-to-date obituary notices and service times 
by signing up for our email notices.

Peter Templeton Scott Barrett

www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

STAY CONNECTED!

Subscribe FREE OF CHARGE at

With all of our Love,
Mom & Dad

Carmen (Westerfield) Lorenzen
2/9/68 - 11/16/12

In Loving Memory of our 
“Daughter”

Carmen Lorenzen

When we lost you
We wish we could see you one more time

come walking through the door,
but we know that is impossible.
We will hear your voice no more.

We know you can feel our tears and you don’t 
want us to cry.

Yet our heart’s are broken because
we can’t understand why someone so 

precious had to die. 
We pray that God will give us strength

and somehow get us through.
As we struggle with the heartache

that came when we lost you.

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-12pm
Evenings By Appt.

402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

• Competitive 
  Pricing
• Experience
• Quality 
  Work

We have Cremation Mausoleums

NILA SOUTHARD
OAKLAND – Nila Marie 

Southard, 91, of Oakland, 
went home to be with her 

Lord in heav-
en Nov. 12, 
2018. She 
left this life 
at her daugh-
ter’s home 
in Danville 
after a brief 
stay at Colo-

nial Manor Nursing Home 
for rehab.  

A funeral service is 11 a.m. 
today, Nov. 17, at the Oak-
land Christian Church, with 
Pastor Chris Wilcox officiat-
ing. Burial follows in Friends 
Chapel Cemetery at Scot-
tland. Visitation was from 3 
to 6 p.m. Friday, Nov. 16, at 
Krabel Funeral Home. 

Mrs. Southard was born 
Oct. 18, 1927, the daugh-
ter of the late Otha Carrel 
and Luella Fern Whisnand 
Duzan. She married Doug-

las Allen Southard Dec. 29, 
1950, at Kansas, and he pre-
ceded her in death.   

She is survived by three 
children, Judith (Douglas) 
Taylor of Danville, James 
( Jane) Southard of Per-
ryville, Mo., and Peggy 
(Roger) Wilcox of Livonia, 
Mo.; one brother, James Du-
zan of Statesville, N.C.; six 
grandchildren, Leslie Taylor 
Williams, Timothy South-
ard, Amy Southard, Daniel 
Snowbarger, Christopher 
Wilcox and Whitnie Bass; 
and six great-grandchildren, 
Mackenzie Southard, Joshua 
Southard, Charli Snowbarg-
er, Eliza Wilcox, Ezra Wilcox 
and Levi Bass.  

She was preceded in death 
by three brothers, Marvin 
Duzan, Erwin Duzan, My-
ron “Lindy” Duzan; and 
twin grandsons, Bradley and 
Brian Snowbarger.

Following marriage, the 
couple farmed at Chrisman 

until 1974 when they moved 
to Queen City, Mo., to con-
tinue their farming opera-
tion until 1987 when her 
husband passed away. She 
moved to Oakland in 1988 
from Queen City.  

Mrs. Southard was a for-
mer member of WSCS 
Home Bureau, a former 4-H 
leader at Chrisman, a mem-
ber of the Oakland Christian 
Church and was active in the 
Oakland Senior Center. She 
enjoyed flower gardening, 
crochet and was well known 
for her baking skills. Her 
scotcheroos, cinnamon rolls, 
persimmon pudding and 
peanut brittle were especial-
ly popular with her family, 
church and friends.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Oakland 
Christian Church, the Oak-
land Senior Center or St. 
Jude Childrens Hospital.

Online condolences at www.
krabelfuneralhome.com.

SOUTHARD

CATALDO RUTIGLIANO
MARSHALL – Cataldo 

Joseph “Joe” Rutigliano, 90, of 
Marshall, passed away at 8:59 

p.m. Wednes-
day, Nov. 14, 
2018, in the 
Gibson Fam-
ily Hospice 
Center, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 
He was re-
tired from G 
& S Asphalt 
of Marshall. 

A service 
honoring his 

life is 7 p.m. today, Nov. 17, at 
Pearce Funeral Home, with 
Pastor Joe Irwin officiating. 
Military graveside services are 
1:30 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 18, at 

HAROLD BARR
Harold William Barr, 82, of 

Paris, passed away at 9:08 p.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 13, 2018, at his 

residence. He 
was the own-
er and oper-
ator of One-
Stop Mower 
Shop and a 
small engine 
mechanic.  

A graveside 
service and 
burial was 10 
a.m. Friday, 
Nov. 16, in 

Memorial Gardens, with the 
Rev. Jeff Russell officiating. 
Stewart and Carroll Funeral 
Home assisted the family with 
arrangements.

Mr. Barr was born Jan. 13, 
1936, at Paris, the son of the 
late Charles Robert Barr and 
Ila Hale Barr. He married Lin-

da Maynard Barr Jan. 16, 1958, 
at Paris, and she passed away 
June 3, 2017.

He is survived by his grand-
daughters, Paige Maples of St. 
Bernice, Ind., and Mandy Mul-
lenix of Paris; his brother, Sher-
man Levi Barr of Oklahoma; 
his great-grandchildren, Row-
dey Mullenix, Kaylee Ham-
mond and McCoy Thomas.

He was preceded in death by 
his daughter, Donna Kay Barr 
Pearson; his siblings, Amos 
Franklin Barr, Alma Jean Mur-
phy, Donna Jane Litton and 
Donald Wayne Barr.

Mr. Barr was a member of 
Lake Ridge Christian Church 
and a member of the Illi-
nois National Guard 1544th 
Transportation Unit for three 
years.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

RUTIGLIANO

ZEDDIE HAMMOND 
MARTINSVILLE – Zeddie 

C. Hammond, 96, of Martins-
ville, passed away at 9:05 a.m. 

Tuesday, Nov. 
13, 2018, at 
his residence.   

A graveside 
service and 
burial was 1 
p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 16, at the 
Bean Ceme-
tery, north of 
Martinsville, 
with the Rev. 
David Wilson 

officiating. Military rites were 
provided by Marshall Veterans 
of Foreign Wars. There was no 
visitation. Greenwell Funeral 
Home was in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Martinsville Bible 
Church, Martinsville Agricul-
tural Fair Association or Linn 
Park.

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com. BARR

DONALD GOSE
MATTOON – Donald 

Austin Gose, 75, of Mat-
toon, passed away at 6 a.m. 

W e d n e s -
day, Nov. 
14, 2018, 
at his resi-
dence. He 
worked for 
CIPS (later 
Ameren Illi-
nois) for 38 

years. 
A funeral service honor-

ing his life is 10 a.m. Mon-
day, Nov. 19, at First Baptist 
Church, with Pastor Dennis 
Strawn officiating. Burial fol-
lows at Enon Baptist Church 
Cemetery. Visitation is from 
5 to 8 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 18, 
at the church. An additional 
visitation is 9 to 9:45 a.m. 
Monday prior to services. 
Schilling Funeral Home is 
assisting the family.           

Mr. Gose was born Dec. 
13, 1942, at Lerna, the son 
of the late Charles and Ger-
aldine Orrell Gose. He mar-

ried Carolyn Sandiford Aug. 
16, 1964, and she preceded 
him in death April 29, 2017.           

Survivors include daugh-
ters, Kim (Pat) Henness of 
Mattoon and Lisa ( Jeff ) 
Roush of Paris; grandchil-
dren, Doug (Megan) Hen-
ness, Craig (Kristen Doty) 
Henness, Ben Roush and 
Emilee Roush; and many 
special family members and 
friends, including Jane An-
derson. 

He was preceded in death 
by his siblings, William 
(Inez) Gose, Richard ( Joan) 
Gose, Martha (Russell) Ho-
vis and Betty Hendricks. 

Mr. Gose was a 1960 grad-
uate of Charleston High 
School. He was a member 
of the First Baptist Church 
of Mattoon where he served 
in many capacities. In re-
tirement, he enjoyed volun-
teering with the American 
Baptist Men Disaster Re-
lief crews, working on Five 
Points Farms and visiting 
with friends (old and new). 

Mr. and Mrs. Gose en-
joyed traveling on cruises 
and train trips, including 
Alaska, Hawaii and other 
places in the United States 
with their friends and fami-
ly. He was a wonderful hus-
band, father, grandfather and 
uncle, always supporting his 
family in various school ac-
tivities and sports. He led 
by example and mentored 
many throughout the years 
and will be dearly missed by 
his supper club, classmates, 
coffee buddies, neighbors, 
family, friends and grand-
children.              

Memorial donations may 
be made to First Baptist 
Church of Mattoon, Lincol-
nland Hospice of Mattoon 
or the American Cancer 
Society through Baptists 
Believin’ in a Cure Relay for 
Life team c/o First Baptist 
Church. 

Online condolences at 
www.schillingfuneralhome.
net or Schilling Funeral 
Home’s Facebook page.

GOSE

HAMMOND

Auburn Cemetery. Visitation is 
after 5 p.m. today at the funeral 
home.

Mr. Rutigliano was born 
May 1, 1928, at White Plains, 
N.Y., the son of Guiseppi and 
Teresa Ventrella Rutigliano. He 
first married Louise Irwin who 
preceded him in death May 3, 
1993. He later married Reba 
D. Bowen in 1995, and she sur-
vives. 

Other survivors are his 
children, Joseph (Marissa) 
Rutigliano of the Philippines, 
Sharon (Beecher) Lynch of 
Paris, Debi (Ron) Boerema of 
Jacksonville and Deloris (Jim) 
Byers-Redman of Roach, Mo.; 
siblings, Clara Antini of West 
Harrison, N.Y., Louis Ruti-
gliano of White Plains, N.Y., 

and John (Nina) Rutigliano 
of Venice, Fla.; grandchildren, 
Anna Rutigliano of Robinson, 
Heather (Nathan) Lankster 
of Marshall and Ashley (Erik) 
Shirley of Greenfield, Ind.; 
three great-grandchildren; and 
several nieces and nephews. 

Mr. Rutigliano was a mem-
ber of both the Oliver United 
Methodist Church and the 
Bell Ridge Christian Church. 
He served in the U.S. Navy and 
was a member of Clark County 
Post #90 of the American Le-
gion and Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post #5975. Memorial 
donations may be made to the 
American Heart Association. 

Online condolences are be-
ing accepted at www.pearcefu-
neralservices.com.

TINA HAMPSTEN
Tina Marie Hampsten, 59, 

of Paris, passed away at 9 p.m. 
Friday, Nov. 9, 2018 at her 

r e s i d e n c e . 
She was em-
ployed by 
Elledge Insur-
ance Agency 
for 33 years 
and also was 
a secretary for 
Bruce Baber 

Law Office.
Visitation was from 4 to 7 

p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 13, at Stew-
art and Carroll Funeral Home. 
Cremation followed visitation 
and interment of the cremains 

is at a later date in Edgar Cem-
etery. 

Mrs. Hampsten was born 
Jan. 31, 1959, at Decatur, the 
daughter of Donald R. Good-
win and the Glenda M. Ruot 
Goodwin. She married Charles 
Hampsten May 27, 2005, and 
he survives.  

Other survivors include her 
father, Donald R. Goodwin of 
Paris; two daughters, Ashley 
(Stanley) Williams of Terre 
Haute, Ind., and Jessica Vance 
of Colorado Springs, Colo.; 
two stepchildren, Buffie Shel-
madine of Tuscola and Cory 
Hampsten; siblings, Greg 
(Sherry) Goodwin of Paris, 

Mark (Teri) Goodwin of Dan-
ville, Phil Goodwin of Paris, 
Kara (Jeff) Brinkley of Paris, 
Susan Baty of Florence, Ky., 
and Andy (Holly) Goodwin 
of Paris; one grandchild, Luke 
Aluta of Terre Haute, Ind.; six 
step-grandchildren; and sever-
al nieces, nephews, great-niec-
es, and great-nephews.  

She was preceded in death 
by her mother and a sister, Julie 
Van Steenburg.

Memorial donations may be 
made to the charity of the do-
nor’s choice.  

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

HAMPSTEN

PAULA JOHNSON
Paula Rae Ingram John-

son, 74, of Paris, passed away 
at 10:42 EST Saturday, Nov. 

10, 2018, at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind.   

A graveside 
service was 2 
p.m. Thurs-
day, Nov. 15, 
at Friends 

Chapel Cemetery, near Scot-
tland. Visitation was from noon 
until 1:30 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 
15, at Stewart and Carroll Fu-
neral Home.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.stew-
artandcarrollfuneralhome.com.

JOHNSON

WILMA MCGINNIS
MARSHALL – Wilma Jean 

McGinnis, 82, of Marshall, 
passed away Nov. 13, 2018, at 

the home of 
her son fol-
lowing and 
extended ill-
ness. 

A service 
honoring her 
life is 10 a.m. 
today, Nov. 

17, at Pearce Funeral Home, 
with Pastor Tim Duke officiat-
ing. Burial is beside her daugh-
ter at Zion Cemetery, rural 
Marshall. Visitation was from 4 
to 7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 16, at the 
funeral home. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the American Cancer 
Society. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

MCGINNIS

TRAVIS JOHNSON SR.
Travis W. Johnson Sr., 72, 

of Paris, passed away Nov. 
13, 2018, at Carle Foun-
dation Hospital, Urbana. 
Arrangements are pending 
with the family.

KEVIN REYNOLDS
MARSHALL – Kevin 

Duane Reynolds, 57, of 
Marshall, passed away at 

12:53 p.m. 
S u n d a y , 
Nov. 11, 
2018, in the 
e m e r g e n -
cy room at 
Union Hos-
pital, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

A service 
h o n o r i n g 
his life is 1 
p.m. today, 

Nov. 17, at Pearce Funeral 
Home. Military graveside 
rites by Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post #5975 and 
Clark County Post #90 of 
the American Legion ac-
company burial in the Mt. 
Pleasant Cemetery.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Diabetes As-
sociation. 

More information and 
online condolences at 
w w w. p e a r c e f u n e r a l s e r -
vices.com.

REYNOLDS
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Edgar County communi-
ties marked the 100th anni-
versary of the war to end all 
wars during the annual Veter-
ans Day observances Saturday, 
Nov. 10, and Sunday, Nov. 11.

Paris held its traditional 
services on the east side of the 
square at the Veterans Memo-
rial. In Chrisman, the Amer-
ican Legion Post sponsored 
a veterans’ dinner on Sunday 
while Brocton and Kansas le-
gion posts sponsored a dinner 
Saturday evening. In Hume, 
the program was held at the 
Hume Community Center.

HUME VETERANS DAY 
Veterans Day is a time for re-

membering and reconnecting.
Renee Craig touched on 

such a theme as the main 
speaker for the Hume Ameri-
can Legion’s Veterans Day pro-
gram Sunday, Nov. 11, in the 
community center.

Craig’s father was flight crew 
member of a B-17 Flying For-
tress attached to the 306th 
Bombardment Group of the 
Eighth Air Force, and he flew 
34 missions in 1945. His as-
signed position was waist gun-
ner, although he also served 
some as the tail gunner and the 
top ball-turret gunner.

“Dad stayed quiet about his 
experience in World War II,” 
said Craig. “He said he never 
wanted to fly in a plane again.”

While she and her siblings 
became devotees of World War 
II movies, her father did not 
always stay to watch the whole 
film.

The reluctance to share was 
not an effort to tamp down 
memories and ignore what 
happened because he and 
other crewman of the aircraft 
named Toggle Tessie main-
tained a tight bond.

“Many times our family va-
cation was to go visit one of his 
buddies, and for several years 
after he died, his buddies called 
to check and see how Mom 
was doing,” Craig said.

As time passed, her father 
became a little more open 
about his war years and even 
made a point of taking all of 
his grandchildren to see B-17s, 
although he never went back 
up in one, claiming it was too 
expensive.

Craig always wanted to fly in 
one, both to honor her dad and 
connect in a small way with his 
experience. She had the oppor-
tunity when a B-17 was at the 
2018 Terre Haute Airshow. 
A total of 12,731 B-17s were 
built for World War II, but only 
11 remain airworthy.

She booked a flight on the 
plane even though she suffers 
motion sickness. The flight was 
exhilarating for her from the 
rumble of the big engines start-

ing through the vibration of 
takeoff and having the air rush 
through the aircraft because 
the waist gunner positions 
were open as was a section of 
the roof. 

“My endorphins were so 
high there was no way I was 
going to get sick,” said Craig. “I 
wanted to know what my dad 
experienced on takeoff.”

Craig carried her father’s 
dog tags and his gunner’s wings 
with her on the flight.

“My dad was lucky to come 
home,” she said. “This is the 
day I fell in love with the B-17. 
My dad loved his plane.”

The other speaker was Mar-
vin Smith recounting his expe-
rience on a recent honor flight 
that took World War II, Korean 
War and Vietnam veterans to 
Washington, D.C. for a day. He 
found it an emotional experi-
ence and a reminder of what it 
costs to maintain freedom.

Smith briefly spoke about 
the Roth boys from Hume 
for whom the Legion Post is 
named.

“One was a family man with 
two children when he was 
drafted,” said Smith. “He came 
home in a box. That’s how we 
got our freedom. As Ameri-
cans we sometimes take our 
freedom for granted.

BROCTON, OAKLAND 
OBSERVANCE

Brocton American Legion 
Auxiliary members hosted 
Brocton Legion member 

veterans as well as Oakland 
Veterans of Foreign Wars vet-
erans for the annual Veterans 
Day dinner Saturday, Nov. 
10. Approximately 40 mem-
bers — along with guests 
— were present to enjoy the 
home cooked meal at the 
Robert Willoughby Legion 
Post #977.

Guest speaker was Dana 
Hales of Newman who 
served 23 years in the Illinois 
National Guard. He is a col-
lector of military objects. 

Hales brought with him 
a mannequin dressed in a 
World War I uniform to help 
illustrate the program. He re-
ferred to the mannequin as 
Merle — named after New-
man World War I veteran 
Merle Crane. 

Hales said during WWI, 
Illinois, along with New York 
and Pennsylvania, were the 
states with the largest num-
ber of troops. He had a hel-
met from the 33rd Division, 
which was entirely composed 
of Illinois troops. The hel-
met was marked with the di-
vision’s insignia of a yellow 
cross on a black circle. 

His talk had special mean-
ing since this year’s obser-
vance marks the 100th anni-
versary of the end of WWI 
and the start of the first Vet-
erans Day. 

PARIS PAUSES TO REMEMBER
A good crowd braved 

the chilly temperatures and 

wind under sunny skies in 
downtown Paris Sunday,  Nov. 
11, to mark the end of World 
War I and the end of fighting 
in the war at the 11th hour 
of the 11th day of the 11th 
month.

Paris American Legion 
Post 211 Commander 
Don Robison served as the 
master of ceremonies for 
the short but emotional 
program held on the east 
side of the square. The Edgar 
County Veterans Memorial 
serves as the backdrop for 
the annual observance. Paris 
American Legion chaplain 
King Sutton provided the 
opening prayer.

Featured speaker for the 
program was Daniel Briseno 
of Paris, who is president of 
the Edgar County Historical 
Society and an avid local 
historian.

Veterans Day, Briseno 
reminded those present, is, 
“a day where we do not just 
remember those who have 
passed but a day in which we 
remember all of those who 
stood the line so that those 
of us who did not could rest 
our heads easy in the greatest 
nation in the world.”

Briseno’s father Peter 
Briseno, earned  a Bronze 
Star as a 21-year-old soldier 
in Vietnam.  “Veterans are all 
around us. We walk beside 
them, work with them and 
many times nothing is said,” he 
said.

Even though generations 
have passed since World War 
I and World War II, Briseno 
echoed the sentiments of 
President Ronald Reagan who 
noted that although many of 
us see those who died on the 
battle field as old and wise and 
grey-haired, “most of them 
were boys when they died and 
they gave up two lives — the 
one they were living and the 
one they would have lived,” 
said Reagan.

Veterans Day should not 
just be celebrated on Nov. 11, 
Briseno said, but everyday. 

“It is our responsibility to 
remember not just those who 
died but all those who fought 
for our beloved country,” 
Briseno said.

When he was asked to 
speak at the Paris observance, 
Briseno said he could share 
a story or two about county 
veterans. “Terrence Clark, 
John Washington Shields 
Alexander, Carlos Ogden and 
many others came to mind,” 
he said.

Briseno said thanks to a 
book given to him by the late 
Chuck Hand, he discovered 
Ogden was not the only 
Medal of Honor winner from 
our county. There are three 
— James William Archer, 
John Tenbrook Sterling and 
Ogden.

(Gary Henry, Ruth Patchett 
and Nancy Zeman covered the 
Veterans Day observances for 
The Prairie Press.)

Communities honor veterans, remember sacrifices
Speaker makes 
special flight to 
connect with father

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Renee Craig delivers the main address for the Hume Veterans Day program. She is holding two 
clandestine records her father kept while serving as a B-17 crewmember. One was a detailed log of 
all his missions and the other was a diary with small, cramped writing.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Marvin Smith discusses his participation in a recent honor 
flight to Washington at the Hume American Legion Post Veter-
ans Day program.

Special to The Prairie Press

Daniel Briseno of Paris was the featured speaker at the annual Veterans Day ceremonies in down-
town Paris Sunday, Nov. 11.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris American Legion Honor Guard fires a 21-gun salute to fallen comrades during the annual Veterans Day observance in 
downtown Paris Sunday, Nov. 11. 

Special to The Prairie Press

The Prospect Bank once again hosted a Veterans Day luncheon for all veterans and their spouses 
at the Paris VFW post home on West Court Street. Main Street Café of Paris catered the meal.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Paris High School Band, under the direction of Kevin Pruiett, provided music for the Veterans 
Day ceremonies in downtown Paris.

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris American Legion Post 211 Commander Jim Robison served as master of ceremonies for the 
Paris Veterans Day observance.



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2018  |  7ANEWS

Winter 
W  nderland 

Friday - November 23rd  Activities
Ice Skating Rink on Court Street-5-8pm 

Colonial Christmas at Edgar Co. Historical Society - 5pm 

Window Decorating Contest Judging 

Saturday - November 24th Activities
Reindeer Dash at Santa House on Wood St.- 8am 

Breakfast with Santa at Main Street Café- 8am-10am 

Colonial Christmas at Edgar Co. Historical Society - All day 

Free Movie: "Miracle on 34th Street" at Paris Theater - 10am 

Cookies n' Canvas at En Pointe- 10am, 12pm, 2pm,4 pm 

Mistletoe Market at Eveland Gym- 10am - 4pm 

Lunch with Santa at Savoias - 11am-1pm 

Ice Skating Rink on Court St. - 11am-5pm ($2) 

Hot Chocolate Stand on Court St- 11am-5pm 

FFA/4-H Petting Zoo at lot next to Prospect Drive Thru - 11am - 5pm 

Photo Op Scenes at Dimond Bros. and Prospect - 11am - 5pm 

Store Front Activites - 11am-5pm 

Kids Bouncy Town at The REC - 11am - 5pm 

Story Time with Mrs. Claus at Sweet Vintage -1pm 

Visit Santa at Santa's House - 1:30pm -5pm 

Scavenger Hunt registration at Lot 50 - 3pm 

Magic Show at En Pointe - 4:30pm 

International Candlelight Service at Prospect Bank 430pm 

Christmas Readings and Musical Entertainment - 5:30pm 

Lighting of the Christmas Tree - 6pm 

Lighted Parade - 6:30pm 

Dinner with Santa at Joe's Pizza - 7:30pm 

Home for the Holidays Concert at PCFA - 8pm 

Paris Chamber Pres
ents

= Free Activity



WASHINGTON — It has been long 
rumored that the Republican Party has a 
woman problem, so much so that a few years 

ago GOP congressmen sent 
aides to classes on how to talk 
to and about women.

Republicans didn’t learn 
much. Their articulation is-
sues just got much worse, and 
there’s a name for it: Donald 
Trump. In addition to his 
many dubious accomplish-
ments, Trump has succeeded 
in nearly purging Republican 
women from the House of 
Representatives.

If this was supposed to be 
the year of the woman, it has been the year 
only of Democratic women. The blue wave 
washed away a significant number of strong 
female candidates on the GOP side, both 
incumbents and newcomers, likely leaving 
just 13, down from 23. (Although three races 

I realize the Democrats took over the 
House, which is not new news.

But I’m tired of hearing Nancy Pelosi and 
other liberals in Congress 
say that now we need to start 
working together. Now we 
need bipartisanship.

Really? Where have they 
been for the last umpteen 
years?

Since at least 2016, I hav-
en’t noticed the Democrats 
clamoring for compromise 
and cooperation in Washing-
ton or on CNN.

Suddenly Nancy Pelosi 
wants to practice bipartisanship? Yeah, right.

I agree with President Trump.
Now that Democrats are in charge of the 

House and looking under every bed for 
excuses to impeach Donald Trump, they also 
need to start writing some legislation.

No matter how bipartisan their bills are, of 
course, they probably won’t get past the U.S. 
Senate or the president’s desk.

In other words, for the next two years we’ll 
have gridlock. Nothing major will get done 
on issues like immigration reform or our 
trade deals with China.

Meanwhile, out here in California we’ve 
been burying the victims of last week’s mass 
shooting at the Borderline Bar & Grill and 
wondering if there’s any place left in America 
where we can take our families that’s safe.

When I was growing up in the 1950s all 
I had to worry about in school was diving 
under my desk once a month in case the Rus-
sians dropped a nuclear bomb on us.

Today, my son Cameron, who’s a stay-at-
home dad, has to worry about sending his 
kids to grade schools where they are holding 
active shooting drills.

Who ever thought 50 years ago that we’d 
have to be concerned about this danger?

We now have a whole generation of par-
ents, and grandparents too, who are worrying 
about where they can go without being shot 
down by some mad man.

A movie theater? A baseball field? A grade 
school? A synagogue?

Liberals, issuing their usual simplistic knee-
jerk reaction, say the problem is guns and the 
solution to mass shootings is to get rid of all 
of them.

But the problem is much deeper than guns. 
I think America has lost its soul.

Spirituality, morality, kindness, the better 
part of our natures, love for your fellow 
humans no matter what their politics — it’s 
getting harder and harder to find in our daily 
lives.

Everyone’s angry on TV. Left or right, Fox 

Editor, The Prairie Press:
On Saturday, Nov. 3, Trees for 

Tomorrow (TFT), a branch of 
the Edgar County Community 
Foundation, completed the fall 
planting of 37 trees. With the 
completion of this planting, the 
total number of trees planted in 
Paris and Edgar County, since 
2009, has grown to 219.

Unfortunately, this planting 
has depleted our fund balance. 
Won’t you please consider a 
tax-deductible contribution 
toward the future planting of 
more trees?  

All work on this project is free-
ly contributed and 100 percent of 
the money received goes directly 
toward the purchase and planting 
of trees.  

After all, trees are a major 
source of beauty, shade, con-
servation and, most important, 
a major producer of life-giving 
oxygen.

Contributions should be sent 
to the Edgar County Community 
Foundation (P.O. Box 400, Paris, 
Illinois 61944) with the memo 
line clearly marked as Trees for 
Tomorrow.

We thank all who have given 
in the past as well as those of you 
who will contribute now and in 
the future.

Your investment in Paris and 
Edgar County with continue to 
grow for generations to come.

David W. Dick 
Teresa Vrzina

co-Founders, Trees for Tomorrow 

Medicare for all isn’t   
the answer for healthcare
Editor of The Prairie Press:

In last week’s edition of The 
Prairie Press, Anita Griffith and 
Rick Griffith wrote about a crisis 
in the nation’s health care system. 
Blame was laid at the feet of Don-
ald Trump, the knee jerk reaction 
of everything that happens in the 
body politic. If Trump were to 
find a cure for cancer, both Grif-
fiths would still complain that he 
didn’t find it soon enough.

But the object of this opinion 
piece is the assertion that we 
Americans need Medicare for all.  

If this plan seems attractive to 
you, take your federal income 
tax bill and double it. Even that 
would not pay for this program. 
The Federal government projects 
revenues (from all sources, not 
just income taxes) to be $3.422 
trillion for fiscal 2019. The bill (a 
conservative estimate by a liberal 
group) for Medicare for All would 
be $32.6 trillion over 10 years.  
Simple math shows this will take 
$3.26 trillion per year more to pay 
for it.  

Where will it come from? Since 
about 40 percent of Americans 
owe zero federal income tax each 
year, it will be levied on the rest 
of us who do pay federal income 
taxes. Uncle Sam has no money of 
his own; he only has what he can 
force regular Americans to pay.

How well would the govern-
ment run the health care system? 

In the United States, one program 
shows just how competent our 
leaders are in caring for those who 
need medical care — the Veterans 
Administration. The VA’s own 
internal documents show that 
over 180,000 vets, in 2017, waited 
more than 30 days for an appoint-
ment and more than 40,000 new 
patients had a waiting time of 
more than 90 days. This problem 
has been ongoing, and during 
the Obama administration, it was 
charged that many vets died wait-
ing to be seen by a VA doctor.  

Medicaid, the program to cover 
the poor, also suffer the same 
problems. In California, a study 
showed that cancer patients in 
Medicaid care died at a much 
higher rate than those in private 
care.

And what of the most celebrat-
ed medicare for all in the world, 
the UK model, the National 
Health Service? After 60 years of 
socialized medicine, the system is 
so fractured that a new plan will 
have 15 people with the same 
ailment see the same primary care 
doctor at the same time. Care is 
rationed, with the elderly a low 
priority for the system.  Wait 
times are illustrated by the fact 
that it took an ambulance 24 
hours to respond to a call because 
of the shortage of resources. 
Those who can afford private 
insurance have opted out of the 
system to see physicians not asso-
ciated with the NHS.
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Governor-elect J.B. 
Pritzker has taken the 
prospect of an immediate 

income 
tax hike off 
the table, 
telling the 
Sun-Times 
that he 
won’t 
pursue an 
artificial 
progressive 
income tax 
during the 
coming 

spring legislative session.
Pritzker floated the idea 

as a possible way to impose 
an immediate graduated 
income tax, which the Illi-
nois Constitution forbids. 
He said it could be done 
by using exemptions and 
tax credits for the working 
poor and the middle class 
to shield them from higher 
income tax rates. But he 
hasn’t really talked about 
the idea since April, and 
he never said he was fully 
committed to doing it. 

When I asked Pritzker 
what he feared most about 
taking the reins, Pritzker 
said he didn’t approach the 
task with fear. Instead, he 
said he wanted to develop 
ways of dealing with the 
real challenges ahead.

“But we can’t do it in a 
hyper-partisan fashion,” 
Pritzker stressed, adding 
that was one of the reasons 
he’d called both Republi-
can legislative leaders on 
election night. He said he 
made it clear he wanted to 
work with both of them.

“Good ideas can come 
from anywhere, including 
Republicans,” the gover-
nor-elect said. “I think we 
have a real opportunity to 
get some things done if 
we get rid of the partisan 
rancor and talk across the 
aisle.”

While he didn’t mention 
it, attempting to raise 
income taxes on upper-in-
come earners right out of 
the gate would probably 

Expect 
gridlock 
for 2 years

GOP has a 
real woman 
problem

Thanksgiving should be not about ourselves but more about our blessings 
Thanksgiving 2018 provides an 

opportunity for each and every one 
of us to do more than watch football, 
eat turkey and continue to argue 
over the midterm election.

Instead, we can use the day to con-
sider the holiday’s lessons at various 
times in this nation’s history and 
apply them to our lives now.

Begin the story with the voyage of 
the Mayflower in 1620, setting sail 
from England with more than 100 
on board. It was a perilous 66-day 
journey across the northern Atlan-
tic Ocean, which included getting 
blown off course some 500 miles.

They were headed to a new and 
strange land. Probably more than 
just a few were aware they would 
likely never return to England. 
Certainly that had to be the thinking 
among 40 of the Pilgrims aboard, 
those who were members of a 
Puritan sect that had split from the 
Church of England.

They were immigrants. They 
sought a place safe from war-torn 
strife and religious persecution or 
that simply promised a better way of 
life.

First landing at the tip of Cape 
Cod, the Mayflower took a month 

to eventually anchor at Plymouth, a 
much more suitable site for a settle-
ment.

Still, for strangers in a strange land, 
life was filled with hardship. About 
half the colonists died that first year. 
But they persevered and continued 
to build their lives here.

They were able to do so with the 
help of Native Americans. No doubt 
there were natives who looked upon 
the newcomers with suspicion or 
hostility. Yet, we should all be thank-
ful that values we embrace such 
as good will and friendship were 
what took root here. That allowed 
life among the Pilgrims to improve 
enough that a successful harvest was 
worth celebrating.

That event so many years ago was 
our first Thanksgiving. It is a story 
wrapped in the struggles of some and 
the willingness of others to reach out 
and lend a helping hand. We see that 
spirit today in the annual Christmas 
Basket appeal at Christmas.

Thanksgiving, too, is an opportu-

nity that has been used to unite the 
nation. Abraham Lincoln under-
stood this in the midst of the Civil 
War that had fractured the union. 
Urged on by Sarah Josepha Hale, 
an editor of Godey’s Lady Book, an 
influential publication of the day, 
who also was author of “Mary Had a 
Little Lamb,” Lincoln announced the 
last Thursday of November should 
be used by the nation and its citi-
zens, “as a day of Thanksgiving and 
Praise to our beneficent Father who 
dwelleth in the Heavens.” 

Lincoln said at such a time peo-
ple should “... fervently implore the 
interposition of the Almighty Hand 
to heal the wounds of the nation and 
to restore it as soon as may be consis-
tent with the Divine purposes to the 
full enjoyment of peace, harmony, 
tranquility and Union.” 

These are words that should reso-
nate with us today. Flaws and all, we 
have a lot to be thankful for, individ-
ually and as a country. 

Let us use Thanksgiving to think 
of others and how we may come 
together for the betterment of a 
nation that has always been a symbol 
of liberty, hope, equality and justice 
for all.

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Be thankful this year

Pritzker 
takes tax 
hike off
table now

Local Trees for Tomorrow needs support
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not help bring Republicans 
to the table. A capital bill, 
however, would go a long way 
toward brightening State-
house spirits and Pritzker has 
pledged to pass one.

I asked Pritzker if he will 
appoint any Republicans to 
run state agencies. He said 
no decisions have been made 
on available positions, “But I 
will for sure have people from 
both parties serving in the 
administration.”

Former Republican Gov. 
Jim Edgar is co-chairing 
Pritzker’s transition commit-
tee. Edgar said nice things 
about Pritzker during the 
campaign and could be an 
important ally in the coming 
months because several 
legislators in both parties are 
graduates of his renowned 
fellowship program and still 
maintain close and respectful 
ties to him.

“It’s extraordinarily 
important that we have a dia-
logue, even when we disagree 
significantly,” Pritzker said of 
what he’d learned from Gov. 
Bruce Rauner’s dealings with 
both parties in the General 

Assembly. “That dialogue 
shouldn’t end,” he said. 
“There’s not gonna be any, 
you know, holding hostage,” 
he said.

Asked about his first 
legislative priority in January, 
Pritzker pointed to his cam-
paign promise of focusing 
on things that will “lift up 
the standard of living” for 
Illinoisans by “putting dollars 
back in their pockets.”

Pritzker said that would 
include his plan to allow 
people who don’t currently 
qualify for Medicaid to buy 
in to the program and then 
use it as their primary health 
insurance.

Increasing MAP grants for 
college students was another 
possibility, as well as helping 
former college students 
refinance their education 
loans, which he said, “would 
put hundreds of thousands 
of dollars back on the table 
for people.” He told other 
reporters he wants to increase 
the minimum wage.

I asked Pritzker if he was 
aware that over the years the 
state government had been 
“hollowed out.” 

Expenditures to actually 
operate the government 

and implement programs 
have been diverted to pay 
constantly rising pension and 
health care costs as well as for 
mandated wage hikes. Lots 
and lots of existing jobs aren’t 
filled when they become 
vacant because of this issue.

While Pritzker stressed 
that he still had a lot to learn, 
he said he was “quite well 
aware that there are many 
positions that haven’t been 
filled, that there are many 
issues that have just been 
sitting in a folder or file 
somewhere that haven’t been 
addressed, and some of them 
are very public and on the 
front pages, but some of them 
are hidden and back of the 
house.”

When asked to complete 
this sentence: “By May 31st 
of 2019, ‘x’ will be approved, 
I guarantee it,” Pritzker 
laughed and said, “We will 
have a budget.” Let’s all hope 
House Speaker Michael 
Madigan doesn’t make him 
eat those words. 

(Rich Miller is the editor 
of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitolfax@
gmail.com.)

Because private doctors 
make more money, the 
best doctors are not in the 
national system.

So, Edgar County 
residents, if you agree that 
Medicare for All is desir-
able, be prepared to open 
your wallets and empty 
them for long waits and 
inferior care. 

Russ Witmer
Paris

 
America deserves 
better than Trump
Editor, The Prairie Press:

Part of the challenge in 
writing to the editor, aside 
from such being lost in the 
shuffle, are the number 
of toxic stories emanating 
from the White House.

One, the truly bizarre 
orchestrated tirade from 
Trump silencing news 
anchor Jim Acosta, which 
was shocking because 
reporters in this country are 
not to be thrown out just 
because of the content of 
their questioning.

Two, his hoping to stop 
the Mueller investigation, 
which is almost certain to 
affect members of his fami-
ly, with the unconstitution-
al pick of acting attorney 
general Matt Whitaker.

Three, evidence free 
allegations, in other words 
a lie, of election stealing 
and cooking the books in 
Florida and Virginia. 

Four, refusing even to 
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or CNN, it doesn’t matter 
what side you’re on.

Social media and cable 
networks overflow 24/7 
with hate, not calls for 
political compromise.

They thrive on ratings 
and clicks and anger — not 
civility and compromise — 
to generates their profits.

In my father’s time, in 
the 1970s and 1980s, we 
debated important political 
issues, but we did it without 
trying to destroy our oppo-
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were still pending Tuesday, 
Republicans had little hope 
that their candidates would 
win in two of them.)

According to Cook 
Political Report’s Dave 
Wasserman, of the projected 
31 members of the rising 
Republican freshman class, 
only one is a woman, com-
pared with the Democrats’ 
projected freshman class of 
61, of which 35 are women. 
Which means the Republi-
can House just became a lot 
more of what it didn’t need 
to be -- more male.

Democratic women 
cleaned house in suburban 
districts. With just over a 
dozen women, this also 
means several committees 
and subcommittees will 
have no Republican women 
on them.

Trump, naturally, has 
blamed Republican losses 
on some candidates’ failure 
to accept his “embrace.” 
At least they weren’t asked 
to kiss his ring, yet. In 
post-election remarks last 
week, the president mocked 
those who “lost” their races, 
naming, among others, 
Utah Rep. Mia Love (who 
hasn’t officially lost yet), 
and Virginia Rep. Barbara 
Comstock.

Of Love, he ickily said she 
“gave me no love. And she 
lost. Too bad. Sorry about 
that Mia.” For the record, 
votes were still being count-
ed as Trump was making 
these remarks. Love waited 
until Election Day to use 
a phone recording he had 
made for her campaign.

Comstock, who won 
in 2016 in a district that 
went for Hillary Clinton, 

inarguably lost this time 
because of the president. 
Her opponent, Democrat 
Jennifer Wexton, waged her 
campaign primarily on an 
anti-Trump platform.

If anything, Love and 
Comstock’s good judgment 
probably made their races 
closer than they otherwise 
would’ve been. Let there 
be no doubt, the midterms 
were about one thing -- 
Trump -- and Republican 
losses should be chalked 
up to him. He owns this 
election.

Embracing the president 
was by no means a fast track 
to victory. In some cases, 
when candidates did accept 
Trump’s love, they might 
as well have received the 
kiss of death, too. Many 
lost, anyway. Rep. Martha 
McSally, a former fight-
er pilot (and dog lover), 
wore Trump like a medal 
of honor in Arizona, yet 
lost to Democrat Kyrsten 
Sinema in their Senate race. 
Although Sinema’s was a 
squeeze-by victory, as so 
many races were, Trump 
was plainly no help to her 
opponent.

The House seat McSally 
relinquished to run for the 
Senate also went to a Dem-
ocrat -- former Rep. Ann 
Kirkpatrick.

Republican men, too, suf-
fered losses after accepting, 
presumably, a man-hug from 
Trump. Rep. Dave Brat lost 
in Central Virginia; Kris Ko-
bach, who was endorsed by 
Trump in the Kansas gov-
ernor’s race, came up short. 
Rep. Dana Rohrabacher in 
California and Rod Blum 
of Iowa, both supported by 
Trump, also lost.

Thus, it would appear 
that the Trump embrace 

carries about as much magic 
as a blind-worm’s sting. If 
Midas turned everything to 
gold, Trump seems to turn 
things blue. He may have 
noticed this himself, which 
may explain his petulance 
last week and his familiar 
dismissiveness toward “los-
ers,” or those who reject his 
affections. He mocked men, 
as well, including Republi-
can Reps. Erik Paulsen and 
Peter Roskam, who lost rac-
es in Minnesota and Illinois, 
respectively.

Ultimately, though, this 
election was about women 
and Trump, a verdict that 
likely only feeds his narcis-
sism. But this analysis would 
be incomplete without also 
mentioning the media’s role 
as Trump’s creators and en-
ablers, with the Democratic 
Party as beneficiaries. Every 
time Trump does what he 
does, which is to provoke, 
the media sets its 24-hour 
news cycle on auto-pilot, 
and Democrats count their 
blessings. Trump is the 
Democrats’ biggest fund-
raiser.

He essentially financed 
the blue-and-pink wave to 
the detriment of his own 
party, especially women. 
Contrary to town criers 
coast-to-coast, the future 
doesn’t belong to women at 
all. It belongs to Democratic 
women — and Trump owns 
that, too.

(Kathleen Parker writes 
a twice-weekly column on 
politics and culture. She 
received the Pulitzer Prize for 
Commentary In 2010.)

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

nents’ careers or reputations.
Now everything in politics 

is personal and nasty.
We don’t merely say we dis-

agree with a person’s position. 
Instead we say, “You’re a racist. 
You hate women.”

There’s hardly anywhere 
you can go in the mainstream 
media to hear an uplifting spir-
itual message or an inspiring 
leader who rises above petty 
politics. There’s almost no-
where you can relax and make 
yourself feel good.

I tweeted the other day that 
people should turn off the 
news and the cable channels 

for a night and watch the an-
nual country music awards.

That’s what I did. It was just 
country music and awards. No 
politics. No anger. No name 
calling.

It was entertaining and 
pleasant — an oasis of civility 
in our angry world. It was 
something all of us could all 
use a lot more of.

(Michael Reagan is the son of 
President Ronald Reagan, a po-
litical consultant and the author 
of “The New Reagan Revolu-
tion.” Email him at reagan@
caglecartoons.com.)

walk with European leaders 
at the World War I commem-
oration, instead arriving late, 
like Putin, who gave a thumbs 
up to Trump. Considering 
Trump’s penchant for always 
needing to be the center of at-
tention that would make sense.

Five, saying, “I’m a nation-
alist, OK?” No, it’s not OK. 
Nationalism was the cause of 
World War II, dividing people 
into groups and against one 
another, which was exactly 
what President Emmanuel 
Macron meant when he stated, 
“Nationalism is a betrayal of 
patriotism.” The two are not 
synonymous.

As Trump acts with 
impunity and above the law, 
he dares the powers that be 
to put a check on him as his 
legal scandals move closer to 
removal from office. Attempts 
by Republicans to re-write the 
facts and history only work 
with those under-educated 

and politically un-evolved 
groups, who need to be 
reminded what America truly 
does and should consist of: 
not just whites, but all colors 
of the rainbow and all creeds 
according to their own con-
science.

His chastising and awkward 
trip to Paris proved to be 
yet another outrage. By not 
visiting the cemetery to lay a 
wreath was disrespectful to 
all soldiers living and dead as 
you can get. And how did he 
honor our veterans on Nov. 
11? 

He chose to lick his 
wounds sulking inside the 
White House, a fitting tribute 
to all those who have served 
and are serving today.

 Our country and the 
world deserve a leader capa-
ble of showing the respect it 
deserves. 

Anita Griffith
Vermilion
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include macaroni and cheese, south-
ern style green beans and potatoes, 
green bean casserole, squash casse-

role and corn casserole. The turkey 
— still the centerpiece — was either 
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SQUASH CASSEROLE 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

3 pounds yellow squash, washed 
and sliced

salt and pepper to taste
1 medium onion, grated
1 large carrot, grated
1 can cream of chicken soup
1 cup sour cream
¼ cup butter, melted
3 cups Pepperidge Farm herb 

stuffing

Boil squash with salt and pepper until 
tender. Drain and add to a large bowl. 

Add onion, carrot, cream of chicken 
soup, sour cream and butter and mix 
well. Fold in two cups of the stuffing.

Add mixture to a baking dish and top 
with remaining stuffing. 

Bake for 30-40 minutes or until 
golden brown and bubbly.

So, President Donald 
Trump walked into the bar, 
escorted by Secret Service 
agents, and 
their dog, 
Fluffy. All of 
the agents 
wore dark 
sunglasses, 
even Fluffy, 
who, by 
the way, is 
a massive 
German 
Shepard.

Fluffy 
ran into a table. Three agents, 
basically, blind, tripped over 
Fluffy, who promptly bit one 
of the agents. Trump shook 
his head, climbed up on a 
stool beside me and ordered a 
diet Coke. 

“I do not drink,” he said.
 I had to admire Trump 

for that. Who knows what 
Trump might tweet if he 
drank. A Jack Daniels and a 
tweeter would not mix well. 
Impetuousness might be on 
steroids.

“My buddy, Sean Hannity, 
told me about you, Reynolds, 
especially, your willingness 
to admit being a fake news 
journalist, and an enemy of 
the people.” Well, such praise 
from the leader of the free 
world pleased me more than I 
could admit.

“All the credit goes to you, 
Mr. President,” I replied. 
“For over 40 years, I have 
been a journalist, and never 
realized all the stuff about 
city council meetings, school 
board meetings, county board 
meetings, arrests, engage-
ments, birthdays, anniversa-
ries, crime, trials, the garbage 
man’s favorite deodorant and 
the demise of the elderly was 
fake news.”

“Well you admitted it,” 
Trump replied. “Since you 
have mended your errant 
ways, I want you to know I 
am going to issue an executive 
order doing away with the 
Fourteenth Amendment.  No 
more of those illegal aliens’ 
babies, born in the U.S., being 
citizens.”

I found myself with two 
choices: Agree, and be em-
braced by his supporters; or, 
contradict the president, and 
be buried under an avalanche 
of tweets.

But, nothing would be 
twitter than being twitted by 
Trump.  

Trump has this notion that 
whatever Trump wants to do, 
should never be criticized, 
and – by golly, that President 
John Adams guy was right 
when he passed the Alien and 
Sedition Act.

Thursday is Thanksgiving. It never 
ceases to amaze me of the traditions 
associated with the holiday — and 
how different they 
are in other areas of 
our country.

I think it must be 
a Midwestern thing 
to have Thanksgiv-
ing at noon or early 
afternoon. When 
Don and I were 
married, he couldn’t 
believe our family’s  
Thanksgiving meal 
was served at noon or 
shortly afterward. I had never known 
anything different. When I was 
growing up with all my Dennison 
grandparents, aunts and uncles and 
cousins, the meal was always around 
noon. Once my grandparents were 
gone, my sister Cheryl and her family 
hosted the feast and it was always 
— you guessed it — at noon. On 
the other hand, Don’s family always 
served Thanksgiving as an evening 
meal. When we were at home or in 
Savannah, our Thanksgiving — often 
shared with neighbors and friends — 
was in the early evening.

The time isn’t the only thing that 
varies from region to region and 
family to family. Growing up, our 
Thanksgiving meal included the 
turkey, mashed potatoes and gravy, 
vegetables, noodles and stuffing. 
Mom was responsible for the dress-
ing — plain and oyster — as well 
as the relish tray and pies. The night 
before the big day, our house on Elm 
Street was filled with the wonderful 
fragrance of pumpkin and mince pies 
as well as the dressing. Aunt Mary 
Stoneburner always brought her 
homemade rolls. Mom also made 
cranberry relish using the hand 
cranked sausage grinder.

I’ve mentioned in this column 
before that my husband considered 
the turkey only necessary so he could 
make his dressing, homemade gravy, 
mashed potatoes and cranberry salad 
— my favorite.  Those were essential 
to our meal. 

Living in the South, however, we 
found the menu was expected to 

My Uncle Floyd spent his 
career in Detroit, Michigan, 
as a cab driver.  Knew that 

city like the 
back of his 
hand.  Lived 
in a modest 
neighbor-
hood.  I 
could 
relate more 
about him 
and Aunt 
Juanita, but 
this story 

concerns 
their black and white dog.

Buddy was a terrier mix 
with a calm demeanor.  Uncle 
Floyd trained him to perform a 
few tricks.  You could say “Left 
paw”, and he’d shake hands 
appropriately.  Of course, he 
could shake with the right paw, 
too.  Quite an intelligent pet.

Uncle Floyd often walked 
Buddy on a leash to a corner 
grocery where he’d purchase 
a few provisions.  That usually 
included buying something 
from the meat counter.  Mr. 
Simsley, called Sims by friends, 
took a liking to Buddy.  He’d 
talk to the dog, pat him on the 
head, and to prove friendship, 
wrap a hot dog in paper, tie 
it with a bow, and present it 
to Buddy.  The dog proudly 
carried it home clamped in 
his jaws.  Uncle Floyd would 
unwrap it and Buddy would 
gobble the delectable treat.

This developed into an 
established procedure.  My 
aunt or uncle would open the 
yard gate every afternoon for 
Buddy.  The dog, all alone, 
would amble casually to the 
meat counter, sit on his hind 
legs, and wait for his present.  
Sims would chat a bit, Buddy 
would woof, and the wrapped 
hot dog was exchanged.  
Then Buddy, as usual, trotted 
home for his prized gift to be 
unwrapped.  The routine con-
tinued for five years or more.

One day, however, for some 
reason the butcher shop was 
crowded with customers.  A 
waiting line had formed when 
Buddy showed up.  Sims 
normally had plentiful time 
to babble with Buddy, but not 
this day.  Customers had prior-
ity.  So while the butcher sliced 
baloney and ham, Buddy was 
forced to wait impatiently.  He 
barked to gain attention.

Sims just didn’t have time 
to immediately accommodate 
the dog, but in haste he did 
execute an odious, damnable 
trick.  Quickly inserting his 
finger into a roll of wrapping 
paper, he tied a bow, withdrew 
the finger, and handed the 
make-believe hot dog to Bud-
dy.  Satisfied, Buddy carried 
the package home while Sims 
resumed customer service.

Buddy presented the cargo 
to his master, only to discover 
no hot dog.  The canine whim-
pered and barked, protesting 
the apparent tomfoolery.  He 
was aggravated and extremely 
disappointed.Next day Buddy 
left home as usual and soon 
returned with a wrapped 
hot dog.  The daily routine 
resumed.  Uncle Floyd, who 
always paid for the treats at the 
end of each month, learned 
about the incident.“Buddy 
hasn’t been back to see me 
since,” said Sims.  “Well, he 
brings home a hot dog every 
day,” Uncle Floyd replied.“Not 
from here, I’m sorry to say,” 
Sims replied.

Careful observation the 
following day revealed Buddy 
leaving home in an opposite 

Don’t 
violate a 
dog’s trust

Dishing on traditions

Solution to 
that pesky 
Constitution 

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

HARRY
REYNOLDS
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LOOK

Transportation is a key to 
progress and economic suc-
cess, and some of the greatest 
engineering projects in 
history involved the building 
of canals. 

A canal is an artificial wa-
terway constructed to allow 
the passage of boats or ships 
inland. The word comes from 
the Latin canalis meaning 
channel, which itself derived 
from canna a pipe to move 
fluid.

Nov. 17, 1869, was the 
opening day of the Suez 
Canal. Called the highway to 
India, it makes trade between 
Europe and Asia practical. 
The canal connects the Red 
Sea to the Mediterranean. 

Before the canal sailing to 
Asia required going around 
the horn of Africa.

It was a 
huge task 
breaking 
through 
rock to 
make a 
channel, 
but there 
were no 
major chal-
lenges. The 
two bodies 

of water are at the same 
level and the land between 
basically flat. The French 
completed the project in 10 
years crossing the Isthmus 
of Suez. It is still one of the 

busiest shipping lanes in the 
world moving oil tankers and 
other commerce.

Most canals have greater 
challenges dealing with differ-
ences in water levels. Large ca-
nals have been in use for more 
than 3,000 years. The Chinese 
started canal projects as 
early as 400 B.C. The world’s 
longest and oldest canal is 
the Grand Canal. Still in use 
today, it starts at Beijing and 
proceeds south to the Yellow 
River and the Yangtze River. 
The oldest parts date back to 
the fifth century B.C. The final 
sections were finished about 
600 A.D. completing the 
1,104-mile canal. 

The Chinese emperors 

wanted the ability to move 
grain from the Yellow River 
Valley to population centers. 
They forced millions of labor-
ers to work, but still had to 
solve engineering challenges. 
The greatest height is 138 feet 
above base level requiring a 
method to hold water back 
and adjust levels. In 984 A.D., 
they invented the double gate 
pound lock still used every-
where today. 

Early lock systems were 
variations of the Flash Lock. 
Usually a set of large timbers 
about six  inches wide placed 
vertically into the channel, 
they were not intended to 
be watertight. They did hold 
water back making the upper 

channel deep enough to nav-
igate. When a boat needed to 
cross downhill some timbers 
were lifted to open a path. 
The ship washed across in the 
flash, but it was dangerous and 
hard to control. Going uphill, 
a ship was pulled by horses 
or wenches then the flash 
gates replaced behind them. 
Romans used this method but 
could only change water level 
by a foot or less. The last flash 
lock on the River Thames was 
discontinued in 1937.

The Chinese pound lock 
design uses two sets of gates. 
The gates hold water back like 
a dam. To go uphill the ship 
enters the section between 

Canals led the way for engineering, mass transportation

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR
SCIENCE

See SULLIVAN, Page 9B

ALLEN
ENGLEBRIGHT
OLD
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Special to The Prairie Press

Thanksgiving customs and spreads can vary wildly from region to region, but celebrants are always guaranteed a feast 
for the eyes, mouth and spirit.

See CODGER, Page 2B

See COOKING, Page 9B

NANCY 
ZEMAN
COOKING IN 
EDGAR COUNTY

APPLE CIDAR MIMOSAS

Champagne flutes
1 qt apple cider
1 bottle of your favorite champagne
1 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp brown sugar or coconut sugar
Apple slices for garnish, optional

In a small bowl or plate, mix 
together cinnamon and sugar.

Dip the rim of each champagne flute 
in a small bowl of water, then roll in the 
cinnamon sugar mixture.

Fill champagne flutes about halfway 

with apple cider. Top with champagne. 
Garnish with apple slice, if desired.

EASY BANANA PUDDING

2 small (3.4-oz.) boxes instant 
vanilla pudding

3 1/2 cups whole milk
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
40-50 vanilla wafers
4-5 bananas, sliced
1 8-oz carton Cool Whip®, thawed
Add pudding mix to a medium bowl 

or stand mixer then pour in milk. Add 
vanilla then beat with an electric mixer 
for two minutes. Let mixture rest 1 
minute or until it begins to thicken.

Line the bottom of a 2-quart dish 
with vanilla wafers. 

Pour half of the pudding on top of 
the cookies. Arrange a single layer of 
banana slices over the pudding. Spoon 
half of the topping over the bananas. 
Repeat these layers starting with cook-
ies and ending with topping.

Cover and refrigerate at least six 
hours or until cookies are soft and 
cake-like. Garnish with crushed vanilla 
wafers before serving if desired.

This recipe is easily doubled to fill 
a trifle dish.
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“Future Tigers” games unite all players 
By DAN LYNCH
DLynch@crestwood.k12.il.us

It’s funny how certain 
events in your childhood 
leave an indelible mark. 

For most who grew up in 
Paris and played basketball, 
there will always be the 
lasting memory of the Mayo 
versus Crestwood basketball 
games.

 As a Mayo seventh grader, 
we lost on a last-second shot 
by Scott Brown (my eventual 
closest classmate) in Crest-
wood’s gym. As an eighth 
grader, we beat the then 
undefeated Crestwood team 
by two points in front of a 
packed Eveland Gym. 

It was a true rivalry. You 
didn’t have friends from the 
other school, and if you did, 
you certainly didn’t make it 
public knowledge.  They lived 

in the country, we lived in 
town. It was “them” and “us.”

Flash forward 40 years.  
Social media, travel teams, 
year-long seasons, smart 
phones, twitter, Facebook and 
Instagram dominate. 

The dynamics of sports 
and generations have changed 
and, as a result, so has the 
rivalry. Don’t get me wrong; 
they still fight to the death 
when they play one another. 
It also appears their parents 
— who remember what it 
was like when they were at 
Mayo or Crestwood — get 
more fired up than the players 
themselves. But off the court 
this generation are friends. 
They go to church together, 
play travel ball together and 
are in 4-H together. 

After being away for a num-
ber of years and returning 

home to teach for the past 23, 
I began thinking how crazy it 
is that two schools in a small 
rural town — and their fan 
bases —  promoted such 
division instead of unity. The 
past two years, I have traded 
in my “red and white” for the 
“blue and gold.” 

One of my goals as a new 
principal has been to promote 
more unity between the two 
schools. With the cooperation 
of Coaches Missy Tingley and 
Dan Gates, Mayo Athletic 
Director Mick Roberts and 
the Mayo administration, 
we have taken the first steps 
toward that goal. 

In a few short months or 
years all of these young ladies 
will be at Paris High School 
— and thus “Future Tigers.” 
These amazing young women 
agreed to attend a game at 

their rivals school, wear the 
others teams school colors, 
come out on the floor during 
introductions  and cheer from 
the stands. 

It is truly an incredi-
ble scene. In a time when 
divisiveness is encouraged 
and even promoted, we can 
all learn a lesson from these 
exceptional young people. 

Was this forced on them? 
Maybe a little, but all change 
needs an initial push.

Do I expect them to be 
easy on each other when they 
play? 

Of course I don’t.  
The rivalry lives on. But 

maybe — just maybe — 
this little push toward the 
betterment of our community 
will make us understand and 
realize that in a small town — 
they are all our kids.     

Special to The Prairie Press

Members of the Mayo Lady Redbirds girls basketball team 
proudly wear the blue and gold of Crestwood when they attend-
ed a game this season to cheer on the Lady Eagles. The future 
Tigers night was the brainchild of Crestwood principal Dan 
Lynch.

Special to The Prairie Press

The Crestwood Lady Eagles are wearing red and white attending 
a Mayo girls basketball game to cheer for their crosstown rivals, 
the Lady Redbirds. Despite being rivals, Crestwood principal 
Dan Lynch noted because of social media, many of the players 
are friends and some play on the same travel teams.

Congratulations, Kansas honor roll students
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

KANSAS – The Kansas 
School District has released 
a revised version of the first 
quarter honor roll.

First grade: Shooting Star 
Award-Katelyn Norton, Dylan 
Vice, Xzavier Batson; perfect 

TOPS meets
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TOPS #IL 2318 met 
Tuesday, Nov. 13, with 15 
members weighing in and 
15 members attending the 
meeting.

Club members recognized 
were: Verna Smith, TOPS 
weekly loser; Carmen Minge, 
KOPS drawing winner; 
Sharon Phillips, top walker; 
Janice Stevens, top exerciser.

Stevens led an open 
discussion for the program.

TOPS #IL. 2318 meets 
every Tuesday in the 
basement of the Presbyterian 
Church. Weigh-in is from 
5:45 to 6:50 p.m., and the 
meeting starts at 7 p.m. More 
information is available by 
calling 217-808-0078 or 217-
822-6300.

leaving home in an opposite 
direction.  He was patronizing 
the IGA store four blocks east.  

The dog had been insulted 
once, and once was enough.  
Buddy switched butcher 
shops.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

Play the WHEEL OF JACK
twice every weekday!
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Afternoons 2–5

and free money, too!
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Frisse & Brewster Law Offices would like to invite you to attend  
one of our FREE educational workshops.   

Presented by Attorney Kaye Dent 

Thursday, December 6, 2018 
2 pm - 4 pm 

Paris Public Library: 207 S. Main St. Paris, IL  

What is Life Care Planning? 

Life Care Planning is a Holistic, elder-centered approach to the practice of law 
that helps families respond to every challenge caused by chronic illness or 

disability of an elderly loved one.  

Hidden Garden
 Tea Room   

 Antiques&

Antiques Store  Hours
Wed - Fri  9-5

Sat  9-3
Tea Room Hours

Wed - Sat  11-2

Hidden Garden

116 N Illinois • Chrisman, IL 
(West side of the square) 

 (217) 251-2636

We will be closed the 

entire week of

Thanksgivin
g

Have a blessed Holiday

Join us for 
“It’s a Wonderful Life” Dinner 

Theatre. Call for more info!

 

109 E. Madison Street, Paris, IL
Fitness Classes

Morning Fitness Classes

Evening Fitness Classes
Spinsanity with Michelle Hall (Spin Fee Applies)    M/W        5:30 pm-7:00 pm
Zumba “Recharged” with Adrienne Hall        M/TH      5:45 pm-6:45 pm
Small group traing with Greg Metcalf              M-F          6:00 pm-7:00 pm
STRONG by Zumba with Drea McColloch           T             5:00 pm-6:00 am
Yoga Fit with Samantha Brinkerhoff                     T            6:00 pm-7:00 pm
                

Morning HiiT with Beth Graham                      M           5:30 am-6:15 am
Yogo with Brittany Rhodes                                     M          8:30 am-9:30 am
Functional Fitness Lisa Foster                                M/TH         9:30 am-10:30 am
Power Hour w/Drea McCulloch & Vanessa Janis    M-F        9:30 am-10:30 am
Dance 2 Fit with Stevie Drake                               T           8:30 am-9:30 am 
Yoga with Stephanie Lorenzen                        W          8:30 am-9:30 am
STRONG by Zumba with Drea McColloch          TH          8:30 am-9:30 am
Power Yoga with Beth Graham                              F          5:45 am-6:15 am
Yoga with Beth Graham                                         F          8:30 am-9:30 am
Zumba “Recharged” with Adrienne Hall         SAT      8:00 am-9:00 am

All fitness classes are FREE for REC Members and only $5 for Non-Members

Beginner    Intermediate      Advanced

John Adams would be doing a 
happy dance if he was not six 
feet under. 

But, being a free-born, 
free-thinking, contrary, get-
out-of-my-face American, 
carries with it the obligation to 
rip presidents. Think, Obama. 

Going with the second 
option, I tried to explain to 
Trump that an executive 
order would not do the job. 
An amendment would have 
to be passed to repeal the 
14th Amendment. If you are 
a Trump supporter – hell, or 
high water – check it out.

“I do not care what you 

think,” he replied, patting 
me on the back. “I am going 
over to the Rotunda, and or-
der the original Constitution 
be given to me. All I need 
is my Sharpie Permanent 
Marker and, presto the 14th 
is gone. I might have a look 
at that freedom of the press 
thing in the First Amend-
ment.”

 (Harry Reynolds is a re-
tired editor and columnist from 
the Mattoon Journal Gazette 
and Charleston Time-Courier. 
He recently started writing oc-
casional columns for the fun of 
it, in which he offers a different 
look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)

Special to The Prairie Press

Chad Gann, regional manager for Farm Credit Illinois, 
presents a $150 check to Gladys Frost to assist the Compas-
sionate Food Ministry food pantry during the holiday season. 
Gann said family is a core value of Farm Credit and the work 
of the food pantry supports families.

attendance-Harper Boedecker, 
Jaxson Creech, Jenna Gough, 
Henry Tate; citizenship-Harp-
er Boedecker; all A’s- Ryder 
Adams, Harper Boedecker, 
Jaxson Creech, Jenna Gough, 
Nathan Gough, Kennedee 
Guyer, Kruz Lee, Kyson Nor-
man, Ella Staley, Henry Tate, 
Denim Wheeler.

Second grade: Shooting 
Star Award- Jameson Jones, 
Jaxson Jones, Patricia Robi-
son, Aubree Shannon, Maddox 
Adams; perfect attendance- 
Abdisa Eskew, Axel Ham-
mond, Carter Rhoads, Patri-
cia Robison, Gavin Standish; 
citizenship- Maddox Adams; 
all A’s- Abdisa Eskew, Axel 
Hammond, Ariel Huang, Maci 
Hutchcraft, Edith Judd, Carter 
Rhoads, Gavin Standish.

Third grade: Shooting 
Star Award- Maloree Morris, 
Grace Wright; perfect atten-
dance- Aubrey Hannah, Rus-
sell McIntyre, Maloree Mor-
ris, Anthony Smith, Grace 
Wright; citizenship, Jlynn 
Westfall; all A’s- Alexis Conley, 
Maria Ehlers, Aubrey Han-
nah, Hugar Morrisey, Kaden 
Price, Anthony Smith.

Fourth grade: honor roll- 

Wesley Baker, Aubrey Bran-
denburg, Karter Brown, 
Brookelyn Gough, Lincoln 
Judd, Addison Heltsley, Shel-
by Johnson, Natalie Knoll, 
Kahle Lee, Landen Paugh, 
Cara Phillips, Ben Schrock, 
Jasper Sutton, Alissa Vice; 
perfect attendance- Wesley 
Baker, Karter Brown,  Shelby 
Johnson, Landen Paugh; cit-
izenship- Addison Heltsley; 
all A’s-Wesley Baker, Karter 
Brown, Lincoln Judd, Landen 
Paugh, Ben Schrock.

Fifth grade: honor roll- 
Noah Sill, Gage Hammond, 
Dustin Lowry, Joseph Shonk, 
Lainey Ehlers, Laila Rankin; 
perfect attendance- Gage 
Hammond, Kiera Johnson; 
citizenship- Joseph Shonk, 
Hannah Jones; all A’s- Lainey 
Ehlers, Laila Rankin.

Sixth grade: honor roll- Rick 
Brandenburg, Nate Eskew, Ta-
janae Calloway, Conner John-
son, Madilynn Rideout, Blaze 
Cline, Arianna Sluder; perfect 
attendance-Nate Eskew; cit-
izenship-Madilynn Rideout; 
all A’s-Ariana Sluder.

Seventh grade: high hon-
ors-Katey Ehlers; honors, Em-
ily Drummond, Carson Har-

mon, Todd Morris, Ella Noel.
Eighth grade: high hon-

ors-Brooke Baker, JT Clore, 
Jackson Ehlers; honors-Wyatt 
Knoll, Carter Phillips, McK-
insey Tate.

Ninth grade: no high hon-
ors; honors, Alexis Gallion, 
Dalton Ludington, Meredithe 
Morrisey, Olivia Noel, Cay-
dance Sill.

Tenth grade: high honors- 
Caleb Davidson, Melia Eskew; 
honors, Grace Bartels, McKay-
la Brown, Levi Coonce, Caden 
Daves, Megan Fulk, Madison 
Inman, Aydonne Sutton.

Eleventh grade: high hon-
ors, Ann Brown, Grace Har-
mon, Nick Mitchell; honors, 
Selah Brimner, Natalee Gough, 
Brianna Lowry, Cailynne Phil-
lips, Catherine Shick.

Twelfth grade: high honors, 
Olivia Allison, Lucas Alvarez, 
Grace Burnside, Bailey Drum-
mond, Maiya Eskew, Grace 
Hammond, Morgan Houia, 
Anthony Jones, Malte Kleink-
necht, Ivy Shanks, Haylie 
Bolton, Madison Fulk; hon-
ors, Samantha Carrell, Zach 
Harris, Sean Harrison, Blake 
Lee, Melaina Noel, Trenton 
Pinnell. 

FOOD PANTRY SUPPORT
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(Editor’s note: The weekly Illinois 
Bicentennial series is brought 
to you by the Illinois Associated 
Press Media Editors and Illinois 
Press Association. More than 20 
newspapers are creating stories 
about the state’s history, places 
and key moments in advance of the 
Bicentennial on Dec. 3, 2018. Stories 
published up to this date can be 
found at 200illinois.com.)

BY CHRIS KAEGARD
The Journal Star

A decade ago, he claimed victory in 
the presidential campaign from Grant 
Park in Chicago.

He announced his run — and later 
his running mate — on ground trod 
by Abraham Lincoln at the Old State 
Capitol.

And, yes, he also quoted Ronald 
Reagan on occasion.

Like the first two, Barack Obama 
wasn’t born here, but chose to live in 
Illinois and make his reputation within 
these borders.

While his post-presidency may 
not — at least for now — feature a 
Chicago address, his time in Chicago 
and its politics helped clarify his 
presidential character to the world, and 
prepare him for the task.

So, too, did the world under the 
Capitol dome in Springfield, and his 
time representing a state that boasts 
Fortune 500 corporations, industrial 
laborers, suburban families, downstate 
farmers and many others.

“I think coming from an industrial, 
agricultural state with a lot of cultural 
diversity was such a great learning 
experience for him,” says Ray 
LaHood, Obama’s former secretary of 
transportation.

That experience started in Chicago, 
and it began at a fortuitous moment.

The diagnosis from an end-of-
presidency analysis by Chicago 
magazine points to Obama’s arrival 
on the Windy City scene at the right 
time, during the mayoralty of Harold 
Washington, and his growth in the 
political world during the election and 
term of Sen. Carol Moseley Braun — 
two trailblazing African-American 
politicians.

Obama himself noted much 
the same about the connection to 
Washington’s era, writing in “Dreams 
of My Father” that his election as the 
city’s first African-American mayor, 
“had given (the) people a new idea of 
themselves. Or maybe it was an old 
idea, born of a simpler time. Harold 
was something they still held in 
common: like my idea of organizing, 

he held out an offer of collective 
redemption.”

His nature as something of an 
outsider — at least not someone raised 
from birth in Chicago’s political culture 
— also may have helped Obama.

“A traditional Chicago pol, tainted 
by the alliances and the dealmaking of 
the city’s shady political culture, could 
never succeed on a national stage,” the 
piece notes.

Most people know Obama’s 
thumbnail-sketch biography: 
community organizer, president of the 
Harvard Law Review, state legislator, 
U.S. senator, president. But one 
initiative that gets less attention now 
is one that helped propel him to local 
fame.

After law school and before the 
Legislature, during those few years 

BY TOM EMERY
ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

Seldom have two minutes 
meant so much. 

Monday, Nov. 19 marks 
the 155th anniversary of 
the Gettysburg Address, 
a two-minute oration that 
is considered among the 
greatest speeches in American 
history. 

The address was part 
of ceremonies to dedicate 
a soldiers’ cemetery at 
Gettysburg, where the epic 
Civil War battle was fought 
four months before, on July 
1-3, 1863. Edward Everett, 
the Massachusetts politician 
and famous orator who ran 
against Lincoln in the 1860 
election, was to deliver the 
main address.

 The president’s appearance 
was almost an afterthought. 

On November 2, Gettysburg 
lawyer David Wills, who 
created the cemetery and 
organized the ceremony, 
invited Lincoln to add, “a few 
appropriate thoughts.”

Lincoln, two personal 
secretaries, and three Cabinet 
members took the train from 
Washington to Gettysburg the 
day before the ceremony, and 
the president spent the night 
in Wills’ home. 

Thursday, Nov. 19, 1863, 
proved warm and bright, 
and Lincoln led a procession 
to the cemetery, which 
contained only a third of its 
eventual 3,512 graves. The 
others had yet to be moved 
from their scattered burials 
across the battlefield.

An audience of over 15,000 
heard a stirring two-hour 
oration from Everett, followed 

by the president. In a mere 
272 words and 10 sentences, 
Lincoln summarized the 
meaning of the Civil War and 
why the war must be fought 
and won. 

Lincoln began his address 
with the famous words, 
“four score and seven 
years ago,” or eighty-seven 
years, referring to the 1776 
Declaration of Independence 
that he considered the basic 
document in American 
history. His oration is also 
cited for both its Biblical 
references and its moral tone.

“It was like a sermon,” said 
Wayne Temple, a nationally 
respected Lincoln authority 
from Springfield. “There was 
a definite religious tone to 
his words. In many ways, he 
spoke from the soul.” 

Contrary to popular myth, 

Lincoln did not scribble the 
speech on the back of an 
envelope on the train trip 
from Washington. An early 
draft was partially completed 
in the White House on 
executive mansion stationery. 
Lincoln wrote the remainder 
at Wills’ house the night 
before the ceremony.

Some medical researchers 
believe Lincoln was on 
the cusp of a mild case of 
smallpox. He had complained 
of weakness on the train trip, 
and his personal secretary 
John Hay remembered 
Lincoln’s face as, “a ghastly 
color,” during the address. He 
was sickly that evening and ill 
for several weeks afterward.

The president was also 
burdened by the sickness 
of his young son, Tad, in 
Washington. First Lady Mary 

Lincoln, remembering the 
loss of another Lincoln child 
the previous year, believed 
the president should skip the 
Gettysburg appearance in 
case he was needed at home. 
She sent periodic telegrams 
with updates on Tad’s 
condition while her husband 
was in Gettysburg.

The audience response is 
debated. Some historians, 
such as Shelby Foote, label the 
reaction, “barely polite.” Other 
onlookers were unaware the 
president’s speech had even 
begun, and were surprised 
that it was finished.  

However, many believe 
the speech was well-
received, and that Lincoln 
quickly detected that 
reaction. James Cornelius, the 
former Curator of the Lincoln 

COMPILED BY NED JENISON
 Former Editor and Publisher
 Paris Beacon-News

The following articles are 
taken from the pages of the 
Paris Daily Beacon for the week 
of Nov. 11-17, 1918 and from 
the Paris Beacon-News for the 
same week in 1968, reflecting 
the events of the Paris 
community 100 and 50 years 
ago this week.

NOVEMBER DRAFT CANCELLED
WASHINGTON – By order 

of President Wilson, the 
government directed the 
cancellation of all outstanding 
draft calls, stopping the 
movement during the next 
five days of 252,000 men and 
setting aside all November calls 
for more than 300,000 men.

PARIS SUFFERS ONLY 
SLIGHTLY  

Mayor Hoff thinks Paris 
was remarkably fortunate 
in escaping a casualty list 
in the influenza epidemic as 
large as was reported in other 
communities the same size.

From Oct. 21 to November 
1, fourteen deaths were 
reported. For the first ten days 
of November, two more deaths 
from the disease were recorded.

MAN PAYS $10.20 FOR 
ESCAPADE 

Alley Hussan, who works on 
a section gang at Mattoon, and 
Bertha Kendall of Terre Haute, 
registered in a rooming house 
Monday evening as man and 
wife.

Patrolmen Bates and Nelson 
placed the pair under arrest. 
They pleaded guilty to a charge 
of disorderly conduct and the 
man paid fines of $5.10 for 
each. The woman returned to 
Terre Haute and Hussan went to 
Mattoon.

FIFTY YEARS AGO
QUAKE HITS PARIS

An earthquake rocked the 
nation’s midsection, shaking 
metropolitan skyscrapers in 
Chicago as well as thousands of 
smaller buildings throughout a 
14-state area.

At 11:02 a.m. the entire Paris 
area was provided an instant 
topic of conversation.

Before the “happening” was 
resolved as a wide spread earth 
tremor extending from St. 
Louis to Chicago, speculations 
ranged from a sonic boom to an 
underground explosion in a coal 
mine shaft.

Several books had to be 
returned to shelves at the 
library, and one barbershop 
customer, fully lathered for a 
shave, exited into the street, 
just to be on the safe side.

Whether there was any 
connection, or not, the first 
noticeable snowfall of the 
season began shortly after the 
earth tremor.

SERVICES HONOR VETERANS 
Annual services honoring 

veterans of all wars were 
attended on the Paris square 
as Paris observed Veterans Day 
by the presentation of an Honor 
Roll wreath, and prayer.

Mrs. Margaret Jordan of 
Paris, whose son Pfc. Robert 
Jordan was killed in Vietnam 
on Sept. 19, presented the 
traditional wreath at the Honor 
Roll.

OPEN PRACTICAL NURSE 
SCHOOL 

A new School of Practical 
Nursing will be opened by the 
Paris Community Hospital for 
the 1969-70 school year, in 
cooperation with the Lakeland 
Junior College at Mattoon.  
The course will run for one full 
school year and will include 
three months of study at 
Lakeland and nine months 
practical work at the Paris 
hospital.

OUT OF THE PAST Lincoln’s powerful words

Just for the fun of it let’s 
try to make unlikely sense 
of words written together 
which 
say a lot 
about the 
English 
language 
when 
expressing 
a feeling 
or even 
making a 
jest. Let’s 
start with 
the word oxymoron and 
follow all the references and 
leads until we come up with 
a superfluous answer. 

An oxymoron is a figure 
of speech where contradic-
tory terms are joined and 
create a nonsensical effect. 
In other words, oxymoron 
is a phrase that shouldn’t 
be used.   

There are many examples 
that prove the case. I will 
only deal with a few so as to 
not confuse what we don’t 
know: alone together, bit-
tersweet, clearly confused, 
deafening silence and one 
that I really like and maybe 
even use definitely maybe. 

I also like the term when 
I agree with Rosie as I say, 
“almost exactly.” She does 
give me a dirty look with 
that one and then she 
will say, “What does that 
mean?” 

Some more juicy phrases 
are: farewell reception, 
growing smaller, jumbo 
shrimp, open secret, origi-
nal copy, painfully beautiful, 
random order, small crowd, 
sweet sorrow and true 
myth.

A few famous people 
used an oxymoron very suc-
cessfully. Oscar Wilde and 
his, “I can believe anything 
provided it is quite incredi-
ble.” I believe he proved that 
with some of his writings. 

Henry Ford said, “A busi-
ness that makes nothing but 
money is a poor business.” 
What did Bing Crosby 
mean when he said, “We 
are busy doing nothing.” 
He must have been taking 
a break. 

Yogi Berra had many 
confusing statements that 
showed his wit with ditties 
such as, “No one goes to 
that restaurant anymore 
because it’s too crowded.” 

I do get into trouble with 

Oxymorons: 
seriously fun  

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

Illinois shapes presidency

Adam Gerik/Journal Star

U.S. Sen. Barack Obama, D-Ill., greets a large crowd gathered at the Old State Capitol 
in Springfield on Feb. 10, 2007, moments before announcing his candidacy for the 
2008 Democratic presidential nomination.

See ADDRESS, Page 4B

Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP Photo
Democratic presidential candidate Sen. Barack Obama, D-Ill., his wife Michelle and daughters Malia, 10, and Sasha, 7, take 
the stage to deliver his victory speech at his election night party in Grant Park in Chicago on Nov. 4, 2008.

See OBAMA, Page 4B

Lincoln “spoke from the soul,” Gettysburg Address still resonates 155 years after Civil War

HISTORIC MOMENTS FOR FUTURE PRESIDENT
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STANLEY
FROM PAGE 3B

Rosie when referring to a 
meal we just ate at a café 
when I say, “That was really 
cheap food.” She replies, 
“Nothing was cheap in that 
place when no one in their 
right mind would spend mon-
ey for the food they served.” 

Surely that was not the 
same eating place that Yogi 
went to because I noticed it 
wasn’t crowded. 

It is so easy to use oxymo-
rons if you breathe oxygen 
and you act like you are 
considered to be on the dull 
side of bright. I plead guilty 
to both of those things and 

I hope it isn’t contagious 
because that would become 
a joke, which is an extremely 
serious issue. 

I hope I haven’t enticed the 
readers to be clearly confused 
because I am having fun. I 
guess you can ponder my 
orderly disorder of words and 
I hope most of you can resist 
anything except temptation – 
maybe the temptation to stop 
reading my unfit intellectual 
discourse. Maybe I am just 
naturally weird with my use of 
non-fit-together wordings. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. 
Email him at rstanley1937@
hotmail.com.) 

ADDRESS
FROM PAGE 3B

OBAMA
FROM PAGE 3B

Collection at the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library 
and Museum in Springfield, 
notes the crowd showed its 
appreciation. 
     “There was a hesitation after 
he spoke, and that may have 
been partly due to the brevity 
of the address,” said Cornelius. 
“But the audience clearly re-
sponded well. Reliable sources 
indicate there was a stomping 
of feet, cheers and applause.” 

Also debated is Lincoln’s 
opinion of his performance. 
Ward Hill Lamon, a former 

Lincoln bodyguard who was 
marshal for the event, wrote 
the president told him after-
ward the speech, “won’t scour,” 
a reference to plowing. 

Cornelius, though, argues 
the president had, “obvious 
pride in the speech. The New 
York and Washington papers 
reprinted the speech in its 
entirety, and the response is 
reflected in the number of 
handwritten copies that were 
requested of Lincoln.”

A total of five personal 
copies were requested. Everett 
was among them, writing 
Lincoln the next day that, “I 
should be glad...if I came as 

near the central idea of the 
occasion in two hours as you 
did in two minutes.” Everett’s 
copy is held at the Abraham 
Lincoln Presidential Library in 
Springfield.

 Reaction in the media was 
split along party lines. The 
Democratic Chicago Times, 
long a critic of the president, 
called the speech, “silly, flat, 
and dishwatery.” Others in 
the press were moved. The 
Springfield (Mass.) Republi-
can declared it, “a perfect gem,” 
and the Chicago Tribune 
wrote the address, “will live in 
the annals of man.”

Today, most historians con-

sider the Gettysburg Address 
one of Lincoln’s two greatest 
orations, along with his second 
inaugural.

“Lincoln reminded people 
that the Union was worth 
fighting for,” said Cornelius. 
“As his words said, a new birth 
of freedom was coming. The 
many who had died could not 
be allowed to die in vain, and 
those freed by the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation could not 
be allowed to taste freedom 
only briefly.” 

(Tom Emery is a freelance 
writer and researcher from Carl-
inville who is now a contributing 
writer to The Prairie Press.)

Walter Burdick DAR chapter takes a field trip

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
To mark the Illinois Bi-

centennial members of the 
Walter Burdick Chapter of 
the Daughters of the Amer-
ican Revolution brought a 
history lesson to area fourth 
graders.

The fourth grade was se-
lected because that is where 
schools most frequently of-
fer a section about Illinois 
history. Carol Castellon, Il-
linois State DAR chairman 
for flags, gave a history of 
the flags that have flown over 
Illinois. She used full sized 

flags to illustrate the lesson, 
starting with the French flag.

One of the most unusual 
is a red and green striped flag 
known as the George Rogers 
Clark flag.

Castellon explained Clark 
was ordered by the Conti-
nental Congress in 1778 to 
capture the far western British 
forts in what later became the 
states of Indiana and Illinois. 
The red and green flag was 
flying over Fort Sackville – 
the  first British fort that fell to 
Clark’s troops.

Fort Sackville is now known 

as Vincennes, Ind., and was lo-
cated on the Wabash River.

According to Castellon, the 
red and green symbolized the 
colors of the river and were 
also the colors of the cloth 
strips local Native Americans 
sewed together as wampum 
for a trading currency. Clark 
liked the flag and carried it 
with him for his continued 
victories over Forts Massac, 
Kasakia and Cahokia. 

“In the 1800s, this flag was 
flown so often in Illinois that 
it is sometimes referred to as 
the unofficial first state flag of 
Illinois,” said Castellon.

After the presentation, each 

student received a 4-inch by 
6-inch Illinois stick flag to take 
home. 

All fourth grade teachers 
also received a flag.

Schools visited were Crest-
wood School, Carolyn Wenz, 
Marshall North, Martinsville 
Elementary and Casey. Local 
DAR members joined Cas-
tellon in their home commu-
nities: Paris, Evelyn Gill and 
Kathy Dolan; Marshall, Beth 
Macke, Carla Eitel Geno, Bar-
bara Gambrel and Kay Sned-
eker; Martinsville, Carolyn 
Stephens; and Casey, school 
counselor Diane Bolin, who 
is a chapter member.

Special to The Prairie Press

Members of the Walter Burdick Chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution visited fourth grade classrooms Nov. 8 to 
commemorate the Illinois Bicentennial. The visit included a presen-
tation about the various flags that have flown over Illinois and each 
student received a small Illinois state flag. Left to right are Carla Ei-
tel Geno, Carol Castellon, Beth Macke, Evelyn Gill and Kathy Dolan.

Special to The Prairie Press

Carol Castellon, of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 
talks to fourth grade students in Paris about the various flags 
that have flown over Illinois. The presentation was in honor of the 
state’s bicentennial and each student received a small Illinois 
state flag.
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of private legal practice that fly 
under the radar, Obama led a 
major voter registration drive 
— the biggest in Chicago 
history to that point.

Project Vote put more than 
125,000 more voters on the 
rolls in 1992, many of them 
minorities, and it got people 
talking about a possible 
political future for him.

Weeks later, the man whose 
2008 presidential candidacy 
was later credited with spikes 
in minority and youth voting 
said in a Chicago magazine 
story on the registration 
effort, “I think it’s fair to say 

we reinvigorated a slumbering 
constituency. We got people to 
take notice.”

That’s one of many themes 
he later took to a national 
campaign and the presidency 
that were first sounded in the 
Windy City.

When he first ran for the 
Legislature, he said this about 
his organizing efforts in a 1995 
interview with the Chicago 
Reader:

“In America, we have this 
strong bias toward individual 
action. You know, we idolize 
the John Wayne hero who 
comes in to correct things 
with both guns blazing. But 
individual actions, individual 
dreams, are not sufficient. We 

must unite in collective action, 
build collective institutions 
and organizations.”

And this, too, in the 
Chicago Reader, from a man 
whose presidential campaigns 
grew leaders from the grass 
roots.

“Three major doubts have 
been raised,” he said. The 
first is whether in today’s 
political environment — 
with its emphasis on media 
and money — a grass-roots 
movement can even be 
created. Will people still 
answer the call of participatory 
politics?

“Second,” Obama said, 
“many believe that the country 
is too racially polarized to 
build the kind of multiracial 
coalitions necessary to bring 
about massive economic 
change.

“Third, is it possible for 
those of us working through 
the Democratic Party to figure 
out ways to use the political 
process to create jobs for our 
communities?”

Other experiences along 
the way also helped him 
develop beyond those early 
days – not only living in a city 
“with its politics 24-7,” but the 
personalities that it contains 
helped prepare him for that 
world, LaHood says.

So, too, did his single loss, 
taking on U.S. Rep. Bobby 
Rush for a seat in Congress in 
2000.

“I think the fact that ... 
he lost his election in the 
congressional race was 
probably as good a lesson as 
you can learn in politics on 
what to do and what not to 
do,” LaHood said. “That was, 
while probably painful, a good 
lesson for him to learn.”

So was learning about the 

state that exists beyond the 
borders of Cook County.

Once in the Senate, Obama 
got to know lawmakers 
from all corners of the state, 
including Sen. Denny Jacobs 
in the Quad Cities and Sen. 
George Shadid from Peoria.

“He learned a lot from 
George Shadid and central 
Illinois – and I’m sure that was 
true of all senators,” LaHood 
says, pointing to the reunion 
Obama staged with former 
colleagues after a valedictory 
visit to the Illinois Legislature 
late in his term to visit with 
longtime pals under the dome.

Some of those friendships 
made it easier to run for U.S. 
Senate, already having an 
understanding of downstate 
interests and priorities. And 
geographic proximity helped 
when he turned his eyes to the 
presidency.

“When he started running 
for president, you didn’t have 
to show him where Davenport 
was, having represented the 
Quad Cities. Or Muscatine, 
having been to Quincy,” 
LaHood says.

One more legacy, too, that 
Obama took from his adopted 
state and his early political 
career.

He and LaHood played 
golf earlier this year, and the 
latter says that Obama’s love 
of the links developed in the 
statehouse.

On slow session days, 
LaHood relates the young 
senator noticed colleagues 
clearing out of the Capitol in 
the late afternoon, and learned 
that many were adjourning 
to golf courses in town. So he 
took up the sport himself.

“He really learned how 
to play golf on courses in 
Springfield,” LaHood says.        
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The familiar Salvation 
Army red kettles and bell 
ringers are back seeking 
whatever Christmas shoppers 
may donate.

Mary Ann Heinrich, a 
board member for Salvation 
Army of Edgar County, said 
the ringers started Nov. 15 
for the six-week giving season 
with a goal of raising between 
$18,000 and $19,000, which 
includes the anticipation of 
receiving at least one gold 
coin.

For several years a 
mysterious donor, or perhaps 
multiple donors, has secretly 
left gold coins in random 
kettles. The coins are not 
discovered until the Salvation 
Army volunteers start 
counting the daily receipts, 
and the coins are set aside 
for auctioning at the annual 
chamber of commerce 
meeting. 

“The thing about gold 
coins is we may never get 

another one,” Heinrich said, 
regarding how the local 
Salvation Army budgets for 
the kettle campaign.

She noted only one gold 
coin was received in 2017 but 
in a previous year, five gold 
coins were left in the kettles.

Heinrich’s main 
responsibility is scheduling 
bell ringers. She said it is 
fairly easy to find volunteers 
for the weekend, so her real 
need right now is for bell 
ringers to do shifts from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. and 4-6 p.m. 
weekdays.

“Wal-Mart has 
documented those periods 
as the best sales times,” said 
Heinrich. “If we can keep 
those slots full, we really rake 
in the donations.”

All of the money deposited 
in the local kettles remains in 
Edgar County for use. 

Heinrich said the 
thousands of dollars raised 
are disbursed as vouchers to 
local businesses for people 
needing to purchase food, 

rent, utilities, medicine or 
gasoline. This system does 
not give recipients cash, but 
rather a way to obtain what is 
needed.

The Salvation Army also 

assists the Paris Ministerial 
Association and donates to 
the Compassionate Food 
Ministry, the weekend 
backpack program that sends 
food home with school 

children and the Community 
Nurse Christmas Basket.  
Some special projects have 
included assisting a teacher 
at Memorial School obtain 
underwear, socks and clothes 
for children that need them. 
Funds are also made available 
to help the local truant officer 
assist homeless high school 
students.

“If we get a dollar from 
somebody at Kroger that 
dollar will be put right back 
into the county,” Heinrich 
said. “We look around the 
community for things that 
need us, and we jump in.”

A fundraising issue that 
is causing Heinrich some 
concern is the growing trend 
of people who do not carry 
coins or cash in preference 
for handling all transactions 
with either a credit or debit 
card. Without that loose 
change in the pocket for 
transferring to the kettle, 
there is a risk donations may 
decline

To offset the inability to 

drop some change in the 
kettle, donations by check 
are welcome. Checks should 
be made payable to Salvation 
Army of Edgar County to 
assure the money stays here. 
Changing the wording in 
any way means the local 
Salvation Army board must 
share the money with the 
Peoria headquarters. Check 
donations may be mailed to 
Heinrich at 304 W. Jasper, 
Paris, Il. 61944.

Heinrich joined the 
Salvation Army board 
approximately 10 years ago 
out of a sense of community 
and has scheduled bell 
ringers ever since.

“I think bell ringing is 
good for the soul,” said 
Heinrich. “They are always 
happy, and some do it as a 
family because they want to 
give their kids a sense of the 
importance of helping.”

Individuals or 
organizations wanting to 
serve as bell rings should call 
Heinrich at 217-466-6431.

Salvation Army needs ringers

Giving back, giving thanks
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

When Ryan Fletcher graduated 
college in 2008 the world lay before her 
until a week after graduation when she 
learned she was pregnant.

“There went the career path,” she said.
Facing a challenging future, Fletcher 

moved back home with her parents 
and had a son in 2009. She worked at 
Kroger and Wal-Mart while living with 
her parents but moved out in February 
2011.

Fletcher continued working but did 
not earn enough to meet her expenses 
especially since she went back to 
graduate school in 2010.

“I couldn’t get anywhere with a 
bachelor’s degree,” said Fletcher.

To augment her income, she also 
received help through food stamps, 
Medicaid and assistance paying rent. 
Another source of help was Christmas 
for Kids created as a ministry by the 
late Amanda Fessant to assure Edgar 
County children have gifts to unwrap on 
Christmas morning.

Christmas for Kids supplied 
Fletcher’s son with a Christmas during 
his first three years – something she was 
not capable of doing on her own. 

“It takes a lot of humility to say I need 
help,” Fletcher said, adding some people 
may make other choices, not always 
good ones, rather than ask for help. 

Through perseverance, Fletcher 
received her master’s degree in 2012 
and got what she called her first real 
adult job. She continued working and 
moved into a new job in 2014. She was 
doing well enough at that time financial 
assistance was no longer required. 

In 2015, Fletcher made another move 
in her health related field and believes 
she is now in a position from which she 
can not only build a career but where 
she can stay until she is ready to retire.

“Overtime, seeing where I was at 
absolute bottom to where I am now is 
amazing,” Fletcher said.

Her gratitude toward Christmas 
for Kids brought her back to the 
organization as a volunteer. In 2017, 
Fletcher, and son, Jaxson, delivered gifts 
to families on the Christmas for Kids list.

“This organization is amazing,” she 
said, noting children generally receive 
around seven gifts.  “I could only take 
two or three families at a time because 
the bags were so big.”

Fletcher said it was important that 
her son understand the importance of 
helping those who are struggling. She 
added many of the homes where they 

delivered gifts had children in school 
with her son.

She recalled one mother in particular 
seemed embarrassed about accepting 
the gifts. Fletcher spent some time 
talking with her and explained how she 
once was on the receiving end and tried 
to alleviate some of the pain of being in a 
difficult situation.

“The great thing about kids is they 
don’t judge,” said Fletcher. “It was 
exciting for him knowing what other 

kids were getting for Christmas, and 
he told them they were going to have 
a great Christmas. For him, it was the 
joy of making other people happy for 
Christmas.”

The mother-son team is back this year 
volunteering with Christmas for Kids. 
They are helping pull items from storage 
rooms to match what is on the wish lists 
children submit. They also plan to assist 
with the home deliveries.

Fletcher appreciates the various 
agencies that provided help when she 
was down and wants others to know 
there is light at the end if people are 
willing to look for it.

“I encourage everybody who needs 
help to get it, but to also try harder to 
improve their situation,” said Fletcher. 
“People need to understand that getting 
help is a stepping stone, not an end.”

Dawn Kirby of Christmas for Kids 
agreed.

“Christmas for Kids is not a handout 
but a hand up,” said Kirby. “Christmas 
is a small dream. When kids see that 
Christmas dreams can come true, they 
can work on bigger dreams.”

The organization, now in its 12th year, 
served 700 children in Edgar County in 
2017. Kirby said the Christmas for Kids 
philosophy holds that unwrapping toys 
is important but the organization looks 
to fill other needs. Gifts also include 
books and board games. 

“We are trying to promote family 
interaction with games and reading,” 
said Kirby.

Christmas for Kids also tries to 
meet unique needs a family may have. 
She recalled one mother asking for 
comforters because the family lived in 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Ryan Fletcher and her son, Jaxson, work in a Christmas for Kids storeroom pulling toys to fill a wish list for an Edgar County 
child whose family has a hard time providing a happy Christmas morning. That was the situation for Fletcher who depended on 
Christmas for Kids providing Christmas for her son’s first three years. She is now financially stable, and they volunteer with the 
organization in order to help others. 

Deserving 
even 
through sin

This is the third of 
three articles on the 
importance of words and 

making 
sure they 
commu-
nicate. 

Com-
munica-
tion, of 
course, 
involves 
saying 
what we 
mean 

to say 
(hopefully something 
that is true) and saying it 
with words that hear-
ers understand. We’re 
considering words that 
I’ve heard recently either 
misunderstood or used 
incorrectly. Mistake, obey 
and today, deserve.

We frequently hear or 
see advertisements trying 
to convince us we ought 
to buy something because 
we deserve it. Make-up, 
a new car, the trend may 
have even started with 
hamburgers: “You de-
serve a break today.” But 
the other side of the coin 
is involved, too. 

Anytime we have an 
event like the horrible 
wildfires in California, 
we will hear the word 
deserve in the context of, 
“No one deserves what 
these people endured.” 
That sentiment is not 
new with us, someone in 
the crowd around Jesus 
once asked if some folks 
who had experienced a 
catastrophe were in that 
spot because of some-
thing awful they had 
done. 

Jesus’ response indi-
cated they didn’t deserve 
such an experience any 
more than anyone else. 
What we don’t like to ad-
mit is the fact that every 
human deserves at least 
that, because we all fall 
short of God’s standard: 
perfection. We all deserve 
much worse than we get 
because we all sin (not 
make mistakes, though 
we do that too) and are 
bound to sin. Perhaps we 
ought to be a bit careful 
about asking for what we 
deserve.      Mistake, obey, 
deserve – three words 
that we must learn to use 
correctly, but three ideas 
that describe our problem 
and point to our hope.

“For all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory 
of God, and all are jus-
tified freely by his grace 
through the redemption 
that came by Christ Jesus. 
God presented Christ as 
a sacrifice of atonement 
[covering] through the 

JOHN
YOUNGBLOOD
PASTOR’S
PERSPECTIVE

See PASTOR, Page 6B
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Brenda Orris, left, and Brenda Rhoads, right, are two of the many volunteers who 
helped with gift wrapping presents as part of the 2017 Christmas for Kids.

I ENCOURAGE 
EVERYBODY WHO 
NEEDS HELP TO 
GET IT, BUT ALSO 
TRY HARDER TO 
IMPROVE THEIR 

SITUATION. 
PEOPLE NEED TO 

UNDERSTAND THAT 
GETTING HELP IS A 
STEPPING STONE, 

NOT AN END.
RYAN FLETCHER

See GIVING, Page 6B
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The 22 kettles belonging to the Salvation Army of Edgar County 
are ready to go into service for the Christmas season. All of 
the money donated in Edgar County remains here to help local 
people with a variety of needs. 

Money raised will pay for utilities and food, aid other ministries and organizations in Edgar County

GRACE NOTES

NOV. 18   PIANO CONCERT
Pastor Kevin Levellie 

is performing Peace Be 
Still, a piano concert of 
encouragement,10:30 a.m. 
Nov. 18  at Nevins Christian 
Church. The music is similar 
in style to the pieces he 
played at the Moke Owens 
Dedication Program at 
the Paris Center of Fine 
Arts. It is a unique way 
to start the Thanksgiving 
week in reflection on the 
encouragement God gives 
and we can then thank him 
for.  For more information 
call 217-463-8770. The 
church is located five miles 
south of Paris on the Lower 
Terre Haute Road.

NOV. 18  KANSAS SERVICE
The Kansas United Meth-

odist Church is hosting a 
community thanksgiving ser-
vice 6:30 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 
18. The public is welcome to 
join the service giving thanks 
to God.

NOV. 19 ADVENT CHOIR
The next Advent Choir 

rehearsal is 7 p.m. Monday, 
Nov. 19, at the First United 
Methodist Church. The two 
final rehearsals are Nov. 26 
and 29 and the program is 
Dec. 2. Additional voices are 
needed in all parts of the 
choir, but especially in the 
tenor section. Those with 
questions may contact their 
home churches.

NOV. 20 NEVINS SERVICE
A Community Thanksgiv-

ing Service is 7 p.m. Nov. 20 
at Nevins Christian Church, 
five miles south of Paris on 
the Lower Terre Haute Road. 
Participating in the service 
are: John Youngblood, Kurt 
Speece, Jeanette Levellie, 
Mike Dixon, Joe Tomich, Jack 
Hoffman and Kevin Levellie 
performing a Thanksgiving 
piano medley. All are invited 
to come and share what they 
are thankful for and to pray 
together.

DEC. 1 FUN AT THE WOODS
Families are invited to 

celebrate Christmas with the 
Sisters of Providence 1-4:30 
p.m. EST Dec. 1 at St. Mary-
of-the-Woods.  Activities 
include carriage rides, 
hayrides, bus rides, wagon 
and trolley rides, nativity 
set displays, a sing-along in 
the O’Shaughnessy Dining 
Room, guests dressing up 
and participating in a live 
nativity scene, face painting, 
caricature drawings, 
bingo, storytelling, cookie 
decorating with the sisters, 
games, arts and crafts, 
alpaca photos, a visit with 
Santa Claus, a bake sale and 
tours of the Saint Mother 
Theodore Guerin Shine and 
the Blessed Sacrament 
Chapel. Visitors are welcome 
to bring cameras. The cost 
is $5 per person. Children 
three years old or younger 
are admitted free. No 
preregistration is required.
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Dimond Bros
Insurance Since 1867

Paris, IL • 217-465-5041
 www.dimondbros.com

Fall into savings...

Find out how you can save money with  
Auto-Owners Insurance multi-policy discounts.

PASTOR
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shedding of his blood—to 
be received by faith. He 
did this to demonstrate his 
righteousness, because in 
his forbearance [willing-
ness to delay] he had left the 
sins committed beforehand 
unpunished—he did it to 
demonstrate his righteous-
ness at the present time, so 
as to be just and the one who 
justifies those who have faith 
in Jesus.”  Romans 3:23-26

We all deserve isolation 
from God, which is spiritual 
death now and separation 
from him eternally. We 
deserve this because we are 
sinful – not because we make 
mistakes – but because a) 
we all have the same natural 
(and unavoidable on our 
own) inclination as every hu-
man and b) because we have 

an old, drafty house and did 
not have enough blankets to 
stay warm.

The next big fundraiser for 

Christmas for Kids is 6 p.m. 
Nov. 27 at the Paris Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post with a 
toy auction by Tolka Bros. 
Christmas Auctions. Those 
attending can purchase new 
toys for their own Christmas 

giving or donate them back 
to Christmas for Kids as they 
wish. Proceeds from the event 
provide financial support to 
Christmas for Kids.

Families needing assistance 
in giving Christmas presents 

to their children may obtain a 
Christmas for Kids application 
at any Edgar County School 
or the agencies where they are 
already receiving support such 
as WIC at the Edgar County 
Public Health Department.

GIVING
FROM PAGE 5B
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A wide variety of styles were featured at the Chrisman Nazarene Church pinewood derby. The race had two classes for competitors. 
Those in the front row were entered by children, the back row represents the dad and grandpa class. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Emmie Woodyard took it all at the Chrisman Nazarene Church’s 
pinewood derby Nov. 11. Her car was undefeated in the children’s 
category, and it also beat the winner of the adult division.

Lincoln Trail State Park, Marshall, IL • 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1
For more info visit our page at facebook.com/LincolnTrailRestaurant

Lincoln Trail Family 
         Restaurant

Thanksgiving Day
Thanksgiving buffet 11-2, 

Reservations only, call 217-826-8831

Open all winter
Hours 

10:30- 8pm Wed, Th, Fri
8-8 Sat, 8-2 Sunday 

Now serving beer and wine

Kiesha & Dustin 
Reed, owners
Carla Fancher, 

manager

NOW
OPEN

(Formerly BJ’s)
&

 Newly remodeled

Featuring daily specials
open 6 a.m. to 8 p.m 

7 days a week

Sunday
Chicken and noodles, mashed potatoes, vegetable choice of 
soup or salad
Monday
Ham and beans, cornbread and fried potatoes
Tuesday
Two hard or soft tacos, spanish rice, refried beans

Check out 
our

Facebook 
page for all 
the specials

Chrisman Nazarene Church hosts 
Caravan pinewood derby challenge

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – It may not 
be as the biblical phrase, “and 
a little child shall lead them,” 
is meant but five-year-old 
Emmie Woodyard skunked 
everyone in the pinewood der-
by challenge at the Chrisman 
Nazarene Church.

The Nov. 11 event for 
members of the church’s 
Caravan youth group was the 

culmination of a woodworking 
lesson for the children. Church 
member Angie Wells leads 
Caravan.

“It’s an after school program 
where children can learn 
different skills and how they 
can serve the Lord with those 
skills,” said Wells.

Running in two-car heats, 
the derby advances winning 
cars until it gets down to the 
final two for a championship 

race.
Woodyard not only beat 

the other youthful competi-
tors, her entry also defeated 
the winner of the Dad and 
Grandpa category for adults 
also wanting to play. None of 
the adult entries competed 
against any of those submitted 
by the children until the very 
final challenge. 

The young champ said 
she had no inkling her car 

was going to be that fast. She 
also acknowledged that Jim 
Wells, an adult member of the 
church, built the car for her. 

In the final race, Woodyard’s 
entry competed against an 
identical vehicle Jim Wells 
made to race in the adult com-
petition. The only visible dif-
ference was the paint scheme, 
yet Woodyard still won, taking 
home not only a ribbon but 
also the trophy.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The pinewood derby race Nov. 11 at the Chrisman Nazarene 
Church for the church’s youth group had a competitive atmo-
sphere, but some races were a blowout.

sinned. One can argue 
about a, but not b. 

The good news is that 
we can begin with a fresh 
start and grow into a life 
of increasing righteous-
ness if we obey. Not obey 
a law of God (we can’t) 
not obey a bunch of 
human regulations (we 
won’t) but obey Jesus 
when he says change the 
way you think – trust and 
follow me (as opposed to 
yourself). The great good 
news is that he will be 
present within us to em-
power us to do just that.

(John Youngblood is 
pastor of New Beginnings 
Church at Paris. Email him 
at ybloodjohn@gmail.com 
or leave a message at (217) 
463-3964. Pastor’s Per-
spective is provided weekly 
by members of the Paris 
Ministerial Alliance.)
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The smooth sounds of the Fabulous 
40’s Band filled Eveland Gym Saturday, 
Nov. 10, when Horizon Health hosted 
its annual fundraising dinner.

The fundraising dinner provided 
not only an evening of entertainment 
for those attending, but provided an 
opportunity for Horizon Health CEO 
Oliver “Ollie” Smith to share the excit-
ing changes involving the health group.

“A great deal has happened since we 
last gathered here in Eveland Gym,” 
Smith noted, specifically the rebrand-
ing of the organization and becoming 
Horizon Health.  The new name, 
Smith explained, “more thoroughly 
reflects our growth and geographic 
reach.” 

Horizon Health locations not only 
include Paris Community Hospital, 
Paris and Chrisman Clinic but the 
Oakland Clinic, the new EZ Care 
facility now open south of Paris and 
Senior Care. In addition, the business 
office staff has relocated to the former 
Kreckman Building on North Main 
Street, creating the Horizon Health 
Financial Operations Center.

Other milestones, Smith said, 
include:

•The establishment of Horizon 
Health EMS in April licensed for 
two advanced cardiac life support 
ambulances for both emergent and 
non-emergent transports.

•  A partnership with North Ameri-
can Lighting, just across state Route 1 
from EZ Care offering NAL employ-
ees a health clinic in a portion of the 
new building.

•A new and expanded outpatient 
surgery area, now in use.

•Construction of the new rehabilita-
tion services building on the hospital 
campus, including a dialysis center 
through an arrangement with Frese-
nius Kidney Care. “A dialysis center 
has been a long time request of our 

community,” Smith said.
•A joint venture with the Human 

Resources Center adding telephysch 
services for both children and adults. 
Services are provided by three physi-
cians with coverage five days a week.

• The addition of a second general 
surgeon to the medical staff, Yaniv 
Cozacov.

• The renovation near the hospital 
courtyard for a new volunteer gift 
shop, vending café, larger conference 
room and larger inpatient/hospital 
pharmacy. “Once this area is com-
pleted, renovation will begin in the 
current front desk/registration area 
which will become patient services,” 
Smith explained. The area will feature 
a welcome desk with registrations, cen-
tral scheduling and financial advisory 
services.

• The addition of a weekend EZ 
Care walk-in clinic to the Marshall 
community. Work is underway on a 
building at the intersection of Illinois 
Highway 1 and U.S. 40, formerly 
a chiropractic office. Th e clinic is 
scheduled to open in early 2019, Smith 
announced.

Proceeds from the dinner will be 
used to purchase HydroWorx aquatic 

therapy machine — an underwater 
treadmill, Smith said. He introduced 
Morgan Kincaid, doctor of physical 
therapy and Horizon Health rehabilita-
tion services supervisor who discussed 
the advantages of adding aquatic 
therapy.

Kincaid noted the HydroWorx 300 
provides aquatic therapy reducing 
pain, improving range of motion and 
enhancing rehabilitation outcomes. 
The machine makes effective therapy, 
rehabilitation and fitness on the un-
derwater treadmill with variable water 
depth, resistance jets and deep tissue 
massage.

“When you combine the natural 
healing properties of water with 
advanced aquatic therapy technolo-
gy such as an underwater treadmill, 
resistance therapy jets and deep tissue 
massage, the result is an unbeatable 
rehabilitation tool,” Kincaid explained.

Hydrotherapy provides an exercise 
solution for all levels of weight bearing, 
she noted, whether for non or partial 
weight bearing patient. “It provides 
for a patient to move safely and begin 
rehabilitation,” she said.  It also allows 
the patient to begin rehab sooner in 

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

E-cigarettes don’t need 
nicotine to harm your health. 
Here’s why vaping your favor-
ite flavor may be a bigger can-
cer risk than you think.

There are around 8,000 
known e-liquid flavors avail-
able on the market today.

Banana Pudding, Caramel 
Corn Crunch, Rainbow Can-
dy, Glazed Donut, Sub Zero 
Watermelon, Hawaiian Punch 
— the list goes on and on; 
names like treats from some 
imaginary dessert menu. 

Electronic cigarettes owe 
much of their appeal to a 

continually growing list of 
flavored e-liquids, the nico-
tine-containing solution that 
is electronically vaporized and 
inhaled through the devices. 

Flavored e-liquids, or 
e-juices, have also proved to 
be one of the most conten-
tious concerns about elec-
tronic cigarettes. They also 
may be more hazardous to 
our health than previously 
thought. 

Even the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) has 
pointed out the variety of 
flavors that makes vaping 
appealing from a cessation 
perspective — getting a long-

time smoker to stop tradition-
al cigarettes — are the same 
reason why teens and adoles-
cents are now using electronic 
cigarettes in record numbers. 

How to regulate these fla-
vored e-liquids has been a 
sticking point between the 
FDA and advocacy groups 
including the American Lung 
Association and the Ameri-
can Heart Association. 

On multiple occasions 
these groups have rebuked 
the federal government for 
its apparent lethargy in taking 
action to stem a growing tide 
of young tobacco users. 

However, on Thursday, the 

FDA unveiled a new plan to 
fight underage tobacco use, 
targeting electronic cigarettes, 
flavored cigars and menthol 
cigarettes.

The agency is moving to 
limit the sale of flavored e-cig-
arettes to brick-and-mortar 
locations that are age-restrict-
ed retailers, such as smoke 
shops, or areas within stores 
that can only be accessed by 
individuals 18 or older.

The FDA is also increasing 
scrutiny of online sales of fla-
vored e-cigarettes by seeking 
“heightened age verification 
processes.”

“From the beginning the 

e-cigarette industry has been 
trying to peddle that their 
products are safe, that they 
don’t contain the nasty chem-
icals that you find in ciga-
rettes,” Erika Sward, assistant 
vice president of national ad-
vocacy for the American Lung 
Association told Healthline. 
“As more and more research 
comes out, I think that we’re 
not surprised to find that the 
e-cigarette industry has not 
been truthful and forthcom-
ing about the chemicals that 
their products do contain.”

Sward is referring to a 
growing body of evidence the 
supposedly safe chemicals 

used regularly to make e-liq-
uids are likely unhealthy. 

New research further sug-
gests the chemical compo-
nents in e-liquids are toxic 
and harmful to the body.

Also, it’s unlikely that man-
ufacturers of these products 
are even fully aware of their 
chemical properties and their 
potential for harm.

The selling points of the 
safety of e-liquids have been 
the products contain relative-
ly few ingredients and, of the 
ingredients used, many are 
on the FDA’s Generally Rec-
ognized As Safe (GRAS) list. 

FDA struggles with e-liquids

Nancy Zeman/The Prairie Press
Members of the Fabulous 40’s  Big Band entertained at the annual Horizon Health fundraising dinner Saturday (Nov. 10) in Eveland 
Gym. The band provided Big Band sounds with commentary by retired ISU English professor Gene England, far right, who has become a 
fixture at the annual dinners in recent years.

Horizon Health Gala

Consider 
costs and 
coverage

It’s open enrollment time 
for medical insurance, and 
for people shopping the 

individual 
insurance 
market, 
the choices 
are as 
confusing 
as ever.

Televi-
sion ads 
splashing 
over the 
airwaves as 

the midterm elections came 
to a close didn’t help much. 
By the end of the campaign, 
it was hard to find any candi-
date — Democrat or Repub-
lican — who didn’t want to 
cover people with preexisting 
health conditions. 

The devil was in the details, 
though, and how politicians 
suggested people should be 
covered remained mostly a 
mystery.    

In Missouri, for example, 
Senator-elect Josh Hawley, as 
the state’s attorney general, 
signed onto a Texas lawsuit 
that would wipe out coverage 
for preexisting conditions 
while at the same time run-
ning campaign ads saying that 
he supported, “forcing insur-
ance companies to support all 
preexisting conditions.” How 
many Missourians picked up 
on the contradiction? 

Besides the muddled cam-
paign messages, big changes 
in the individual marketplace 
can easily trip up families 
searching for a good policy.

The individual mandate — 
the requirement that nearly 
everyone have insurance — is 
gone effective January 2019. 
That means there are no pen-
alties for not having health 
insurance. 

The Trump administration 
has also resurrected two 
kinds of insurance policies 
that caused consumers lots 
of problems in the old days: 
association policies sold by 
groups that band together 
to buy insurance, and the 
so-called short-term policies 
that are active for only a short 
time. This year the Trump ad-
ministration says a short-term 
policy can last for three years. 

The idea behind these two 
kinds of policies is to make 
insurance cheaper. In some 
cases, it can be far cheaper 
than an Affordable Care Act 
policy sold on your state’s 
shopping exchange.  

There are good reasons 

Food safety 
is the secret 
ingredient
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

SPRINGFIELD – 
Whether you are making 
a signature dish or trying 
something new this holiday 
season, the secret ingredi-
ent is always food safety.  
The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) estimates 48 mil-
lion people a year get sick 
from a foodborne illness, 
128,000 are hospitalized 
and 3,000 die.  

“While most healthy peo-
ple who become sick with a 
foodborne illness, typically 
called food poisoning, will 
get better without seeing a 
doctor, others can experi-
ence severe illnesses,” said 
Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health (IDPH) Director 
Nirav D. Shah. “By taking a 
few simple precautions, you 
can help protect yourself 
and those around you from 
an unhappy holiday.” 

To make sure foodborne 
illness is not on the menu at 
your holiday party, adhere 
to the four food safety steps. 

1. Clean - wash hands, 
cutting boards, dishes, uten-
sils and countertops before 
and after preparing each 
food item.

2. Separate - keep raw 
eggs, meat, poultry, sea-
food and their juices away 
from foods that will not be 
cooked.

3. Cook - use a food 
thermometer to make sure 
meat, poultry and fish are 
fully cooked.  Color is not 
a reliable indicator of done-
ness.  Cook turkey to an in-
ternal temperature of 165 F.  

4. Chill - divide leftovers 
into shallow containers and 
refrigerate them within two 
hours.  Use leftovers within 
three to four days.

Everyone loves to graze 
during the holidays, but 
when perishable food sits at 
room temperature, it is rest-
ing in a temperature range 
where bacteria love to mul-
tiply.  This range, between 
40-140 degrees F, is known 
as the danger zone.  A good 
rule of thumb is, make sure 
hot foods are hot (above 
140) and cold foods are 
cold (below 40).  If foods 
have been left out at room 
temperature for more than 
two hours, they should be 
discarded. 

Safety precautions re-
main important this year, 
as the CDC continues to 
investigate   two   multistate

See FOOD, Page 8BSee HEALTH, Page 8B

Federal government knew that chemicals used in e-cig flavors are toxic,  but was slow to regulate them

TRUDY
LIEBERMAN
THINKING ABOUT
HEALTH

See GALA, Page 8B

See E-CIG, Page 8B
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The center circle of Eveland Gym once again welcomed dancers during the annual 
Horizon Health fundraising dinner, thanks to the tunes of the Fabulous 40’s band.
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why these plans are cheaper 
than policies complying with 
the Affordable Care Act, which 
cover more conditions such as 
mental health treatment and 
pregnancy care, plus end re-
strictions on lifetime coverage.

The ACA-compliant plans’ 
biggest protection of all may 
be the right to buy a policy 
no matter what your existing 
health condition is, and the 
ACA has opened the door for 
millions of Americans to buy 
health coverage for the first 
time.

However, that protection so 
valuable to sick people comes 
with a trade-off:  higher premi-
ums.  Since insurers selling in 
the state exchanges can no lon-
ger exclude sick people, they 
need to compensate for the 
greater risk people with heart 
disease, cancer or other major 
illnesses present by charging 
higher premiums.

Sellers of association poli-

outbreaks of salmonella asso-
ciated with poultry products.  
One is linked to raw turkey 
products and includes 164 cases 
in 35 states.  Sixteen cases are re-
ported among Illinois residents.  
Another involves multidrug-re-
sistant salmonella infections 
tied to raw chicken products 
and includes 92 people in 29 
states.  Five cases are reported 
among Illinois residents.  

Always handle raw poultry 
carefully and cook it thorough-
ly to prevent food poisoning. 
These outbreaks are a reminder 

   E-liquids are generally made-
from a combination of propyl-
ene glycol and vegetable glyc-
erin. This forms the liquid base 
to which additional additives 
such as flavorings and nicotine 
are added. 

And the proof is in the pud-
ding, or in this case, the pud-
ding-flavored vape juice. 

Aldehydes, organic com-
ponents often associated with 
aromas (such as those of ber-
ries), and other additives used 
for flavoring on the GRAS list 
are understood to be safe for 
food — not smoking or vap-
ing. 

Yet e-liquids are rife with 
them: cinnamaldehyde im-
parts the sweet spicy taste of 
cinnamon; vanillin for vanilla 
notes; and benzaldehyde is the 
unmistakable taste of almonds. 
Other common flavoring 
elements such as diacetyl give 
a creamy or buttery depth to 
e-liquids. 

Previous studies have 
looked at the effects of these 
ingredients when subjected 
to heat or vaporization and 
found they can cause the for-
mation of formaldehyde and 
other cancer-causing chem-
icals, in addition to causing 

irritation and inflammation of 
the lungs.

Now new research says the 
chemicals could begin to react, 
forming unknown byprod-
ucts as soon as the e-liquid is 
mixed.

“It’s entirely possible that 
there may be tens or even 
potentially hundreds of 
compounds forming and 
we just don’t know much 
about them,” Sven-Eric Jordt, 
professor of anesthesiology, 
pharmacology, and cancer 
biology at Duke University 
School of Medicine.

Jordt is a co-author on a 
new study that suggests the 
problem of understanding the 
simple question of what is in 
e-liquids is far more complex 
than it seems, or at least, how 
it’s being marketed.

“It’s known that these fla-
vors, especially the aldehydes 
there, are quite reactive. They 
can form adducts, reaction 
products, with the solvents,” 
Jordt told Healthline. “We 
found that a large proportion, 
sometimes 40 percent or 
more of the flavor, is reacting 
with the solvent after mixing. 
After a few hours, a quite large 
proportion of the flavor is 
converted into these reaction 
products.”

The reactivity of e-liquids 

not only makes clear labeling 
of ingredients more difficult 
from a regulatory perspective, 
it also makes it harder to know 
what effects the unknown 
byproducts will have on the 
lungs and body when vapor-
ized. 

Chemical reactions are 
occurring in these products 
literally as they sit in a bottle 
waiting to be sold. 

“These liquids are unstable, 
you don’t even need to heat 
them or oxidize them or do 
something to them to form 
chemical reaction products,” 
said Jordt.

And these byproducts are 
making their way into the 
lungs of those who vape.

The study found that some 
of the byproducts formed in 
the e-liquid solution had a 50 
to 80 percent carryover con-
centration when vaporized, 
meaning that they don’t break 
down during the vaporization 
process.

A significant amount of 
these chemicals, “will reach 
the airways during vaping,” 
wrote the authors. 

Another recent study 
published in the journal Toxics 
found that vaporized e-liquids 
expose users to dangerous 
levels of aldehydes.

In that small pilot study of 
12 participants, researchers 
did a chemical analysis of the 
breath of participants before 
and after using electronic 
cigarettes. 

They found the average con-
centration of aldehydes in the 
breath was 10.5 times higher 
than before vaping. 

Additionally, the concen-
tration of noxious chemicals 
like formaldehyde in the 
breath was, “hundreds of 
times lower,” than in the 
vapor itself, leading the 
researchers to conclude that, 
“a significant amount is being 
retained in the user’s respira-
tory tract.”

In some cases, formalde-
hyde exposure was compara-
ble to traditional cigarettes. 

“It’s unacceptable that a user 
of e-cigarettes is being told by 
the cigarette industry that its 
products are safe and at the 
same time they are breathing 
in these toxic chemicals,” said 
Sward. “It really speaks to the 
fact that the tobacco industry 
has not changed at all.”

Perhaps most puzzling 
about FDA’s slow response to 
the growing body of research 
about the deleterious effects of 
e-liquid flavorings is that many 
of the ingredients have been 
understood to be harmful 
when inhaled for decades. 

“Some of these flavorings 
have a very bad track record,” 
Jacqueline Moline, vice presi-
dent, occupational medicine, 
epidemiology, and prevention, 
Northwell Health, Manhasset, 
New York, told Healthline.

Studies have shown in 
recent years the toxic effects of 
cinnamaldehyde, vanillin, and 
diacetyl on the lungs when 
vaporized in e-cigarettes, but 
these chemicals were already 
on the radar of regulatory 
agencies like the Occupational 
Safety and Health Admin-
istration (OSHA) and the 
National Institute for Occu-

cies can make their offerings 
very unattractive to sick peo-
ple by limiting the number of 
doctors in their networks who 
treat certain costly diseases 
like HIV-AIDS, for example.  
If people with this disease 
can’t find a physician in the 
network, they’ll likely pick 
another plan.

In comparing policies this 
year, first consider how much 
you can pay. Remember, the 
government helps those with 
incomes below 400 percent 
of the federal poverty level 
pay the premiums if they buy 
a policy in one of the state 
exchanges. 

Next, closely examine the 
coverage. Some people may 
find a policy that covers two 
visits to the doctor is fine, 
but a person with a chronic 
condition won’t. Others may 
find the prescription drug or 
mental health coverage of an 
ACA policy is what they need. 

Start your search by looking 
carefully at the offerings 
on your state exchange. It’s 

possible you’ll be able to buy 
a silver plan that offers more 
coverage than a bronze policy 
and costs less this year. You 
might be asking yourself:  Are 
these so-called new offerings 
better than nothing?

As I’ve said before, it 
depends on your tolerance for 
risk. If you’re healthy and will-
ing to gamble you’ll never get 
sick, then a short-term policy 
that doesn’t offer compre-
hensive coverage might work. 
But if you’re worried about 
unexpected illness, buy the 
best policy in your exchange 
that you can afford. 

(Trudy Lieberman is an 
award-winning health journal-
ist. Thinking About Health is 
made possible through a grant 
from The Commonwealth Fund 
and distributed through the 
Illinois Press Foundation, Rural 
Health News Service providing 
partnering press associations 
with unbiased health-related 
information, designed to help 
better understand the health 
issues)

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Jordyn Blood is the new 
athletic trainer at Paris Co-
operative High School for 
the 2018-2019 sports sea-
son.

Blood is a graduate student 
at Eastern Illinois University 
and a licensed, certified ath-
letic trainer in Illinois. She is 
pursuing a master’s degree in 
sports administration at EIU.

Horizon Health provides 
funding for Blood  to be the 
athletic trainer at Paris High 
School through a partnership 
agreement with EIU. 

Horizon Health also pro-
vides two of its own athletic 
trainers for Chrisman and 
Tri-County sports.

 “I always liked athletics 
and medicine,” Blood said. “If 
I get athletes back out there 
feeling 100 percent, that is 
satisfying to me.” 

Blood provides athletic 

trainer services for all sports 
at Paris high school. This year 
has been especially engaging 

for her due to 
the success 
of the Paris 
varsity foot-
ball team.

“C o m i n g 
in I was not 
a big football 
buff, but I 

like it,” she said. “It’s been fun 
being along for the ride.”

As an athletic trainer, 
Blood attends practices and 
games. She helps players pre-
vent and recover from inju-
ries, and can administer basic 
first aid and CPR. 

To ensure player safety, she 
performs a baseline concus-
sion screening on all athletes 
regardless if they play a con-
tact sport or not. The initial 
screening creates a reference 
point for determining wheth-
er an athlete has suffered a 

concussion during play.
 “I’m really excited to work 

with everyone,” she said. 
“It’s nice that the players are 
aware of what I do, what I 
can do and they appreciate 
it.”

Blood was born and raised 
in Toledo, Ohio. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in athletic 
training at the University of 
Toledo. 

In high school, she played 
basketball — her favorite 
sport — all four years and ran 
track as a freshman. Her goal 
is to become an athletic train-
er at the college, Olympic or 
professional level.

 “Being from a city, I 
wasn’t sure how I would be 
received,” she said. “But it’s 
been great and I love it here. 
It’s been a blessing.”

In her spare time, Blood 
enjoys cooking, running, 
reading mystery and science 
fiction books, and traveling.

Horizon Health announces PHS trainer
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BLOOD

water than on land, reducing 
inflammation as well as ac-
celerating the rehab process, 
Kincaid noted.

“Pain is greatly reduced 
when exercising in warm 
water,” she noted and lean 
muscle mass and overall leg 
strength is improved on an 
underwater treadmill.

The theme created  for the 
evening by Cindy Belt was 
built around the Fabulous 
40’s Big Band from Terre 
Haute. Retired Indiana State 
University professor Gene 
England was once again an 
integral part of the entertain-
ment, serving as an NBC 
radio announcer, complete 
with the familiar NBC micro-
phone.

Belt oversaw the transfor-
mation of Eveland Gym into 
the Rainbow Room on the 
65th floor of the Rockeller 
Building, assisted by her 
committee. The menu for 
the sit down dinner included 
romaine salad with pears, 
pomegranates and candied 
pecans dressed with a home-
made vinaigrette, beef wel-
lington with a mushroom au 
jus glaze, lemon chicken with 
cognac sauce, fall vegetable 
medley, roasted Peruvian 
potatoes, assorted breads and 
Bailey’s mousse parfait. Wine 
was served at every table.

Belt praised the committee 
members planning the 
event including Amanda 
Martin, Angel Templeton, 
Ann Staats, Beth Graham, 
Carolyn Sutton, Carolyn 
Brown Hodge, Christie 
Russell, Jane Blair, Kim 
Macke, Peg Giesler, Roseann 
Moss, Ruth Ann Sheehy, 
Ruth Anne Smith, Susan 
Bell, Susi Willis and Tracy 
Quinn Porter.

Blair once again wrote 
the script for the evening’s 
entertainment. Moss was 
honored for her longtime 
work with the fundraiser and 
was dubbed the queen of 
hospitality.

Edward Rico, staff endo-
crinologist, served as master 
of ceremonies for the eve-
ning, pinch hitting for Mayor 
Craig Smith who could not 
be present. Rico invited 
those present to attend next 
year’s fundraising dinner and 
gala called on the red carpet 
for the Academy Awards. 
The event is the second 
Saturday in November

pational Safety and Health 
(NIOSH).

Vanillin and cinnamal-
dehyde in particular have 
been associated with higher 
chemical toxicity levels in 
e-cigarettes. 

Cinnamaldehyde has 
also previously been 
identified by OSHA as an 
eye, skin and respiratory 
irritant. 

Diacetyl, the compo-
nent responsible for butter 
and cream flavors, caused 
workers in a microwave 
popcorn manufacturing 
plant in the United States 
to become sick and die. The 
cause: “popcorn lung,” or 
bronchiolitis obliterans, a 
scarring of the lung tissue 
that causes narrowing of 
the airways, leading to 
shortness of breath, wheez-
ing and symptoms similar 
to chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease. 

Inhalation exposure to 
another common e-ciga-
rette flavoring component, 
2,3-pentanedione, has 
also been shown to result 
in damage to the airways 
similar to diacetyl.

“For decades, workers 
have been the canaries in 
the coal mine. They’ve been 
exposed to compounds 
at the highest rates. We’ve 
typically learned from these 
high exposures what detri-
mental health effects there 
can be. For us to allow even 
higher rates in a personal 
consumer product is just an 
anathema to public health,” 
said Moline.

that raw poultry can have germs 
that spread around food prepa-
ration areas and make you sick.  
As you prepare holiday meals 
this year, be sure to follow these 
turkey-specific recommenda-
tions:

1. Do not thaw at room tem-
perature - thaw your turkey in 
the refrigerator, in a sink of cold 
water that is changed every 30 
minutes or in the microwave.  
Never thaw your turkey by 
leaving it out on the counter.  
Allow approximately 24 hours 
for each four to five pounds of 
turkey when thawed in the re-
frigerator. 

2. Do not rinse or wash your 
turkey - doing so can spread 
bacteria around the kitchen, 
contaminating countertops, 
towels and other food.

Typical symptoms of food-
borne illness include vomiting, 

diarrhea and flu-like symp-
toms, which can start any-
where from hours to days 
after consuming contami-
nated food or drinks.  Symp-
toms can last anywhere 
from a few hours to a few 
days.  Those at risk of more 
severe and even life-threat-
ening foodborne illness in-
clude older adults, infants, 
young children, pregnant 
women and people with 
weakened immune systems.  
If you become ill, especially 
with severe symptoms, or if 
you are at risk for more se-
vere disease, seek care from 
a medical provider to ensure 
a proper diagnosis and ap-
propriate management.

More information on 
Food Safety During The 
Holidays can be found on 
the IDPH website.
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Across
1. And so forth (abbr.)
4. Used to be United __
7. Upper left keyboard key
10. Invitable ruin
12. Consumed
13. N.H. Maine river
14. Sen. Thurmond
16. More (Spanish)
17. Oh, God!
18. Designed chairs
20. Insect living in organized 
colonies
21. Anglo-Saxon theologian, 
c.700
22. Ecclesiastics
25. Magic incantation
30. Swan Lake and Don Quixote
31. Affirmative
32. Conspiracy
33. Citizen of Stockholm
38. Light brown
41. Roman judge
43. Sonny & Cher classic
45. Chopped mixture for 
stuffing
48. Am. Nobel physicist Isodor
49. Maya __ of Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial
50. Expressed pleasure
55. In bed
56. Finnish
57. Canacol Energy stock symbol
59.  Leather strap for hawks
60. UA fraternity est. 3-9-1856
61. Low, sideless cart
62. They __
63. Single Lens Reflex

64. Point that is midway 
between N and NE
 Clues Down
 1. Murrow, Sullivan & Koch
2. Carrying bag
3. Countess of Grantham
4. Key fruit
5. One kept in readiness
6. Bring back to normal
7. Avid
8. Lots of
9. Formal close (music)
11. Dad’s partner
13. Point that is one point E 
of SE

15. Myself
19. Minor disagreement
23. Promotional materials
24. Bahama capital
25. Rudiments of a subject
26. Bleat
27. Right linebacker
28. Flower petals
29. Early culture of Gr. Britain
34. Worldwide internet
35. 7th Greek letter
36. When born (abbr.)
37. Before
39. Existing forever
40. About name

CROSSWORD

41. Myanmar monetary 
unit
42. Island north of Guam
44. Soft
45. __ Castell, makers of 
pens
46. Excessively fat
47. Eliminates
48. A Hindu prince or
king in India
51. Carrier’s invention
52. Possessed
53. Deserve through action
54. Doyen
58. A way to change color

Puzzles ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

COOKING
FROM PAGE 1B

fried or smoked. Some host-
esses also offered Coca-Cola 
glazed ham. 

I had never eaten squash 
until I lived in the South. One 
bite of squash casserole and 
I was hooked. I’ve tried lots 
of squash casseroles over my 
years in the South — some 
with cheese, some with mayo, 
some with butter crackers — 
but the recipe I’m sharing is 
just one of the best ever. I per-
suaded a Savannah friend to 
share this recipe with me. She 
told me her mother — Mama 

she said — had been making 
this casserole from before she 
was born.

This is also a versatile 
casserole. Just substitute three 
cups of leftover chicken for 
the squash and you have a 
weeknight dinner.

I remember the first time I 
tasted my neighbor’s banana 
pudding. I couldn’t believe 
how smooth and creamy it 
was — especially when she 
told me it was made with 
instant pudding. Some of the 
other women seated at the 
table with us actually gasped. 
She also makes the traditional 
homemade banana pudding 

but prefers the instant variety 
because it does not turn the 
bananas slimy and gray caused 
by adding them to the warm 
homemade pudding. I’m 
sharing the easy version I think 
tastes amazing.

Despite all this talk of food 
and plenty, let us not forget, 
however, the blessings we all 
have in our lives. Whenever 
Thanksgiving approaches, I 
think of the hymns I sang in 
Sunday School.  This is one of 
my favorites:

“Come, ye thankful people, 
come, raise the song of harvest 
home;

All is safely gathered in, ere 
the winter storms begin.

God our Maker doth 
provide for our wants to be 
supplied;

“Come to God’s own 
temple, come, raise the song of 
harvest home.

All the world is God’s own 
field, fruit unto His praise to 
yield;

Wheat and tares together 
sown unto joy or sorrow 
grown.

First the blade and then the 
ear, then the full corn shall 
appear;

Lord of harvest, grant that 
we wholesome grain and 

pure may be.
For the Lord our God 

shall come, and shall take His 
harvest home;

From His field shall in that 
day all offenses purge away,

“Giving angels charge at last 
in the fire the tares to cast;

But the fruitful ears to store 
in His garner evermore.

Even so, Lord, quickly 
come, bring Thy final harvest 
home;

Gather Thou Thy people in, 
free from sorrow, free from sin,

There, forever purified, in 

Thy garner to abide;
Come, with all Thine angels 

come, raise the glorious har-
vest home.”

No matter what you serve 
for Thanksgiving, the im-
portant thing is to share your 
thankfulness with family and 
friends. 

A happy and blessed 
Thanksgiving.

(Nancy Zeman is the editor 
and publisher of The Prairie 
Press. Email her at nzeman@
prairiepress.net.)

AMBROSIA SALAD

8 oz Cool Whip® , lite is fine
1/2 cup sour cream , light 

is fine
11 oz mandarin oranges 

drained
20 oz crushed pineapple 

drained
10 oz maraschino cherries 

drained, halved, and patted dry
1 cup sweetened coconut 

flakes
2 cups miniature marsh-

mallows
3/4 cup chopped nuts 

pecans, walnuts, cashews 
optional

Fold sour cream into Cool 

Whip® in a large serving bowl.
Fold in remaining ingredients 

making sure the pineapple, 
oranges, and cherries have been 
properly drained.

Serve immediately or 
refrigerate until serving.

SULLIVAN
FROM PAGE 1B

gates called the pound. The 
gates close and the water is let 
into the pound through large 
pipes from the upper level. 
Water rises floating the ship 
up to the higher level where 
the upper gates are opened 
and the ship continues on. 
To go downhill the process 
is reversed. This method devel-
oped by the Chinese made it 
possible to change levels by 
four feet at each lock.

The next improvement 
was in the late 1400s when 
Leonardo da Vinci invented 
the Miter Lock gate. Initially 
the lock gates were raised 
and lowered. With the miter, 
there are two gates that swing 
open. Together the gates are 
wider than the channel. When 
closed they meet at an angle 
forming a wedge so the weight 
of the water seals them shut 
preventing water through. It 
also prevents them from open-
ing until the level is equal on 
both sides. This is the design 
used on all locks today and 
makes it possible to lift a ship 
up to 30 feet in a single lock.

In the United States, our 
biggest canal project was pro-
posed by George Washington 
during his time surveying the 
northwest. He recommended 
looking at a canal from the 
Great Lakes to the Hudson 
where it could flow on to 
Long Island. 

In 1807, a flower merchant 
went broke and from debtors 
prison he researched the idea 
and proposed it for federal 
funding. Thomas Jefferson 
was a competent engineer, but 
felt this was foolish. New York 
Governor DeWitt Clinton 
bought into the idea and 
convinced the state to take on 
the project. 

There were no previous 
examples in the U.S. and 
civil engineers did not exist. 
Developers had to create 
techniques as they went. They 
perfected blasting through 
rocks, surveying grade and 
setting up locks as they built 
the 363-mile canal. It took 
82 locks to climb 500 feet 
through the mountain pass.

The project provided practi-
cal schooling for a generation 
of engineers. It also led to 
the founding of the nation’s 
first civil engineering school 
– Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute. 

Buffalo, N.Y., immediately 
became a boomtown when 
the canal opened in 1825 and 
it established New York City 
as the nation’s trading capital. 

The canal connected to Lake 
Erie beyond Niagara Falls so it 
was possible to navigate all the 
way to Fort Dearborn (Chica-
go) from New York.

 Lore around the Erie Canal 
gives credence to the impact 
it had on society. Mules were 
used to pull the barges until 
1880 when self-powered ships 
took over.

“I’ve got a mule and her 
name is Sal;

Fifteen miles on the Erie 
Canal;

We haul’d some barges in 
our day;

Filled with lumber, coal and 
hay.” 

The construction lessons 
learned were soon applied to 
building railroads across the 
U.S., further opening the west.

When the French complet-
ed the Suez in 1869, they were 
confident and felt ready for 
bigger projects. They began 
the Panama Canal in 1881 but 
underestimated how difficult 
it was. The tropical climate, in-
sects, diseases and steep grades 
prone to mudslides were too 
much. They went bankrupt. 

The United States Under 
President Theodore Roos-
evelt began negotiating with 
Colombia to take over the 
project. When negotiations 
broke down in 1903, Panama 
declared independence from 
Colombia to keep the project 
moving forward.

 The first step was to clean up 
insects and improve conditions. 
Digging resumed in 1906 un-
der American leadership. The 
engineering stretched the limits 
of knowledge and equipment 
for the time, but in 1914, the 
Panama Canal opened. It con-
sists of three steps up and down 
with each being about a 30 foot 
of rise. At the top is the largest 
man-made lake ever created to 
control rain runoff and supply 
water.

When completed the 
canal cut the distance from 
New York to San Francisco 
from 12,000 to 4,000 miles. 
It handles 5 percent of all the 
world’s trade and an expan-
sion doubling its capacity was 
completed in 2016. 

There is still no freight 
system as energy efficient 
as floating barges across the 
country, but canals fell from 
favor for more rapid means of 
transportation.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology and 
curriculum director for the Shiloh 
School District. Email him at 
sullivant@shiloh1.us) 
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Enjoy all of autumn’s splendor
Good morning and hello 

again from the residents and 
staff here at the Highland 

Manor.
Summer 

is over for 
2018, at 
least by the 
calendar, 
but we still 
have some 
great weath-
er for lots 
of activities 
before fall 

finally sets in on the way to 
the winter. Get out there and 
do some camping and hiking 
as well as some weenie and 
marshmallow roasting over 
a campfire. Fall is the perfect 
time for outdoor picnics and 
a lot gets discussed around a 
nice campfire – enjoy the fall.

Have you noticed the 
changing of the leaves on 
the trees this fall? In just 
a few short weeks, we saw 
them go from the beautiful 
green shades of summer to 
the really gorgeous and vivid 
shades of red, yellow, orange 
and brown colors of fall. As I 
write this though, it is windy 
and rainy with a lot of those 
leaves on the ground.

Oh, before I forget, the 
September full moon in 2018 
was known as the Harvest 
Moon. Sounds appropriate 
doesn’t it?

I want to mention our 
Happy Hens crafting group 
here.

The ladies are really 
busy right now with the 
holidays coming up. They 
are making all kinds of nice 
things including afghans, 
hats, scarves, greeting cards, 
Christmas items and lots of 
other things.

Occasionally they will 
enjoy their noontime meal 
together or order something 
in. This is a very active group. 

Let’s talk bingo, which 

is our largest attender, 
especially the games which 
follow our monthly potluck 
supper.

At our last one in 
September Bessie Switzer 
won the coverall and Tony 
Kennedy took home the door 
prize drawing. In the game 
prior to those listed above, 
Kim Ramey won the coverall 
and Darlene Booher won the 
door prize drawing.

I might add here that 
Darlene is our resident 
birthday cake baker and 
decorator, and each month 
she passes out cards to 
everyone who has a birthday 
during the current month. As 
an added bonus, these folks 
get to go through the serving 
line first at our dinners. 
Thank you, Darlene.

In one of our other recent 
bingo nights, Sharon Johnson 
won the coverall and her 
husband, Everett, won the 
door prize drawing. How 
about that?

Both Paris Healthcare and 
Burnsides Home host a bingo 
game for us each month, 
which our residents really 
appreciate.

The last couple of movies 
we showed were a film called 
“The Greatest Showman” 
and the other was named “A 
Beautiful Mind.” Both were 
well attended. 

For our bus trip last month 
we took our annual trip down 
to Moonshine and as usual 
were very well taken care of. 
The weather was perfect for 
some out door dining and 
a good time was had by all. 
Once again, we want to thank 
Rides MTD for helping us 
plan these monthly trips.

Think I’ll talk about our 
Bible studies here, which we 
offer twice a month. 

First of all, I want to give all 
the praise to God for making 
them successful. The people 
who attend want to be here, 
they have input, discussion 
and study the scriptures. We 
average about 25 souls and 
again give all the praise to the 
Lord.

At our last couple of salad 
dinners, which we also offer 
monthly, Mary Liz Wright 
from the U of I Extension 
gave us an informative talk on 
senior nutrition.

Then at our next salad 
dinner, the fine people from 
the senior center stopped by 
for their annual visit to talk 
to us about everything they 

offer over there. Check this 
place out, you will be amazed 
at all they offer you.

Guess what folks, I haven’t 
said anything about our 
recent bunco games. Better 
do that.

At our most recent game, 
we had a couple of new 
names make the winners list.

Charlotte Jones and Jonna 
Hulfachor rolled the high 
score, the Linda Keefer 
having both the first round 
high score and the most 
buncos. Kim Ramey had the 
low score in this one.

In the game prior to this, 
it was truly the Radical Cub 
fan Lois White’s night. Get 
this, she had the high score, 
high first round, most five-
pointers, most buncos and 
the high single game along 
with Joyce Wilcoxen.

Before I begin to close, I 
want to congratulate our own 
Paris Tigers Football team for 
an outstanding season. What 
a ride this team took us on, 
with the town really getting 
on board.

They won 10 games for the 
first time in school history, 
won the LIC undefeated, 
won a home playoff game in 
front of the largest crowd at 
any sports event in Paris since 
the Lakers were in town, and 
remember they were a pro-
team with a big stadium.

I really do need to close 
this out, but before I do I 
want to mention something 
else. 

One of our volleyball 
players, whose sister I 
coached in ASA softball 
wanted me to mention that 
our volleyball team had a 
pretty good season of their 
own – believe they were 18-
10. Thanks Kat for reminding 
me.

I want to urge all of you 
out there in the area to 
support your local school’s 
activities. If you have kids, 
grandkids, nieces, nephews 
or friends’ kids in school, 
get out and support them 
whether it be sports, band, 
plays or any other school 
activities. You will be glad 
you did. 

I think this old flyboy had 
better close for now.

Remember to thank a 
veteran for their service to 
our great nation and give 
thanks to the Lord every day.

Have a happyThanksgiving 
and until we meet again, 
happy trails to you.

MIKE
HAASE
HIGH RISE
HAPPENINGS

Abrams ends Georgia governor 
bid, says she’ll file lawsuit

ATLANTA (AP) — Dem-
ocrat Stacey Abrams ended 10 
days of post-election drama in 
Georgia’s closely watched and 
even more closely contested 
race for governor Friday, ac-
knowledging Republican Brian 
Kemp as the victor while de-
fiantly refusing to concede to 
the man she blamed for, “gross 
mismanagement,” of a bitterly 
fought election.

The speech Abrams deliv-
ered at her campaign headquar-
ters Friday evening marked the 
close of the 44-year-old attor-
ney and former lawmaker’s 
unsuccessful attempt to make 
history as America’s first black 
woman governor. Since Elec-
tion Day her campaign fought 
on, insisting efforts to suppress 
turnout had left thousands of 
ballots uncounted that other-
wise could erode Kemp’s lead 
and force a runoff election.

Kemp, the 55-year-old busi-
nessman who oversaw the elec-
tion as Georgia’s secretary of 
state, will keep the governor’s 
office in GOP hands as the 
state’s third Republican gover-
nor since Reconstruction. He 
responded to Abrams ending 
her campaign by calling for uni-
ty and praising his opponent’s, 
“passion, hard work, and com-
mitment to public service.”

The kind words came just 
days after Kemp’s campaign 
spokesman derided Abrams’ 
efforts to have contested bal-
lots counted as a, “disgrace to 
democracy.”

Abrams made no such re-
treat from her criticisms of 
Kemp, saying she refused, “to 
say nice things and accept my 
fate.” Instead, she announced 
plans to file a federal lawsuit 
to challenge the way Georgia’s 
elections are run. She accused 
Kemp of using the secretary 
of state’s office to aggressive-
ly purge the rolls of inactive 

voters, enforce an exact match 
policy for checking voters’ 
identities that left thousands of 
registrations in limbo and oth-
er measures to tilt the outcome 
in his favor.

“Let’s be clear: This is not a 
speech of concession,” Abrams 
said. “Because concession 
means to acknowledge an ac-
tion is right, true or proper. As a 
woman of conscience and faith, 
I cannot concede that.”

The race grabbed the atten-
tion of the nation, with Barack 
Obama and Oprah Winfrey 
campaigning for Abrams in the 
final days and President Don-
ald Trump holding a rally for 
Kemp.

Unofficial returns showed 
Kemp ahead by roughly 60,000 
votes out of nearly 4 million 
cast on Nov. 6. Kemp declared 
himself governor-elect the next 
day and stepped down as Geor-
gia’s secretary of state, though 
thousands of absentee and 
provisional ballots remained 
uncounted.

Abrams, meanwhile, sent 
volunteers across the state in 
search of voters whose ballots 
were rejected.  She filed suit in 
federal court to force county 
elections boards to count ab-
sentee ballots with incorrect 
birthdates. Her campaign even 
planned for possible litigation 
to challenge the election’s certi-
fied outcome.

Abrams didn’t take that 
route. She said she had con-
cluded “the law currently al-
lows no further viable remedy.” 
Instead, she said she would 
fight to restore integrity to 
Georgia’s election system in a 
new initiative called Fair Fight 
Georgia.

“In the coming days, we will 
be filing a major federal lawsuit 
against the state of Georgia for 
the gross mismanagement of 
this election and to protect fu-

ture elections from uncon-
stitutional actions,” Abrams 
said, though she gave no 
details.

Kemp tried to move past 
the contentious campaign 
even if his opponent wasn’t 
willing.

“The election is over and 
hardworking Georgians are 
ready to move forward,” 
he said. “We can no longer 
dwell on the divisive politics 
of the past but must focus on 
Georgia’s bright and promis-
ing future.”

Kemp had been secre-
tary of state since 2010. He 
was backed by and had em-
braced Trump as he tried to 
maintain GOP dominance 
in a state that hasn’t elected 
a Democrat to the governor’s 
mansion since 1998.

Kemp stormed to the 
GOP nomination. He’s 
promised a tax cut and teach-
er pay raises and pledged to 
continue Georgia’s refusal 
to expand Medicaid insur-
ance under President Barack 
Obama’s 2010 health care 
overhaul. 

Abrams’ campaign 
sparked huge energy across 
the state and she became a 
national Democratic star. 
Election turnout among 
both sides’ energized bases 
nearly equaled that of the 
2016 presidential vote.

Aides close to Abrams 
said that since the election 
she had been wrestling 
with competing priorities: 
She wanted to advance her 
assertions that Georgia’s 
elections process — which 
Kemp managed as secretary 
of state — makes it too hard 
for some citizens to vote. But 
she also recognized that a 
protracted legal fight would 
harm that cause and poten-
tially her political future.

Not advertising …

You know what you’re doing, but no one else does!
is like blowing kisses in the dark.

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216



prairiepress.net  |  217-921-3216  |   SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2018  |  11BNEWS

BY NANCY ZEMAN
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The Paris 95 school board 
approved the levy for the 
2019 property taxes after a 
hearing where a local citizen 
asked questions Monday eve-
ning, Nov. 12.

Wally Trapp of Paris attend-
ed the truth in taxation hear-
ing prior to the regular board 
meeting. Trapp explained he 
saw the legal notice in The 
Prairie Press about the levy 
increase of 21 percent and ex-
pressed concern the increase 
meant higher taxes.

Paris 95 Superintendent 
of Schools Jeremy Larson 
welcomed Trapp and noted 
he was more than happy to 
explain the tax levy. Larson 
said the idea of a tax levy is 
confusing.

The school district must 
submit a tax levy to Edgar 
County Clerk August Griffin 
by the last Tuesday of Decem-

ber, he said. Unfortunately, 
the exact equalized assessed 
valuation (EAV) for the prop-
erty in Paris 95 school dis-
trict will not be official until 
February or March, Larson 
explained. Setting the levy is a 
best guess he said.

The 21 percent levy in-
crease allows the Paris 95 dis-
trict to capture all the funds 
due it — even if the EAV in-
creases. Larson said if the dis-
trict does not set the levy high 
enough and the EAV increas-
es, the district could lose out 
on property tax funds. The 
district, Larson told Trapp, 
has one of the lowest tax rates 
in the Regional Office of Edu-
cation (ROE) area.

Paris 95 is simply being 
good stewards for the district, 
he said.

Trapp expressed his thanks 
to the board and Larson for 
their explanation of the tax 
levy.

When the regular school 
board meeting opened, the 
board approved the tax levy 
resolution unanimously.

In response to a question 
from those attending, Larson 
said there have been sever-
al changes in the district’s 
school lunch program which 
he described as well-received 
by both the district students, 
faculty, administration and 
non-certified personnel.

 A slushy machine — fea-
turing 100 percent juice 
— has been added in the 
cafeteria at both Wenz and 
Mayo, he said. In addition, 
thanks to suggestions from 
community members con-
cerned about whether stu-
dents were receiving enough 
food in school lunches, extra 
items are now on sale for the 
students, he said,, including 
peanut butter and jelly sand-
wiches and chips.

A salad bar is available at 

both schools, which has also 
been popular. “We are still 
following the USDA lunch re-
quirements but we are doing 
everything we can to make 
the lunches more popular,” he 
said. Larson has obtained the 
school lunch certification and 
is planning the lunches.

Since the first of the school 
year, lunch participation at 
Paris High School has in-
creased 9 percent, Larson 
said, while breakfast partic-
ipation has increased to 37 
percent.

A snack time is planned 
Nov. 19 where students will 
have the opportunity to sam-
ple different vegetables and 
fruit, the superintendent said.

Board member Amy Isaf 
asked if food waste had de-
creased. Larson said it is dif-
ficult to determine but Wenz 
principal Megan Carroll not-
ed the younger students tend 
to shy away from vegetables. 

Board member Cindy 
Mathis said she is glad to see 
the changes.

In other business, the 
board:
nApproved the public 

fund resolution requiring 
bookkeeper Anna Collier 
and board president Kevin 
Knoepfel to sign new signa-
ture cards at Prospect bank.
nRejected the combined 

transportation bids with 
Crestwood and Paris High 
School. The district will rebid 
the transportation contract 
on its own, Larson said.
nApproved a resolution of 

support for the City of Paris 
seeking a safety grant for new 
and improved sidewalks near 
schools.
nHired Kayla Johnson as a 

Title I paraprofessional.
nApproved Erica Hollis as 

a parent educator for the dis-
trict’s preschool program.
nApproved the use of 

Memorial School by school’s 
PFO for the annual Holiday 
Bazaar on Saturday, Dec. 1.
nHeard district teachers 

and administrators took a 
plant tour at NAL.

Larson asked the board 
members their pleasure on 
whether the district should 
ask that polling places be re-
moved from both Memorial 
and Wenz Schools.

At Wenz, the shutdown of 
the area where the polling is 
set up forces the closure of 
half the bathrooms as well as 
the gym. 

“It has a tremendous im-
pact on the schools,” he said.

Larson said he is not being 
negative but he wonders if 
everyone understands the im-
pact on both schools. Board 
members instructed Larson 
to conduct further conver-
sations with the county con-
cerning the possible reloca-
tion of the polls.

Paris 95 school board talks levy

BY NANCY ZEMAN
nzeman@prairiepress.net

A Paris man expressed 
concern about the conduct 
of some Paris football fans 
during home games at Ti-
ger Stadium this past season 
during the monthly meeting 
of the Paris Cooperative High 
School directors Monday at 
the school.

John Kraft said tents were 
erected on the north end of 
the stadium in the area well 
before game time with ve-
hicles parked on the visitors 
side, making finding a park-
ing place by opposing fans 
tough.

Kraft alleged the fans 
were drinking alcohol, car-
rying around red plastic 
cups. He did note he did not 
check any of the cups for al-
cohol. He encouraged the 
school to erect no alcohol 
allowed signs around the 
stadium.

Kraft said he has a dash 
camera he leaves on all the 
time due to his vehicle being 
vandalized in the past. He said 
when he returned home and 
reviewed the footage from the 
dash cam, he said a prominent 
Paris resident was seen urinat-
ing on the parking lot. 

“You can clearly see they are 
using the parking lot as a uri-
nal,” Kraft said.

Although he has no inten-
tion of posting the video on 
social media, Kraft urged the 
directors to at least place porta 
potties in the area and perhaps 
add a permanent bathroom. 
He said it is a long way for the 
visiting fans to walk to the re-
strooms at the school.

The board took the sugges-
tions under advisement.

In other business, the 
board heard from a group of 
students who are enrolled in 
the entrepreneurship classes 
taught by Heather Seaton. 
Their project this year is to 
come up with fundraising 
ideas for the school’s post 
prom. Seaton said the goal is 
to raise $10,000 for the post 
prom activities.

There will be 16 different 
events with 46 students in-

volved in the planning. There 
has already been a Joe’s Pizza 
Night and a Kurly Q night 
raising a total of $161. An 
event at Parkers on Oct. 7 
raised $105 and hat day netted 
$77. A McEvent is planned 
Feb. 25.

The most successful event 
thus far has been the Haunt-
ed Trail planned by the stu-
dents netting $430. The Hall 
of Madness personnel helped 
the students plan and execute 
the haunted trail held the 
same night as the very suc-
cessful Trunk or Treat at the 
school.

PHS student John Coffman 
said those who went on the 
trail paid $5 for the one-quar-
ter mile haunted walk.

Director Mary Liz Wright 
praised the work of the stu-
dents, noting she is excited the 
event was student driven. 

Interim co-principal Lor-
raine Bailey opened a dis-
cussion about the number 
of credit hours required for a 
PHS student to graduate from 
the school. Bailey said an in-
vestigation into area schools 
found most were lower than 
PHS. The state average is 
16.75, she said.

There is a need to study the 
advantages and disadvantag-
es of lowering the graduation 
credits, she said. Higher grad-
uation credit requirements do 
not translate into higher SAT 
scores. 

Bailey said the school has a 
high-risk population and, “we 
seem to be throwing road-
blocks in their way.” Once a 
student falls behind there is 
really not much of a way to 
make it up, she noted.

Administrators have devel-
oped a plan to bring the school 
more in alignment with oth-
er schools in the Little Illini 
Conference, the county and 
the Regional Office of Edu-
cation. She said it will help 
lower performing student and 
others may be able to explore 
a variety of classes.

Bailey proposed reducing 
the credits required for grad-
uation to 27 from 28 for the 
2018-2019 school year and 

from 27 to 26 credits for 
the 2019-2020 school year. 
At that point she said, the 
school will, “stop and eval-
uate the effectiveness of the 
changes.”

Bailey said the eight pe-
riod day will be retained. 
There has been some con-
cern by some teachers 
about watering down the 
requirements, she said.

Board president Steve 
Eitel questioned if the 
school was going far 
enough with the changes.

“We want our students 
to learn deeper,” Bailey 
said, explaining the state 
approach is to cover sub-
jects deeply.

The changes will imme-
diately effect 20-30 stu-
dents in a positive way, she 
said. 

“We’re not lowering our 
standards. We are helping 
them to learn better,” Ei-
tel noted. He said the plan 
removes the roadblocks 
for the school’s at-risk stu-
dents.

The board also:
nApproved a request by 

five students to graduate 
early.
nApproved a request 

from Kristin Chittick for a 
bell choir concert at 3 p.m. 
May 11.
nApproved a extracur-

ricular trip for the high 
school band to march in 
the 2019 St. Patrick’s Pa-
rade in Chicago. Eitel said 
the organization got the 
cart before the horse and 
should’ve requested trip 
approval before all the 
fundraising.
nBriefly discussed a let-

ter from Horizon Health 
requesting permission 
to provide an ambulance 
at home football games.        
Bailey said the district has 
never had a contract and 
the Edgar County Special 
Service Area Ambulance 
(ECSSAA) is a longtime 
provider of ambulance 
services for the school. 
The board took the letter 
under advisement.

Tiger Stadium fan 
etiquette in question

ALUMNI ATTEND HOMECOMING

Special to The Prairie Press

Alumni of Kansas High School are invited to attend the 2018-2019 Homecoming festivities 
Friday and Saturday, Nov. 30 and Dec. 1. Pictured is the homecoming court. Seated, left to 
right, Cailynne Phillips, Maiya Eskew, Grace Burnside-holding crown and scepter bearer Coo-
per Wright, Morgan Houia-holding crown and scepter bearer Lacey McIntyre, Marita King and 
Makenzie Rideout. Standing, left to right, Camden Harmon, Lucas Alvarez, Malte Kleinknecht, 
Sean Harrison, Caleb Davidson and Bryce Farr.

BY ANDREW DALTON
Associated Press

AGOURA HILLS, Ca-
lif. (AP) — Standing amid 
the charred foundations and 
burned-out movie sets of Par-
amount Ranch, officials from 
the National Park Service said 
Friday they plan to rebuild 
and reopen the site that holds 
decades of movie history and 
still hosts a steady stream 
of Hollywood productions 
within the next two years.

Santa Monica Mountains 
National Recreation Area 
Superintendent David Szy-
manski announced the plan 
Friday as he guided reporters 
through the twisted metal 
and ashes that once made up 
the ranch's "Western Town," 
most of which burned shortly 
after a huge wildfire broke out 
Nov. 8 and swept through the 
surrounding mountains and 
community, destroying more 
than 700 homes and other 
buildings.

"The site is almost a total 
loss," Szymanski said. "It's 
easy to be somber. But there's 
some things that I'm hoping 
will allow us to be a little bit 
less somber. We'd like to get 
Paramount Ranch rebuilt in 
the next 24 months."

A church built for HBO's 
"Westworld" and a train 
depot constructed for the 
1990s CBS series "Dr. Quinn, 
Medicine Woman," the two 
productions most associated 
with the site, are all that re-
main of the structures, backed 
by the blackened hills of a 
wildfire that many feared for 
years.

"We've all dreaded it, we've 
tried to prepare, but some-
times the wind just takes 
over," said Rory Skei, the chief 
deputy executive officer of 
the Santa Monica Mountains 
Conservancy. "We do what 

we can do."
Elsewhere on the fire, more 

residents were allowed Friday 
to return to homes they fled 
from days earlier.

Authorities reopened more 
areas in Los Angeles and Ven-
tura counties. But they kept 
some locations within the 
Woolsey Fire zone off-limits 
because of hazards ranging 
from burned power poles to 
compromised gas lines and 
destroyed roadways.

Utility crews worked to 
remove damaged equipment 
and bring in replacements, 
including numerous power 
poles.

Although walls of flame 
and towering columns of 
smoke were gone, firefight-
ers continue to expand con-
tainment lines around the 
scorched area. Fire com-
manders said the 153-square-
mile (396-square-kilometer) 
burn area was 78 percent sur-
rounded.

The count of destroyed 
structures reached 713. An-
other 201 structures were 
damaged.

Los Angeles County sher-
iff 's detectives were inves-
tigating three deaths. Two 
adults were found in a gut-
ted car last week, and the re-
mains of a person were found 
Wednesday in the rubble of a 
home that had burned to the 
ground.

At the Paramount Ranch, 
structures that served as 
barns, hotels, saloons and 
barbershops for decades of 
movies and TV shows are 
gone. Workers will salvage 
what they can and then work 
to rebuild.

The site began as a set for 
Paramount Pictures in the 
1920s and was taken over by 
the National Park Service in 
1980. It got a major resto-

ration in 1985, with the park 
service trying to maintain 
as much as it could from the 
original buildings. Corrugat-
ed tin roofs on many of them 
still dated to the 1920s. Now 
those roofs lie burned and 
twisted on the ground like 
pieces of a crashed plane.

Western Town specifically 
was built for TV productions 
in the 1950s and was used for 
such westerns as "The Cisco 
Kid" and "Dick Powell's Zane 
Grey Theatre."

But the site lent itself to 
productions of all kinds.

"American Sniper," the 
2014 film starring Bradley 
Cooper, was also partly filmed 
there, as was 2006's "The Lake 
House," starring Sandra Bull-
ock and Keanu Reeves.

"It could be adapted for 
anything," Szymanski said.

It remained to be seen how 
much the ranch being out 
of commission would affect 
Hollywood productions.

HBO did not immediate-
ly answer questions about 
whether the fire would affect 
the upcoming season 3 of 
"Westworld," or whether pro-
duction was planned for the 
ranch at all. 

The network previously ex-
pressed concern for, "all those 
affected by these horrible 
fires."

As the ranch's manmade 
structures are rebuilt, the 
stark surrounding hills will 
most likely take care of them-
selves.

"All this natural vegetation 
will regenerate itself," said 
Sara Horner, board president 
of the Santa Monica Moun-
tains Fund. "A year from now, 
it will be green, from after the 
rains, and then in a few years, 
it'll look pretty much as it did. 
Nature is amazingly powerful 
in her ability to heal."

Wildfire-charred Paramount 
Ranch to be rebuilt over 2 years

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Donald Trump said 
Friday he had, "very easily," 
answered written questions 
from special counsel Robert 
Mueller, though he speculated 
that the questions had been, 
"tricked up," to try to catch him 
in a lie. He said he hadn't sub-
mitted his answers to investiga-
tors yet.

"You have to always be care-
ful when you answer questions 
with people that probably have 
bad intentions," Trump told 
reporters in his latest swipe at 
the probe into 2016 election 
interference and possible ties 
between Moscow and the pres-
ident's campaign.

The president did not say 
when he would turn over the 
answers to Mueller, but his at-
torney, Rudy Giuliani, indicat-
ed it could happen next week. 
The special counsel has sig-
naled a willingness to accept 
written answers on matters re-
lated to collusion with Russia. 
But Giuliani has said repeat-
edly the president would not 
answer Mueller's questions 
on possible obstruction of 
justice.

During months of back-
and-forth negotiations with 

the special counsel office, 
Trump's lawyers have repeat-
edly counseled the president 
against sitting down for an 
in-person interview.

Trump's written response, 
though not yet delivered, sig-
nals a new phase in the Mueller 
probe, the year-and-a-half-long 
investigation that has produced 
guilty pleas and convictions 
from several top Trump aides 
even as the special counsel and 
the White House have engaged 
in lengthy negotiations about 
how — or if — the president 
would testify.

Though he spent hours with 
his attorneys, Trump insisted: 
"My lawyers don't write an-
swers, I write answers."

The president's remarks 
were fresh evidence of his re-
turn to the ominous rhythms 
of the Russia probe after spend-
ing heady weeks enjoying adu-
lation-soaked campaign rallies 
before the midterm elections.

Despite Trump's insistence 
Friday that he's, "very happy," 
with how things are going, his 
frustrations with the ongoing 
probe have been evident ev-
erywhere from his overheat-
ed Twitter feed this week to 
his private grousing that the 

special counsel may target his 
family. Adding to his grim out-
look has been the barrage of 
criticism he's getting over his 
choice for acting attorney gen-
eral and late-arriving election 
results that have largely been 
tipping toward House Demo-
crats.

"The inner workings of the 
Mueller investigation are a 
total mess," Trump tweeted 
Thursday as part of a series of 
morning posts. The investi-
gators don't care, "how many 
lives they can ruin," he wrote.

A day later, he tried to put a 
rosier shine on the situation, 
telling reporters: "I'm sure it 
will be just fine."

The president continued to 
maintain his innocence while 
launching new broadsides at 
the probe. He denied being ag-
itated despite his outbursts the 
day before.

After a relative lull in the 
run-up to the midterms, the 
Russia probe has returned to 
the forefront of Washington 
conversation and cable news 
chyrons. There has been wide-
spread media coverage of two 
Trump allies — Roger Stone 
and Jerome Corsi — who say 
they expect to be charged.

Trump says he “very easily” answered 
special council Mueller’s questions



24 x 80 warehouse for lease
Call 217-465-7616

Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. 
New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Looking for residential 
or businesses to clean, 
10 years experience.
References on request, 
call 217-504-3985

REGIONAL DRIVERS NEEDED
Run Midwest only. 
Van & flatbed.  
Avg $0.50 per mile.  
Can be home 2-3 nights 
per week & weekends.  
1 yr exp required. 
Class A CDL. 
217-712-0429

20% off Tell City 
Furniture Sale
Nov. 1-30, 2018
Country Attic
1320 N Section St
Sullivan, IN

THE ETC. SHOPPE 
141 E Court Street, 
Downtown Paris
217-264-1921 or 
217-463-2653
We buy estates or gently used 
furniture, appliances, electronics, 
baby furniture, antiques. 
One item to a complete 
household. 
Call Robin today.
open Wed, Thu, Fri, Sat. 
9 am-5 pm. 
We pay cash!

AIRLINE CAREERS FOR NEW 
YEAR BECOME AN AVIATION 
MAINTENANCE TECH. 
FAA APPROVED TRAINING. 
FINANCIAL AID IF QUALIFIED. 
JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. 
CALL AIM 800-481-8312

Substitute Driver 
Eastern Illinois University 
is seeking service-oriented, 
student-centered individuals 
to serve as a substitute driver 
for the Panther Shuttle Service.  
Drivers are required to operate 
various vehicles depending on 
need.  Drivers typically drive a 
20 passenger bus. The shuttle 
service runs from late August 
to early May on Monday - Friday 
7:00 a.m. to 9:00pm and 
Saturday-Sunday from 3:00pm 
to 9:00pm. 

(We are currently looking for 
a driver who has day time 
availability.)  Applicants must 
present a valid Illinois Class A or 
B CDL with a “P” endorsement, a 
current medical certificate, and 
a driver’s abstract at the time of 
application.  Applicants who are 
hired must pass a background 
investigation and drug test and 
will be subject to random drug 
testing throughout employment. 
Base pay is $11.25/hour.

Please submit application and 

resume online at https://www.
eiu.edu/~humanres/application/
login.php
Review of applications begins 
immediately.
Department of Human 
Resources – Employment
Eastern Illinois University
Old Main, Room 2020
600 Lincoln Avenue
Charleston, IL  61920
AA/EEOE

Paris District 95 is taking 
applications for 
District Bookkeeper for the 
2019-2020 school year.  
Any questions regarding this 
position should be directed to 
Dr. Larson at 465-8448.  
Applicants should submit a 
resume or pick up an application 
at 
Mayo Middle School, 
300 E Wood St, 
Paris, IL 61944.  
District 95 is an equal 
opportunity employer.

ACCOUNTING ANALYST
Dimond Bros. Insurance, LLC 
is seeking candidates for 
Accounting Analyst in our 
administrative office.    
This position will assist in 
general accounting applications.  
We offer an attractive 
compensation and benefits 
package that includes health, 
dental, life, vision, voluntary 
life, short/long term disability, 
Teledoc, 401(k) with company 
match and vacation/personal 
time. Please send your resume 
with detailed work history and 
salary requirements to: 
Steph Shobe, 
Director of Human Resources
Dimond Bros. Insurance, LLC
110 W. Court Street, 
PO Box 1090
Paris, IL  61944
steph.shobe@dimondbros.com

Pleasant Meadows Senior 
Living is looking for dedicated 
new members to join our 
team.  We are currently seeking 
applicants for Full and Part 
Time, all shifts, including flexible 
scheduling:
C.N.A.
LPN
RN
We offer competitive 
wages and benefits including: 
medical, dental, prescription, life, 
disability, and paid time off.
We are proud of our facility and 
welcome you to visit and tour.  
Begin a new career starting 
immediately. 
Applications are available in our 
office.
Pleasant Meadows Senior Living
400 West Washington
Chrisman, IL 61924
217-269-2396

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

Missing Cat - FOUND!!! 

HE HAS BEEN FOUND!!! 
Last seen on Fri., Nov 2, 2018 

around 5pm.  Lives on Court St 
near Hwy 150. Rocky is a 2 yr old 

fixed male.  He is long-haired, 
light and dark grey with a little 

white mixed in.  He has big round 
eyes and one eye crosses when 

he looks at you.  He loves to 
meow, cuddle and drink out of 
the faucet.  He belongs to a 6 
year old boy named Riley who 

misses him very much.
If you have any info, or have seen 
him, please call 217-251-3373.

Gun Auction 
Sunday, Nov.25th 9AM 
900 Guns at Auction 2601 
Lakeland Blvd., Mattoon, IL. 
Details & 5,000 Photos at www.
bauerauction.com

FALL CLASSIC AUCTION 
November 16th & 17th 5pm 
Union, IL Coin-op, Phonographs, 
Advertising, Pinballs, Slots, Cars, 
& MORE! 1965 Shelby Cobra 
427 CSX, Mills Violano, Double 
Dewey 815-923-7000 www.
DonleyAuctions.com

House For Rent
Shown by appt., 406 W Van 
Buren Street
2 bedrm., 1 bath
stove and refrig provided, W/D 
hook-up,
new windows throughout,
call 217-806-0333
$500 month/$500 deposit
No pets

22 Payne Dr., Paris
$85,000
3 bedroom 1 bath home
Call 217-463-1083

EDGAR CO., IL - 150+/- A
Good Soils & Nearly All Tillable

E of Chrisman, $8,000/A
Loranda Group
800-716-8189

www.loranda.com

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Very nice 2br duplex apt 
on east lake.
Washer, dryer dishwasher, 
stove, refrigerator 
$675 month + dep
Call 466-8210 1yr lease

2 Rooms upstairs. 
All appliances, including W/D. 
$300.00 per month, 
half utilities.  
Wi-fi & Direct TV available. 
Pets welcome. 
Call (217)712-1223

Very nice 2 bedroom, 1 bath 
apt with carport, 
w/d hookups, no pets.
$525/mo. 
Call 812-208-8063

Very nice 1bd room apt 
$495+dep 1yr lease 
Call 466 8210

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  
No pets.
217-264-9634

FOR RENT: 
Adult housing in Chrisman.
1 & 2 bedroom apartments, 
stove, refrig., washer & 
dryer furnished
water & trash pick up furnished
Call 217-269-2328 
or 269-2548

Apartment For Rent
Nice 1 bedroom. 
Water and garbage included. 
$420 deposit,
$420 per month
Call 217-466-8280

FREON R12 WANTED: 
CERTIFIED BUYER will PAY CA$H 
for R12 cylinders or cases of 
cans. 
(312) 291-9169; 
www.refrigerantfinders.com

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your 
own bandmill
Cut lumber any dimension. 
In stock ready to ship! 
FREE Info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
800 567-0404 Ext.300N

Paris Main Street Emporium
Over 5,000 sq ft of Antiques, 
Collectibles, Furniture, J
ewelry, Clothing and a 
whole lot more!!
New Vendors Welcome!!
Come see us at
130 North Main
Paris, IL 61944
On the town square - 
Corner of Main & Wood
or call new owner Tracy Heiser 
at 217-463-2992.
PLUS - we buy gold, silver, coins 
& vintage items!
Open Tues-Fri, 10am-4pm
and Saturday 10am-2pm

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS, 

IN PROBATE

In the matter of the Estate of
JANET LOUISE MCGILL, 
deceased.

No.  2018-P-57  

CLAIM NOTICE
 
   Notice is given of the death of 
JANET LOUISE MCGILL of Paris, 
Edgar County, Illinois.  Letters of 
Office were issued on October 22, 
2018 to LISA ANN LAUGHEAD, as 
Independent Executor, 712 Water 
Street, Paris, Illinois 61944, whose 
attorney is DREW P. GRIFFIN, of 
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, 
P.C., 110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8, 
Paris, Illinois 61944.

   Claims against the Estate may 
be filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Circuit Court at the Edgar 
County Courthouse, Paris, Illinois 
61944, or with the representative, 
or both, on or before May 3, 2019, 
and any claim not filed within 
that period is barred.  Copies of 
a claim filed with the clerk must 
be mailed or delivered to the rep-
resentative and to the attorney 
within 10 days after it has been 
filed. 

DATED this 1st day of November, 
2018.

LISA ANN LAUGHEAD, 
Independent Executor of the 
Estate of JANET LOUISE MCGILL, 
deceased

DREW P. GRIFFIN  
ARDC #6312947
JONES & GRIFFIN 
LAW OFFICES, P.C. 
110 E. Washington, 
P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Tele: (217) 465-7525
Fax:  (217) 466-2230

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS

FIRST BANK & TRUST, IL, f/k/a 
FIRST BANK & TRUST, SB,
Plaintiff,

vs

JARED L. RAMSEY, Unknown 
Owners and Non-record 
Claimants,
Defendants.

Case No.  2018-CH-17

NOTICE OF SALE PURSUANT TO 
JUDGMENT OF FORECLOSURE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN, that pursuant to a 
Judgment of Foreclosure and 
Sale entered by the Circuit Court 
for the Fifth Judicial Circuit, Edgar 
County, Illinois in the above enti-
tled matter on July 11, 2018, the 
Sheriff of Edgar County, in Paris, 
Illinois will on December 5, 2018, 
at the Edgar County Courthouse, 
115 W. Court Street, Paris, Illinois, 
at the hour of 10:30 a.m. sell at 
public auction and sale to the 
highest bidder for cash, all and 
singular, the following described 
real estate mentioned in said 
Judgment, situated in the County 
of Edgar, State of Illinois, or so 
much thereof as shall be suffi-
cient to satisfy said Judgment:  

Legal Description of the 
Mortgaged Premises:

THE NORTH ONE-THIRD OF 
LOT 15 IN LAWSON KIMBLE’S 
ADDITION TO THE CITY OF PARIS.  
IN EDGAR COUNTY, ILLINOIS.

PREIN:  09-13-36-383-004

Common Address of the real 
estate:  622 N Central, Paris, IL 

61944

Description of improvements:  
residence

The judgment amount was:  
$76,582.23

Sale terms:  This is an As Is sale 
for cash.  The successful bidder 
must deposit 10% down by 
certified funds; the balance by 
certified funds within 24 hours.  
NO REFUNDS.

The subject property is subject to 
general real estate taxes, special 
assessments or special taxes 
levied against said real estate, 
mowing fees, etc., and is offered 
for sale without any representa-
tion as to quality or quantity of 
title without recourse to Plaintiff.  
The sale is further subject to 
confirmation by the Court.

Upon payment in full of the bid 
amount, the purchaser shall 
receive a Certificate of Sale, 
which will entitle the purchaser 
to a Deed to the real estate after 
confirmation of the sale.  The 
property will not be available 
for inspection prior to sale.  
Prospective bidders are admon-
ished to check the court file to 
verify all information.

For Information: Richard L. 
James, Attorney at Law, 328 
North Central, P O Box 820, Paris, 
IL 61944  

Further information than that 
given here in this notice of sale is 
not required to be given. 

THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND ANY 
INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL 
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.

Richard James
ARDC # 1323156
328 N. Central Avenue 
P O Box 820
Paris, IL 61944
Phone: (217) 465-2529
Fax: (217) 463-1982
rlj@rjameslaw.com

Public Notice
Public meeting to select Edgar 
County representation of the 
low-income population to serve 
on the Embarras River Basin 
Agency, Ind. Board.
Meeting date December 6, 2018 
at 9:00 am at 502 Shaw Avenue, 
Paris, IL.

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
County EDGAR
CITY OF PARIS

Section Number 
17-00071-00-SG
Route VARIOUS

Sealed proposals for the fur-
nishing materials required in the 
construction/maintenance of the 
above Section will be received 
and at that time publicly opened 
and read at the office of City 
Clerk,206 South Central Avenue, 
Paris, IL 61944 until 10:00 AM on 
December 3, 2018.

1.  Plans and proposal forms 
will be available in the office of 
Francis Associates 330 North 
Central Avenue, Paris, IL 61944.  

2.  Prequalification. If checked, 
the 2 low bidders must file within 
24 hours after the letting an 
“Affidavit of Availability” (Form 
BC 57), in duplicate, showing all 
uncompleted contracts awarded 
to them and all low bids pending 
award for Federal, State, County, 
Municipal and private work. 

3.  The Awarding Authority 
reserves the right to waive 
technicalities and to reject any or 
all proposals as provided in BLRS 
Special Provision for Bidding 
Requirements and Conditions for 
Material Proposals. 

4.  A proposal guaranty in the 
proper amount, as specified 
in BLRS Special Provision 
for Bidding Requirements 

and Conditions for Material 
Proposals, will be required.  Bid 
Bonds  be allowed as a proposal 
guaranty.

5.  The successful bidder at the 
time of execution of the contract 
  be required to deposit a contract 
bond for the full amount of the 
award.  When a contract bond 
is not required, the proposal 
guaranty check will be held in 
lieu thereof.  Failure on the part 
of the contractor to deliver the 
material within the time specified 
or to do the work specified herein 
will be considered just cause to 
forfeit his surety as provided in 
Article 108.10 of the Standard 
Specifications.

6.  Proposals shall be submitted 
on forms furnished by the 
Awarding Authority and shall be 
enclosed in an envelope endorsed 
“Material Proposal, Section 
17-00071-00-SG”.
By Order of City of Paris 
11/17/2018 
Municipal Clerk
Material Proposal 
To City of Paris

If this bid is accepted within 45 
days from date of opening, the 
undersigned agrees to furnish 
or to deliver & install any or all of 
the materials, at the quoted unit 
prices, subject to the following:

1.  It is understood and agreed 
that the “Standard Specifications 
for Road and Bridge 
Construction”, adopted April 1, 
2016, and the “Supplemental 
Specifications and Recurring 
Special Provisions”, adopted 
January 1, 2018, prepared by the 
Department of Transportation, 
shall govern insofar as they may 
be applied and insofar as they 
do not conflict with the special 
provisions and supplemental 
specifications attached hereto.

2.  It is understood that quantities 
listed are approximate only and 
that they may be increased or 
decreased as may be needed to 
properly complete the improve-
ment within its present limits or 
extensions thereto, at the unit 
price stated and that bids will 
be compared on the basis of the 
total price bid for each group.

3.  Delivery in total or partial 
shipments as ordered shall be 
made within the time specified 
in the special provisions or by 
the acceptance at the point and 
in the manner specified in the 
“Schedule of Prices”.  If delivery 
on the job site is specified, it shall 
mean any place or places on the 
road designated by the awarding 
authority or its authorized 
representative.

4.  The contractor and/or local 
agency performing the actual 
material placement operations 
shall be responsible for provid-
ing work zone traffic control, 
unless otherwise specified in 
this proposal.  Such devices 
shall meet the requirements of 
and be installed in accordance 
with applicable provisions of 
the “Illinois Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices” and 
any referenced Illinois Highway 
Standards.

5.  Each pay item should have a 
unit price and a total price.  If no 
total price is shown or if there is a 
discrepancy between the product 
of the unit price multiplied by 
the quantity, the unit price shall 
govern.  If a unit price is omitted, 
the total price will be divided by 
the quantity in order to establish 
a unit price. A bid will be declared 
unacceptable if neither a unit 
price nor a total price is shown.

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on DECEMBER 
6, 2018, to satisfy liens held on 
delinquent accounts located at 
the below properties and ending 
at the assigned times.  The 
auction is an online auction con-
ducted at www.storagetreasures.
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TO PLACE AN AD:

217-921-3216
mjacobs@prairiepress.net

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

232 West Wood Street

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”

ONLINE AUCTION 
Now thru November 16th

WILLOW WALLOW FARM MOVING SALE - Chrisman, IL
Top Quality Furniture, Antiques, Primitives & Tons MORE!

YOU DO NOT WANT TO MISS THIS ONE!
Click “Online Bidding” @ www.calliebaber.com to browse & bid!

ONLINE AUCTION!
Elgar & Fern Ford Trust Online Auction

BEAUTIFUL 2010 Mercury Grand Marquis w. Loaded Features
Also, Appliances, Furniture, Tools, Household & more!

Click “Online Bidding” @ www.calliebaber.com to browse & bid!
Follow us on Facebook for all the latest updates

Now thru December 3rd

MATTOON
KAWASAKI YAMAHA
SSR MOTORSPORTS

&
CF MOTO 

•  MOTORCYCLES
•  ATV’S

•  MULES
•  TEREX’S

Parts, Accessories, Sales
And Service

Mattoon - 217-258-2000
mattoonkawasakiyamaha.com

©ClassifiedGuys.com

MARK
DIRECTION

MARK
DIRECTION

Having a yard sale? You get up to 40 words that will reach 7,225 homes 
and businesses in Edgar County twice (two weeks in a row), three 
heavy-duty, all-weather signs (like the one surrounding this ad), 140 

217-921-3216 101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944

fluorescent green pre-priced labels, tips for a no hassle sale, pre-sale 
checklist, sales record form.  All for $1000!!!! 
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SALARY SCHEDULE OF GROSS PAYMENTS FOR CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL AND NON-CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL 

Salary Range:  Less Than $25,000
Allen, Bailey, Brinkerhoff, Carroll,  
Chittick, Garver, Goodwin, Grimes, 
Higgins, Kirby, Orin, Patrick, Ran-
dolph, Snyder, Stanley, Tingley, M., 
Tyler, Wacaser, White, Witmer J., 

Witmer R., Wright, W.

Salary Range:  $25,000 - $39,999

Burry, Carrell, Magee, Damler,  

Gates, Herrington, Mills, Myers, 

Rollings, Trogdon K., Wood

Salary Range: $40,000 - $59,999

Adkison, Barrett, Duke, East,  

Heath, Jacobs, Lau, Lawson, Mc-

Clain, Mitchell, Pinkston, Pinnell, 

Pitts, Ripperden, Soberg, Spen-

cer, St. Clair, Tingley, D.

Salary Range:  60,000 - $89,999

Lynch, Pattenaude

Salary Range:  $90,000 and over

Young D.

Salary Range:  Less Than $25,000 

Alexander, Bennett, Bogle, Cal-

houn, Crippes, H., Dosch, Englum, 

Ford, Frey, Givens, Haddix, Haw-

kins, Horsley, Hough, Johnson, 

Laughlin, Mace, Maynard, Mc-

Conkey, Pine, Porter, Rice, Ring, 

Sallee, Simmons, Smith, Tracy, 

Trogdon, E., Wright, A., Young, M.

Salary Range:  $25,000 - $39,999

Dougherty, Haase, Thurman

Salary Range:  $40,000 - $59,999

Crippes T., McCarty, Sturgell

Salary Range:  $60,000 and over

Payments over $2500, excluding wages and salaries
Person, Firm or Corporation
Paris Co-op High School
Heartland Bank & Trust Company
MSB Transportation
Ameren Illinois
VISA
B & B Food Distributors
Paris Union School District #95
Pace Systems Inc
Liberty Mutual Insurance
Egyptian Area Employee Benefit 
Dell Marketing 
Constellation New Energy Inc.
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Computer Resources Inc.
CDW Government Inc
Horace Mann Educators Insurance Co.
Pinnacle Computer Services
Illinois Public Risk Fund

Aggregate Amount
1,482,647

502,853
397,606

45,247
41,149
40,457
40,457
39,528
36,562
29,519
27,737

23,533
19,358
16,248
14,058
11,979
11,871
11,832

Person, Firm or Corporation 
Prairie Farms Dairy
City of Paris
James D. Motley
Sycamore Engineering Inc.
Frontier
Garaventa
RDA Systems
Vermilion Valley Produce
Illini FS Inc.
Bushue Human Resources Inc.
Teachers’ Retirement System
Illinois Director of Employment Security
Bradfield’s Computer Supply
NCS Pearson Inc.
Ingrum’s Waste Disposal
D-I Supply Company
I.A.S.B.
Manpower

Aggregate Amount
11,163

10,725
10,000

9,045
8,768
8,638
7,486
7,132
7,067
7,048
6,991
6,767
6,037
5,977
5,687
5,661
5,394
5,139

Person, Firm or Corporation
School Lunch Solutions
Miller, Tracy, Braun, Funk & Miller
Overhead Door Company of Terre Haute
Junior Library Guild
Nextera Energy Services
Edgar County Highway Dept.
BSN Sports
Zones
Ideal Environmental Engineering 
Masco Packaging & Industrial Supply
MCC Network Services 
Follett School Solutions, Inc.
Lexia Learning Systems
Contract Paper Group
Ecolab Pest Elim Div.
Discovery Educaton

Aggregate Amount
4,263
4,218
3,536
3,499
3,439
3,330
3,307
3,262
3,142
3,072

3,000
2,948
2,850
2,826
2,681

2,600

GROSS PAYMENT FOR CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL

GROSS PAYMENT FOR NON-CERTIFICATED PERSONNEL

ANNUAL STATEMENT OF AFFAIRS SUMMARY FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2018

3 Lakewood Drive – $325,000

Wonderful brick ranch home 
located on 2.33 acres on the 
West Lake. Two bedrooms, one 
and a half baths, with separate 
family and living room space. 
Nice kitchen with lots of cabinet 
space, breakfast bar and appliances 
that will stay. Separate dining 
room with gas fireplace and 
sliding doors to private patio. 
Beautiful hardwood flooring 
throughout most, 3 fireplaces, 
sun room with hot tub, beamed 
ceilings in family room and beautiful views of the lake. Full basement with 2 extra rooms that 
can be used as bedrooms, office space or game room. Basement also includes extra storage, 
washer/dryer hookups and additional sink and shower. Wooded setting with additional 
detached garage for extra storage. Call today to for your appointment to view this great 
home!!!

138 Blue Heron Rd. – $229,000

Beautiful  Stone Ranch with 3 bedrooms & 2.5 baths on 1.45A with access and breathtaking 
views of Eads Lake.  This home has been completely remodeled…Custom kitchen with soft close 
cabinets, granite countertops, tile backsplash and black stainless appliances that stay.  Living 
room and dining area have vaulted ceilings, Bedford Stone fireplace and large windows allowing 
tons of natural light.  Family room is open to the kitchen and has an inviting fireplace with lake 
views.  Hall bath has a full wall double sink vanity, granite counters and tiled wall shower/tub. 
Master bedroom has a wonderful view of Eads Lake as well as a  master bath with a walk-in shower. 
Addt’l potential living area/storage with the walk-out basement with access to concrete back 
patio.  This home is truly turn key...Call and setup your private showing today!

Keys Realty
& appraisals

510 S. Main St. , Paris, IL 61944
217.466.6800    •

Vicky Keys
Managing Broker

(217) 712-0385 

Lindsey Keys
Broker

(217) 251-4357

Brenda Martin
Broker

(217) 822-5636

www.keys4u.net

Let us put our Real Estate Knowledge to work for You!

com.  610 E Jasper St, Paris, IL @ 
12:00 PM CST:  Dustin Swinford 
(309-117).

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

EDGAR COUNTY, 
PARIS, ILLINOIS

PREFERRED BANK,
Plaintiff,
v.

TRACY LUSTER, DEREK HOWARD, 
Unknown Owners, and Non-
record Claimants,
Defendants.

No.  2018-CH- 44

NOTICE OF FORECLOSURE

  The undersigned certifies that 
the above entitled foreclosure of 
statutory liens created pursuant 
to 65 ILCS 5/11-139-8, 65 ILCS 
5/11-20-7 and 65 ILCS 5/11-20-15, 
was filed on November 8, 2018, 
and amended November 13, 2018, 
in the above-captioned court, 
and is now pending, and further 
certifies that:
1.  The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above.

2.  The court in which said action 
was brought is identified above.

3.  The address of the Plaintiff is 
Preferred Bank, 602 N. St. Hwy 49, 
Casey, IL 62420. 

4.  The name of the title holder of 
record is Tracy Luster and Derek 
Howard.
  
5. A legal description of the real 
estate sufficient to identify it with 
reasonable certainty is as follows:

Tract 1: 
All that part thereof described as 
Lots 5, 6, 7, and 8 in Block 12 in 
Ashmore and Blair’s Addition to 
the Village of Borton, as shown by 
the plat thereof in Volume 87, page 
592 of the Deed Records of Edgar 
County, Illinois; and, 

Lots Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 4 in Block No. 
12 in Ashmore and Blair’s Addition 
to the Village of Borton, Edgar 
County, Illinois; 

Tract 2: 
Lots Nos. 7, 8, 9, and 10 in Block 
No. 9 in Ashmore and Blair’s 
Addition to the Village of Borton, 

Edgar County, Illinois; and,

Tract 3: 
A part of Illinois Street, as vacated 
by Order of Vacation dated June 9, 
1947 and recorded in Supervisor’s 
Record 17, page 197, of the records 
of Edgar County, Illinois, lying 
south of and contiguous to Lot 8, 
in Block 12 in Ashmore and Blair’s 
Addition to the Village of Borton, 
as shown by the Plat thereof in 
Volume 87, page 592, the Deed 
Records of Edgar County, Illinois, 
described specifically as follows:  
Commencing at the Southeast 
corner of said Lot 8, thence 
South 60 feet; thence West 120 
feet; thence North 60 feet to the 
Southwest corner of said Lot 8; 
thence East 120 feet to the Point 
of Beginning; situated in Edgar 
County, Illinois.

PINS: 05-11-23-212-002; 
05-11-23-211-003; and, 
05-11-23-212-003

6.  A common address or 
description of the location of the 
real estate is as follows: 

12848 North 170th Street, 
Brocton, IL 61917

     
7. An identification of the 
Mortgage sought to be foreclosed 
in said Complaint is as follows:

Name of Mortgagee: Preferred 
Bank
   
Name of Mortgagor:  Tracy Luster
   
Date of Mortgage: May 15, 
2015

Date and place of recording:  
May 26, 2015, Document No. 
2015-00001014 in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds, Edgar 
County, Illinois.

  Now therefore, unless you file 
your answer to the Complaint 
in said suit or otherwise make 
your appearance therein in the 
Office of the Circuit Clerk of the 
Circuit Court of Edgar County, 
Paris, Illinois, in the Edgar County 
Courthouse, on or before the 
December 19, 2018, a default 
may be entered against you at 
any time after that date and a 
judgment entered in accordance 
with the prayer in said Complaint.
Tracy A. Willenborg, 
Attorney for Plaintiff
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CONTACT US:

217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.netSTATE

NANCY ZEMAN,  
217-921-3216
nzeman@prairiepress.net

CONTACT  
US:

CONTACT  YOUR  
LEGISLATOR

SEN. CHAPIN ROSE (R)
217-607-1853
www.senchapinrose.com

SEN. DALE A. RIGHTER (R)
217-235-6033
www.dalerighter.com

REP. BRAD HOLBROOK (R)
217-782-8388
www.rephalbrook.com

REP. REGINALD PHILLIPS (R)  
217-348-1110
www.repphillips.com

HAVE YOUR SAY

BRIEFLY

Crews break 
wall to rescue 
6 in Chicago 
skyscraper 
elevator

CHICAGO (AP) — 
Firefighters broke through 
a wall in one of Chicago’s 
tallest skyscrapers to rescue 
six people who were trapped 
in an elevator.

The Chicago Fire 
Department responded early 
Friday following a report that 
the six visitors, including 
a pregnant woman, were 
trapped at the 875 North 
Michigan Avenue building, 
formerly called the John 
Hancock Center. Officials 
say the visitors had just left 
a restaurant at the 100-story 
building.

Battalion Chief Patrick 
Maloney says it was a, 
“pretty precarious situation,” 
because some cables were 
broken on the elevator. He 
says crews went through a 
wall more than 10 stories 
above the ground from a 
parking garage. He says it 
was an express elevator, so 
there weren’t door openings 
at each floor.

Maloney says the rescued 
visitors were safe and 
gracious.

School district 
administrator 
accused of 
eavesdropping

URBANA, Ill. (AP) — 
Eavesdropping charges have 
been filed against a central 
Illinois schools administrator 
who allegedly planned to 
secretly record a closed 
session of the school board.

The News-Gazette 
reports Champaign County 
State’s Attorney Julia Rietz 
alleged Thursday that 
Samuel Byndom used a 
device disguised as a pen 
to record an Oct. 28 closed 
session of the school board. 
The 35-year-old Byndom 
is Urbana District 116’s 
assistant superintendent of 
learning and instruction.

Rietz said Urbana police 
have been investigating 
Byndom since a school 
district employee found an 
email order confirmation on 
a school district computer 
for a voice-activated recorder 
pen from a company called 
“SpyGuy.”

Members of the school 
board members went forward 
with the closed session after 
learning about the recording 
device order, but searched 
the room before starting. 
They found the device and 
removed it.

Byndom has been put on 
leave. It wasn’t immediately 
known if he has legal 
representation.

Chicago sports 
teams donate 
another $1M to 
curb violence

CHICAGO (AP) — 
Chicago’s major sports 
franchises are teaming up 
to donate another $1 million 
to programs addressing 
violence in the city.

The Cubs, White Sox, 
Bears, Bulls and Blackhawks 
announced Thursday they 
will keep the Chicago Sports 
Alliance going in 2019 and 
match the $1 million they 
donated in its first year. 
The Alliance was formed 
to support Choose to 
Change, a mentoring and 
advocacy program aimed at 
reducing violence, and also 
works with the University 
of Chicago’s crime lab to 
measure the impact of the 
teams’ efforts.

The Alliance will also 
begin funding a job training 
program called READI 
Chicago (Rapid Employment 
and Development Initiative) 
for boys and young men at 
the highest risk of being 
involved in gun violence.

Former first lady speaks
Oprah interviews Michelle Obama, whose book tour began at United Center arena

FUTURE DOCTORS GET TASTE OF LIFE IN POVERTY

Gabe Neely Streit/The Southern, via AP

In this Oct. 31, 2018, photo, students of Southern Illinois University-Carbondale and the SIU School of Medicine participate 
in a poverty simulation at the campus in Carbondale, Ill. Students in the two programs were assigned to experience life as 
impoverished senior citizens, as part of a School of Medicine poverty simulation. They were joined by about 80 other Carbon-
dale-based physician residents, physician assistant students and students from other public health majors at SIU, as they 
stepped into the shoes of low-income American families, struggling to navigate life on a limited budget.

BY MICHAEL TARM
Associated Press

CHICAGO (AP) — Mi-
chelle Obama began her 12-
stop book tour this week by 
sitting with Oprah Winfrey 
before an audience at the 
home arena of the Chicago 
Bulls, speaking on everything 
from piano lessons and wash-
ing socks to crying on a plane 
the day her family moved out 
of the White House and Presi-
dent Donald Trump moved in.

The crowd of 14,000 roared 
as the former first lady stepped 
onto a stage at the sold-out 
United Center event, which 
felt part talk show, part politi-
cal rally and part rock concert, 
complete with $35 Michele 
Obama T-shirts emblazoned 
with her face and the title of 
her just-released memoir, "Be-
coming." Family pictures of 
Barack Obama and their chil-
dren flashed on a screen over 
her shoulder as she spoke.

During the more than 
90-minute conversation un-
der Bulls' NBA championship 
banners in Obama's home 
city, she never directly criti-
cized Trump. Crying on the 
plane leaving Washington on 
Inauguration Day 2017, she 
explained, had nothing to do 
with Trump.

"When I got on the plane, 
I sobbed for 30 minutes," she 
said. "I think it was just the re-
lease of eight years trying to do 
everything perfectly."

Obama turned to her hus-
band, who had just become 
a former president. "I said to 
Barack, 'That was so hard, what 
we just did. That was so hard." 
She said she didn't mention 
that episode in her book.

She didn't criticize Trump 
directly at the event despite 
direct criticism of him in her 
book.

She writes in "Becoming" 
that Trump's, "loud and reck-

less innuendos," about her hus-
band's birth certificate stirred 
people up and put, "my family's 
safety at risk." And for this, she 
adds, "I'd never forgive him."

Trump responded last week, 
saying Michelle Obama, "got 
paid a lot of money, to write 
that book and they always ex-
pect a little controversy." The 
current president said that he'd 
never forgive his predecessor 
for making the country, "very 
unsafe."

When Winfrey, who select-
ed "Becoming" for her influ-
ential book club, introduced 
Obama she referred to the divi-
sive political climate, also with-
out directly naming Trump.

"So many people are feeling 
uneasy... afraid of the impend-
ing darkness," Winfrey told the 
audience. "But you all being 
here tonight is a testament to 
the light."

"Becoming" describes 
Obama's upbringing on Chi-

cago's South Side and her tran-
sition to college at Princeton 
University. As she does in her 
book, she recounted Tuesday 
being raised in a family that 
struggled economically — but 
with parents who encouraged 
her to be successful.

When she was a child, she 
said her dad would complain 
to her mother that she wasn't 
teaching her children how to 
wash socks, because he had 
had so few socks growing up 
that he had to wash them and 
dry them on a radiator himself.

"My mom said, 'I'm not 
teaching them how to wash 
their socks. I'm going to teach 
them to go to college, so they 
can buy a washing machine,'" 
Obama said Tuesday.

She also talked about learn-
ing how to play the piano on a 
rickety one and her surprise at 
seeing her first piano that was 
in good condition.

"You mean there are perfect 

pianos out there?" she recalled 
thinking. "I didn't even know 
about it."

The memoir, officially re-
leased Tuesday, is already a 
best-seller. It topped Amazon.
com's best-seller list through-
out the weekend.

The tour that started in Chi-
cago moves on to Los Angles, 
Washington, Detroit, Paris and 
London, and other U.S. cities. 
It ends next month in New 
York City.

Tens of thousands of people 
purchased tickets to Obama's 
United Center appearance — 
paying from just under $30 to 
hundreds or even thousands of 
dollars for VIP packages. No 
tickets are available online for 
some stops.

Although some fans have 
complained about the high 
cost, 10 percent of tickets costs 
are being donated to local char-
ities, schools and community 
groups.

BY GABRIEL NEELY-STREIT
The Southern Illinoisan

CARBONDALE, Ill. (AP) — Anna 
O'Malley and Bria Miller spent Week 
One in a homeless shelter.

Facing eviction after Week Two, they 
cashed their Social Security checks and 
pawned their possessions to rent a house 
and secure transportation, food and 
needed arthritis medication.

O'Malley, a student in the SIU School 
of Medicine's Physician Assistant Pro-
gram, and Miller, a resident in the med 
school's Carbondale Family Medicine 
Program, were assigned to experience 
life as impoverished senior citizens, as 
part of a School of Medicine poverty 
simulation, Wednesday afternoon in 
Carbondale.

They were joined by about 80 other 
Carbondale-based physician residents, 
physician assistant students and stu-
dents from other public health majors 
at SIU, as they stepped into the shoes of 
low-income American families, strug-
gling to navigate life on a limited budget.

"It's eye-opening," O'Malley said. 
"Growing up middle class, we didn't 
have to worry about a lot of these issues. 
It's scary to think that there are peo-
ple living so hand-to-mouth that if one 
thing goes wrong, you could be down 
and out."

In a Student Center ballroom, the stu-
dents worked together to pay their bills 
and keep food on the table, while dealing 

with inconsistent transportation, school 
closures, medical emergencies and job 
shortages that could wipe out their sav-
ings instantly.

Their incomes and expenses were cal-
culated to be similar to average low-in-
come American households, and many 
ended up applying for public benefits to 
help pay for food, utilities or childcare. 
Others ended up homeless or unem-
ployed.

The activity was the latest in a series 
of SIU School of Medicine simulations 
that prepare future doctors, nurses and 
other health professionals to work to-
gether to treat patients, and connect 
them to community services, explained 
Ruth Heitkamp, of the med school's 
Center for Rural Health and Social Ser-
vices. It also helps students build empa-
thy and understanding for patients in 
poverty.

"This is a group of very accomplished 
students. Still, we have students who 
have misperceptions about poverty or 
welfare, students who feel self-conscious 
asking about issues related to poverty, or 
who don't think of poverty as a reason a 
patient might be acting in a certain way," 
said Christine Todd, Chair of the Medi-
cal Humanities Department of the med 
school, who led the activity.

Data shows poverty has a big impact 
on health, often in unexpected ways. 
Children facing hunger are, "more likely 
to experience developmental impair-

ments in areas like language and motor 
skills," according to a School of Medicine 
fact sheet, and suffer from, "more acute 
and chronic health conditions." For old-
er Americans, poverty is considered, "a 
risk factor for declines in mental health," 
and there is a gap in life expectancy of 10 
to 15 years between the richest 1 percent 
and the poorest 1 percent of Americans, 
the fact sheet said.

Paying attention to poverty is partic-
ularly important in our region, as the 16 
southernmost Illinois counties have a 
poverty rate 43 percent higher than the 
rest of the state, and significantly higher 
unemployment, according to data from 
the University of Missouri.

After the activity, students heard 
from a panel of local doctors and care-
givers, and received information on 
public aid and resources available in 
Southern Illinois.

"Now, students know the facts about 
poverty and welfare. They have places to 
send people in this region, and they have 
made some contacts with people who 
are really doing the work in this region, 
just like they will be,"  Todd said.

Physicians should be a link between 
the resources the community has to 
offer, and patients, added Sara Malone 
of West Frankfort Family Medicine, lo-
cated in one of the state’s poorest coun-
ties. "Getting them connected will help 
them sustain themselves, and ultimate-
ly improve their outcomes."

Real-world experience

CHICAGO (AP) — "Chi-
cago is the coldest place I've 
ever been," said Jing Hu, who 
came from southern China to 
do her postdoctoral work in 
materials science at Argonne 
National Laboratory outside 
Chicago.

So she is both excited and 
terrified about spending three 
weeks in Antarctica, among al-
most 100 women in STEMM 
(science, technology, engineer-
ing, math and medicine) fields 
who were recently announced 

as fellows in the Homeward 
Bound program to raise aware-
ness of climate change and 
promote the role of female 
scientists, engineers and other 
experts in addressing it.

The program was started in 
2015 by an Australian activist 
and an Antarctic marine sci-
entist. The participants raise 
much of the funding for the 
trip themselves. Over the next 
11 months they will collabo-
rate and strategize on leader-
ship development and science 

education before going to Ant-
arctica in November 2019.

They come from a wide 
range of disciplines, including 
agricultural science, molecu-
lar biology, epidemiology and 
geochemistry. The only other 
representative of the Midwest 
is Krissa Skogen, a conserva-
tion scientist and botanist at 
the Chicago Botanic Garden 
whose specialty is studying 
the effects of climate change 
on evening primroses in the 
Southwest.

The idea is that in Antarcti-
ca, the women will not only do 
their own research but, perhaps 
more importantly, network 
and strategize with each other 
around how to make people 
care about climate change and 
how to bring more women and 
girls into STEMM fields where 
they can work to mitigate and 
curb climate change and devel-
op clean energy.

The Homeward Bound 
program is sponsored in part 
by several companies; a lead 

sponsor is the Spanish com-
pany Acciona, which develops 
renewable energy installations 
and infrastructure around the 
world. Christiana Figueres, 
former executive secretary of 
the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate 
Change and member of Ac-
ciona’s board, will join the sci-
entists in Antarctica.

In order to complete the 
trip, the women who were 
chosen still need to raise more 
than $17,000 each. 

Midwest women join climate change group in Antarctica

URBANA, Ill. (AP) — 
University of Illinois offi-
cials are looking for a big 
state funding increase to 
make up for stalled faculty 
hiring while its enrollment 
has grown during the state's 
two-year budget impasse.

Administrators say the 
Urbana-Champaign cam-
pus is now last among its 
10-member national peer 
group with a student-fac-
ulty ratio of 18-to-1 after 
the campus ranked sixth 
in 200, The (Champaign) 
News-Gazette reported .

Trustees voted Thursday 
during a meeting in Chica-
go to approve requesting 
a $98 million, or 16.5 per-
cent, state funding increase, 
with two-thirds of that 
planned for faculty hiring 
and retention.

The request comes as 
total enrollment at the uni-
versity's three campuses 
grew 2.7 percent to nearly 
85,600 students, including a 
3.2 percent boost in the Ur-
bana-Champaign student 
body to 49,339 for an eighth 
straight year of record en-
rollment.

Executive Vice President 
Barbara Wilson said the 
University of Michigan has 
been able to maintain a 12-
to-1 student-faculty ratio 
even as its enrollment rose 
by 11 percent because it was 
able to keep hiring faculty.

"We're losing competi-
tiveness on that front," Wil-
son told the trustees. "This 
directly affects the student 
experience — how big your 
classes are and how well you 
serve your students."

Wilson said administra-
tors at the Urbana-Cham-
paign, Chicago and Spring-
field campuses are drafting 
aggressive faculty hiring 
plans.

"This is why this budget 
request is so important," she 
said, to "build back our fac-
ulty numbers."

University 
of Illinois 
seeks more 
money to 
hire faculty


	A001 PP111718
	A0010 PP111718
	A0011 PP111718
	A0012 PP111718
	A0013 PP111718
	A0014 PP111718
	A002 PP111718
	A003 PP111718
	A004 PP111718
	A005 PP111718
	A006 PP111718
	A007 PP111718
	A008 PP111718
	A009 PP111718
	B001 PP111718
	B002 PP111718
	B003 PP111718
	B004 PP111718
	B005 PP111718
	B006 PP111718
	B007 PP111718
	B008 PP111718
	B009 PP111718
	B010 PP111718
	B011 PP111718
	B012 PP111718
	B013 PP111718
	B014 PP111718

